WORLD ENVIRONMENT MONTH 2020

BACKGROUND
World Environment Day (also called as WED) has been started celebrating as an annual event
on every 5th of June since 1973 in order to raise the global awareness about the importance of
the healthy and green environment in the human lives, to solve the environmental issues by implementing some positive environmental actions.
World Environment Day was first established to be celebrated every year by running some effective campaigns by the United Nations General Assembly and United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) in the conference on Human Environment began from 5th to 16th of June at
United Nations in 1972. It was first time celebrated in 1973 with the particular theme “Only one
Earth”. Since 1974, the celebration campaign of the world environment day is hosted in different
cities of the world.
It is a big annual celebration started by the United Nations General Assembly to engage millions
of people from different countries across the globe as well as draw attention of political and health
organizations to implement some effective actions.

WHY CELEBRATE WORLD ENVIRONMENTAL DAY
World Environment Day is a celebration of environment and the benefits it
bestows upon us; and a reminder of the fact that we have to save and protect our environment for our progenies. The idea is to promote awareness
on the importance of preserving biodiversity, the need to identify issues related to environment and find out ways to take corrective action. World environment day is also a celebration of brotherhood, wherein people from
different nations come together and think about ways and means to protect
environment collectively. As they come together, they pledge to make our
planet a clean and green place to live in.
WED has received a tremendous support from the public, NGO’s and governments within the
Province. Various awareness campaigns such as cleanups, environmental walks, community
events and much more are organized to spread the message which is to improve the quality of
life of all living being on this planet without harming nature. All the activities of WED are carried
out to spread eco-awareness and increase green footprint.
In terms of Section 24 of the Constitution of SA “Everyone has the right to the environment that it
is not harmful to his/her health and well being, Everyone has the right to the environment protected for the benefit of present and future generations through reasonable legislative and measures
that prevent pollution and ecological degradation, promote conservation and secure ecologically
sustainable development and use of natural resources while promoting justifiable economic and
social development.
Principle 4Q of National Environmental Management Act calls for the recognition of youth’s vital
role in environmental management and the promotion of their participation therein. Since it is
youth month, the Department wants to encourage young people in the Province to stand up and
fight for better environmental management in their area because the truth of the matter is our survival depends on the quality of the environment we live in.
WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY 2020
The foods we eat, the air we breathe, the water we drink and the climate that makes our planet
habitable all come from nature. For instance, each year, marine plants produce more than a half
of our atmosphere's oxygen, and a mature tree cleans our air, absorbing 22 kilos of carbon dioxide, releasing oxygen in exchange. Despite all the benefits that our nature give us, we still mistreat it. That is why we need to work on that. That is why we need this Observance.

World Environment Day, hosted by Colombia this 2020, is the most renowned day for environmental action. Since 1974, it has been celebrated every year on 5 June: engaging governments, businesses, celebrities and citizens to focus their efforts on a pressing environmental issue.
This year, the theme is biodiversity – a concern that is both urgent and existential. Recent events,
from bushfires in Brazil, the United States, and Australia to locust infestations across East Africa –
and now, a global disease pandemic – demonstrate the interdependence of humans and the webs
of life, in which they exist.
But, do we really know its importance? Maybe our biodiversity trivial will help.
Biodiversity and its connection to humans
Biodiversity is the foundation that supports all life on land and below water. It affects every aspect
of human health, providing clean air and water, nutritious foods, scientific understanding and medicine sources, natural disease resistance, and climate change mitigation. Changing or removing one
element of this web affects the entire life system and can produce negative consequences.
Human actions, including deforestation, encroachment on wildlife habitats, intensified agriculture,
and acceleration of climate change, have pushed nature beyond its limit. It would take 1.6 Earths to
meet the demands that humans make of nature each year. If we continue on this path, biodiversity
loss will have severe implications for humanity, including the collapse of food and health systems.
The emergence of COVID-19 has
underscored the fact that, when we
destroy biodiversity, we destroy the
system that supports human life. Today, it is estimated that, globally,
about one billion cases of illness and
millions of deaths occur every year
from diseases caused by coronaviruses; and about 75 per cent of all
emerging infectious diseases in humans are zoonotic, meaning that
they are transmitted to people by animals.
Nature is sending us a message.

Did you know?
Biodiversity involves 8 million plant and animal species, the ecosystems that house them, and the
genetic diversity among them.
In the last 150 years, the live coral reef cover has been reduced by half.
Within the next 10 years, one out of every four known species may have been wiped off the planet.
It would take 1.6 Earths to meet the demands that humans make on nature each year.
Events around the Globe
Register your event in the World Environment Day official website or follow other events around the
world

It is time for nature
We invite you to visit the World Environment Day website of the United Nations Environment Programme. You will find more about the day, its history, the connection between the environment and
coronaviruses and a lot of visual materials in different languages to spread the message "It is time
for nature."

Why do we mark International Days?
International days are occasions to educate the public on issues of concern, to mobilize political will
and resources to address global problems, and to celebrate and reinforce achievements of humanity. The existence of international days predates the establishment of the United Nations, but the
UN has embraced them as a powerful advocacy tool. We also mark other UN observances.

