THE NEW LIQUOR ACT NO. 6 OF 2016

MEC Wendy Nelson urges liquor traders to contribute to departmental social responsibility programmes

The Department recently took to all four districts to introduce the new North West Licensing Act, No. 6 of 2016 as well as encouraging liquor traders to participate in social
responsibility programmes coordinated by the department.
These platforms addressed complaints and issues of social ills associated with the liquor
industry. It furthermore raised awareness on responsible liquor trading, the adverse effects of liquor abuse, the high behavioural risk activities related to liquor abuse and reduction of the socio-economic harms of alcohol abuse.
Under the new Liquor Act, the authorities that were previously vested in the Magistrate in
the old Act are now granted to the MEC and the Liquor Authority, and this includes the
decision making of the appeal processes.
The Act provides that there would be liquor licensing officers in all the districts who must
receive all applications - endorse on each application the date of receipt, compile a list of
applications, retain and maintain a list as part of the report register, examine and verify
as to whether they are complete before sending them to head office in Mmabatho.

All on-consumption outlets trading hours will now operate from 10H00am – 12 midnight
whilst off-consumption liquor stores will be operating from 09H00 - 20H00 and closed on
Sunday, and public holidays. The annual tavern liquor licence renewal fee is also envisaged to increase as it has been R100.00 since 1989.
The Act according to the MEC is at the best interest of all the role-players in the industry
as it takes cognisance of all the complaints lodged to the Liquor Authority and the National Liquor Amendment Bill 2016. “Nonetheless, the departmental under the fifth administration took a decision to abandon the Liquor Act 27 of 1989 and develop the provincial
legislation which will respond to the current status quo,” said MEC Nelson.
This new legislation has not yet been put into practice pending finalisation of regulations
which are envisaged to be completed before the end of June 2017.

