
NW LIQUOR BOARD CONCERNED ABOUT INCREASE IN ALCOHOL ABUSE 

BY UNDERAGE CHILDREN IN LEKWA- TEEMANE MUNICIPALITY 

The Department of Economy and Enterprise Development has noted with serious concern a need 

for a swift integrated intervention subsequent to the alarming rate in which young people abuse 

alcohol and have easy access to the liquor outlets.  

This was observed during a joint operation conducted recently by the Department and the South 

African Police Service (SAPS) at Christiana and Bloemhof in the Lekwa Teemane Local Munici-

pality where the majority of patrons found in 90% of liquor outlets were young people under the 

age of 18 years.  

Khumoetsile Taoana, Director for Liquor Regulations, mentioned that it was for the first time in all 

the operations they experienced such a large number of underage youth found in the taverns, 

pubs and bottle stores around midnight. 

According to Taoana this is disturbing and unacceptable as it shows that some of the liquor  
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traders are contravening the conditions of their licenses as stipulated in the Liquor Act 26 of 1989, 

as amended.While she was reflecting on the observations of the liquor inspections throughout the 

province, Taoana stressed that alcohol is the “second easiest drug to access”. 

“Young people have developed a social culture that sets drinking alcohol as a rite of passage. All 

liquor regulators need to work together to change these attitude as they are our future generation. 

The reality is that alcoholism is a serious disease that has spread rapidly among our children 

young as 14 to 19 years old”. 

“Alcohol is destroying our children because using alcohol before the brain is developed increases 

risk for future addiction, therefore government and private sector have huge responsibility of tight-

ening our efforts in regulating the liquor industry within the province”, she said. 

Taoana said that in responding to the concern the department together with community structures 

in Bloemhof and Christiana will embark on a massive campaign targeting liquor traders, learners 

in schools, clinics, community meetings to educate communities on the negative effects of alcohol 

abuses. 

She further added that the department will continue to engage with all liquor traders, community 

members and other liquor authorities to discuss underage drinking as this is a shared challenge. 

Meanwhile Warrant Officer Lambrecht expressed satisfaction with the outcome of the inspection, 

saying it is important for liquor authorities to embark on such operations. “This behaviour of un-

derage drinking is directly linked to a wide range of problems and tragedies in Christiana and 

Bloemhof”, said Warrant Officer Lambrecht. He lamented the fact that police “sadly, are all too 

familiar with this”. 

“We deal with the victims of domestic violence and their abusers; violence and assaults that occur 

in and around licensed premises; antisocial behaviours that create noise, litter, loitering and other 

nuisances and perpetrators of many road collisions which are often the results of driving whilst 

impaired by alcohol, and particularly in the case of fatal collisions, which results in heartbreak left 

behind for families to endure,” said Warrant Officer Lambrecht. 

He further said he believes that the operation will minimize non-compliance in terms of the Liquor 

Act and also conveyed his appreciation to the department for its intervention in addressing chal-

lenges faced within the liquor industry. 

The operation saw twenty-six (26) outlets ranging from taverns, bottle stores and restaurants be-

ing visited, of which 25 were found to be in contravention with the liquor act with offences ranging 

from operating two businesses with one license, selling take-away liquor on an on-consumption 

outlet, operating with license belong to the deceased person without proper transfer, leasing of 

liquor license without proper approvals and appointment of manager without following proper pro-

cedure.  


