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NW education among top 3 in the country

Education MEC Mmaphefo Matsemela, announcing the Class 2019 outcome in Rustenburg

By Elias Malindi

T

h e N o r t h We s t E d u c a t i o n
department shocked all and sundry
by moving from position four to
three during the release of the 2019
National Senior Certicate (NSC) results
event on the 7th January 2020 at the
Vodacom World in Midrand.
The province registered 33 014 fulltime and 6 940 part-time candidates with a
total number of 39 954 candidates who sat
for the 2019 examinations in 435 exam
centres. The province obtained 86,8%, an
improvement of 5,3% from the 2018
results when the province obtained 81,1%.
The Class of 2019 is the 12th cohort of
learners to sit for the NSC Examinations
and the sixth group to write the Curriculum
Assessment Policy Statement aligned
NSC Examinations. They enrolled for

Grade 1 in 2008, the same year that the
NSC Examinations was written for the rst
time in Grade 12. North West Education
MEC, Mmaphefo Matsemela, during the
provincial announcement of the National
Senior Certicate reiterated that they had
outdone themselves as a province.
“It must be borne in mind that our target
for the 2019 matric pass rate in the Annual
Performance Plan was 85%. So, the
meritorious 86.8% pass rate achievement
means that we have outdone ourselves. I
am also excited to announce that out of 428
schools that presented Grade 12 in 2019,
385 (that is 90.0% of the schools)
performed at 70% and above, which is 60
more schools than we had in 2018.
“I am particularly grateful to announce
that of the 2 685 progressed learners who
wrote all subjects in the 2019 NSC
Examinations, 2 081 (77.5%) passed,
20.6% more than the 2018 achievement.

MEC Mmaphefo Matsemela congratulating the top learner in the province, Andries Lukas
Schoeman

Of the 2 081 progressed learners who
passed the 2019 NSC Examinations, 276
obtained Bachelor; 932 obtained Diploma;
and 873 obtained Higher Certicate
passes,” said Matsemela.
Matsemela praised the achievement of
2 081 progressed learners for their exellent
achievement in that they would be high
school rejects and drop-outs had they not
been progressed. She said now they had a
chance of a lifetime to either enter
employment, access universities or TVET
colleges and build their future.
The MEC thanked the pro-poor policy
on learner progression introduced in 2015
and further streamlined in 2017.
“The number of learners who qualied
for admission to Bachelor Studies is 9 964;
which is 37.2%. The number of passes
with a Diploma is 8 677 (32.4%). Passes
with Higher Certicates is 4 628 (17.3%);
and the number of passes with Endorsed

Premier Prof Job Mokgoro, Education MEC, Mmaphefo Matsemela and the province's Class of 2019 best performers posing for a group photo
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Certicate is three. This makes the number
of passes to be 23 272.
“I would like to congratulate schools
which performed against all odds, namely
Onkgopotse Tiro Comprehensive Farm
School in Ngaka Modiri Molema District
which obtained 96.30% pass rate. Twentysix of their 27 candidates passed. Meerhof
Special School in Bojanala District
achieved 100% pass rate. All their nine
candidates passed. Christiana School for
the Blind in Dr Ruth Segomotsi Mompati
District, also with nine candidates,
obtained 100% pass rate,” said Matsemela.
She further congratulated Andries
Lukas Schoeman, the best performing
candidate for the 2019 National Senior
Certicate in the North West province.
Schoeman obtained all subjects in the
nineties (seven distinctions) in all subjects
and with the best six subjects he obtained 1
695 marks excluding Life Orientation.
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Baithuti ba abelwa dikgele go lebogela
matsapa a bona

Moithuti yo o boneng maemo a ntlha mo porofenseng, Andries Schoeman, o amogela
dimpho go tswa go Tonakgolo Job Mokgoro le Mokhuduthamaga wa thuto, Maphefo
Matsemela. Ditswantsho ka Otukile Mosimanegape

Ka Rodney Lerato Majobe

P

ele ga gore batshameki ba kgwele
ya dinao ba ka tsena mo lebaleng
kgatlhanong le setlhopa se sengwe,
go na le dilo dingwe tse ba ikilelang mo go
tsona gore ba tle ba kgone go bona nako ya
go ikatisa go ipaakanyetsa kgaisano.
Seno se batlile se tshwana le se baithuti
ba Marematlou ba ngogola ba se dirileng
gore ba kgone go falola ka dinaledi.
Mo puisanong le bobegadikgang
morago ga moletlo wa go rebola dipholo
tsa Marematlou tsa ngwaga wa 2019, o o
neng o tshwaretswe kwa Fields College
kwa Rustenburg, kwa baithuti ba ba
dirileng sentle ba neng ba tlotlomadiwa ka
dikabo gona, baithuti bano ba re ba itimile
nako ya menate le boitapoloso gore ba
kgone go nna le nako ya go ipaakanyetsa
ditlhatlhobo.

Premier
applauds
Matric
Class of
2019
By Thebeetsile Keameditse

R

USTENBURG — “Education
knows no social or economic
boundaries, it knows no race,
colour, gender, religion or creed; for we all
agree that every child has the right to
quality basic education and today is a
culmination of our effort towards
achieving the 'laying a basis' for a bright
future for these learners and the country.”
These were the remarks by North West
Premier, Prof Job Mokgoro who gave the
keynote address at the 2019 Matric results
announcement ceremony at the Fields

Matsapa a bona a dirile porofense ya
North West motlotlo thata jaaka e kgonne
go tlhelela maemo a boraro mo
dipholong tsa bosetshaba ka diperesente di
le 86,8.
Andries Lukas Schoeman, moalogane
wa sekolo se segolwane sa
Hartebeespoort, yo o tlheletseng maemo
a ntlha mo porofenseng, ka go falola
dirutwa di le supa ka dinaledi, o tlhalositse
fa go ne go le thata, mme fela go itima dilo
tse dingwe go mo kgontshitse go bona
dipholo tse a di boneng.
“Go ne go le thata, fela ke itimile dilo
tse dintsi tse ke neng ke aga ke di dira, gore
ke tle ke tsepamise mogomolo wa me mo
dibukeng tsa sekolo, seno se dirile gore ke
bo ke tlheletse se ke se tlheletseng,” go
tlhalositse jalo Schoeman.
Schoeman o tsweletse ka go re o
motlotlo thata gore puso ya porofense e bo
e tlotlomatsa phitlhelelo ya gagwe.

Mobishopo Daniel Matebesi le Tonakgolo Job Mokgoro ka motlha wa go begiwa ga dipholo
tsa Marematlou tsa ngwaga wa 2019. Ditswantsho ka Otukile Mosimanegape

“Ke itumetse e bile ke motlotlo thata
gore go dira ka natla ga me go lemogilwe
ke puso ya porofense. E ne e kete ke a lora
fa ke ne ke abelwa dikgele ke Tonakgolo
Job Mokgoro le Mokhuduthamaga wa
Thuto, Maphefo Matsemela” go rialo
Schoeman, yo o neng a phophoma ka
boitumelo.
Mafoko a motsogapele a a reng
“ditlamelwana tsa pula di baakanngwa go
sale gale” a netefaditswe ke ditiro tsa ga
Liberty Mazibane, yo le ena a folotseng ka
dinaledi. Ena o tlhalositse fa e sa le a
ipaakanyetsa ditlhatlhobo tsa mafelo a
ngwaga ka kgwedi ya Ferikgong ngogola.
“Ke simolotse go tsaya dithuto tsa me
tsiya fa Ferikgong e simolola ngogola, ka
ntlha ya seo, ke tsene mo ditlhatlhobong ke
itse se se tlang, ga ke a kgoromediwa ke
barutabana go tsaya dithuto tsa me tsiya,
ke nna ke ikgoromeditseng,” ga rialo
Mazibane.

Premier Prof Job Mokgoro, MEC for Education Mmaphefo Matsemela and Top Achiever in
the province, Andries Schoeman

College in Rustenburg.
The ceremony was attended by
education sector stakeholders who came to
witness the fruit of the seeds planted since
the beginning of 2019 academic year. The
North West province has made a
signicant improvement and reached
86,8% matric pass rate.
On behalf of the provincial government
and the people of North West, the Premier
congratulated the Class of 2019 for their
exceptional work in the National Senior
Certicate examinations.
“Thank you for putting this beautiful
province in the limelight. An overall
improvement of the NSC Examination
results by 5.7% from 81.1% of 2018 is no
mean feat. Despite all the odds stuck

against you, you showed character and
prevailed,” remarked Mokgoro.
He applauded Education MEC,
Mmaphefo Matsemela and the entire
management, the SGB's, principals,
educators and most importantly, learners
for having done extremely well in ensuring
that the North West province claimed its
rightful place amongst the best performing
provinces in the country.
“You have managed to navigate a very
difcult academic year that 2019 was; you
managed to excel despite the challenges
that many of our learners faced as a result
of disruptions to normal schooling brought
about by community protests witnessed
year as well as damage to various schools
infrastructure. We are amongst the top
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Mazibane o tsweletse ka go re go bona
dikabo go tswa mo pusong ya porofense go
mo rotloeditse thata gore a tswelele go dira
ka natla fa a tsweletsa dithuto tsa gagwe
kwa setheong se segolwane.
“Kabo eno e nthotloetsa gore ke dire ka
natla le kwa yunibesiting, jaaka ke batla go
dira dithuto tsa Mechanical Engineering,”
go kaile jalo Mazibane.
Fa a ne a eme batlamoletlong ka
lefoko, Tonakgolo Moporofesara Job
Mokgoro, o akgotse baithuti ka go dira
porofense eno motlotlo.
“A ke tseye nako eno ke lebogise
baithuti botlhe ba ba falotseng ka dinaledi.
Ke na le tumelo e e tletseng ya gore mo
ngwageng o o tlang ka nako eno,
dipalopalo tsa baithuti ba ba folotseng ka
dinaledi mo porofenseng di tla bo di
oketsegile, re tlheletse maemo a ntlha mo
nageng,” go garetse jalo Tonakgolo
Mokgoro.

three and we can only go higher and higher
from here going forward,” Mokgoro said.
The Premier took the opportunity to
single out and congratulate the North West
Top Achiever for the NSC Class of 2019,
Andries Lukas Schoeman (18) from the
Hartebeespoort High School in the
Bojanala Platinum District.
Schoeman obtained seven distinctions
and in the process, scoring a total of 1 695
marks in all subjects excluding Life
Orientation, and obtained more than 90%
in this subject.
The overjoyed Schoeman said
consistent hard work counts a lot. “I'm
completely overwhelmed. I never
expected this type of achievement. I am
glad all my hard work paid off. I
consistently worked hard every day,
weekends even on holidays when I didn't
feel like it. I registered at the University of
Pretoria and I'll be studying for Bachelor
of Medicine and Surgery. I want to become
a doctor and a surgeon,” said Schoeman.
The Premier also congratulated the
Best Performing Farm and Special
Schools in the province, which included
Onkgopotse Tiro Comprehensive Farm
School in Ngaka Modiri Molema District,
which obtained a 96.30% pass rate,
Meerhof Special School in Bojanala
District with 100% pass rate and
Christiana School for the Blind in Dr Ruth
Segomotsi Mompati District for also
obtaining a 100% pass, with all their nine
candidates passing.
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MEC calls for calm as department addresses MEC assures
learner transport challenges
learners

Community Safety and Transport
Management MEC, Sello Lehari

By Alpheus Koonyaditse

T

he Department of Community Safety
and Transport Management
acknowledges challenges affecting
learner transportation and is attending to the
problem.
Last week Friday, 24 January 2020, the

Head of Department, Botlhale Mofokeng,
called an urgent meeting with stakeholders to
address these challenges. The meeting assured
the HoD that by end of next week operators
would have been paid.
The department is going to pay owed
operators based on the following:
Ÿ Veried kilometres;
Ÿ Using new tariffs;
Ÿ Those owed from April 2019 and have
accepted the current offer to provide
service;
Ÿ Operators who have written to the
department indicating they are unable
to operate as they don't have nancial
resources; and
Ÿ Operators who have provided services
since school opening in 2020.
Provincial Treasury has since made
available some funding to alleviate the
nancial pressures experienced. But strict
adherence to court order, PFMA and Treasury
Regulation shall be observed; hence the
compliance criterion above was set.
The department once more reiterates the
commitment made in a meeting with the South
African National Small Bus Operators Council
(SANSBOC) on January 13 in Mmabatho, that
all outstanding payments would be paid before
the end of January 2020.

"This matter will be extensively addressed
by MEC Sello Lehari in a media brieng to be
scheduled soon.
The brieng that will be held at 10:00 at the
Archives Building adjacent to the North West
University, Makeng Campus. The MEC will
use the opportunity to address the matters
pertaining to Northwest Transport Investment
(NTI) as well as release the 2019 festive season
road crashes and fatal accident statistics," said
Mofokeng.
The MEC urged operators to continue
providing service and ensure learners were not
adversely affected as the department would not
renege on its agreed arrangements. A little
more patience from the operators and noninterruption of learner transportation was
encouraged.
Meanwhile, the department is inundated
with reports of learners left stranded by bus
operators.
“We call upon guardians and parents of the
affected learners to ensure their safety and
monitor the situation.
“We hope threats to continue with this
unfortunate action will end, sinse the
department has consistently and constantly
kept SANSBOC abreast. As indicated,
payment processes are at the nal stage and
soon operators will be paid," pleaded Lehari.

Positive impact libraries had on Class of 2019
By Edith Mogapi

T

he Bill of Rights, enshrined in the
Constitution of the Republic of South
Africa, is upheld as a cornerstone of the
South African democracy.
It clearly articulates the fundamental rights
of South Africans, including access to
information, which forms the basis of the
mandate of the South African library and
information services sector.
A library also plays an important role in
enhancing a teacher's effectiveness and
classroom performance.
It promotes individual and group learning,
helps in developing students' vocabulary,
enhancing comprehension, developing the
habit of silent reading and developing
problem-solving attitude among students.
This has been evident during exams period
and how learners, students and community
members alike are seen ocking at different
libraries across the province.
A 17-year-old Moleboge Pipadibe, a 2019
matriculant at Baitshoki Senior Secondary
School, was a regular at Itsoseng Community
Library. She visited the library daily for study
purposes, which helped her performance in the
2019 nal exams.

She did well and barely missed out on two
distinctions in Life Orientation and English.
“The reading of English literature also
helped me in English grammar. And library
books helped me with research for school
assignments as well,” she said.
Nthati Shuping (17) from Baitshoki High
School, frequently used the Itsoseng
Community Library and passed with
admission to Bachelors.
Benets of using a library include, amongst
others, to provide access to more resources of
print and digital material to support reading
and inquiry learning.
Libraries also offer support for families to
improve reading, literacy skills and
condence.
Government has taken signicant steps to
improve access to information by opening
doors of learning to create a culture of reading
and writing for everyone.
This has contributed in bridging the digital
divide through access to the internet and
enhance the provision of ICT in libraries.
Tsie, who passed his matric with four
distinctions, was also an ardent library user. He
thanked the Lichtenburg librarians with their
assistance and the library's contribution in his
achievement.
“For the past ve years I have been coming

to this library and proud to say it was worth it,”
said Tsie.
His future plans are to further his studies in
Accountancy and Finance, and urges students
and schools to use libraries as they support both
teaching and learning.
“Public libraries allow users to be
accompanied by fellow academics.
Besides study areas, students use
discussion rooms to work together and be
productive,” said Director of Libraries and
Archives in the North West, Tinyiko Sempe.
The Department of Arts, Culture, Sport and
Recreation (ACSR) ensures other public
libraries across the province to provide free
WI-FI connection and computer rooms where
students are able to download past question
papers, memorandums and other study
material.
Libraries are often the only readily
available source of comprehensive
information needed by people for personal,
family and job-related purposes.
A library provides the community with a
safe educational place for children, encourage
teens to read for pleasure, combat deleterious
cultural trends and bridge the information gap.
Community libraries operate from 09h0017h00 on weekdays and 09h00-14h00 on
Saturdays.

uninterrupted
scholar
transport
service
By Rebaone Moeng

C

ommunity Safety and Transport
Management MEC, Sello Lehari, has
c o n g r a t u l a t e d t h e N o r t h We s t
Department of Education for laudable Matric
results.
The province is slightly over 2% less than
Free State which achieved position one and
0.4% below the second placed Gauteng. This
signies a massive 5,6% improvement from
2018.
COSATMA as a supporting department in
terms of scholar transport, could not be more
prouder for sister department's achievement
and was ready for the 2020 school calendar.
Last month, the North West High Court in
Makeng ordered that the tender given in 2016
for the provision of scholar transport be set
aside. The court also ordered that the tender be
re-advertised in three months with winning
bidders announced before October 30, 2020.
As a result of the judgment, parents were
understandably apprehensive on how this
would impact on learners relying on scholar
transport. “We want to reassure parents that
learners will be ferried as expected during the
reopening with no interruptions,” said Lehari.
To ascertain that nothing was left to chance,
given challenges experienced with service
provider payments, the MEC convened a
meeting with them to address outstanding
issues.
In a meeting held in Mmabatho, the South
African National Small Bus Operators Council
(SANSBOC) undertook to work with the
department to ensure smooth operation of the
scholar transport. “For the provision of the
scholar transport, the department is entering
into a month-to-month contract with
operators,” emphasised Lehari.
All outstanding issues will be addressed
with individual operators whom the MEC
encouraged to visit the department.
C o m m u n i t y S a f e t y a n d Tr a n s p o r t
Management Administrator, Mathabatha
Mokonyama and the Head of Department,
Botlhale Mofokeng, will ensure the
implementation of the court order which the
department will abide by and intends not to
appeal.

MEC happy with reduction of fatalities
By Alpheus Koonyaditse

C

ommunity Safety and Transport
Management MEC, Sello Lehari, is
happy that statistics show reduction of
road fatalities in the province. He however
appealed to road users, including pedestrians to
continue to be responsible.
Preliminary statistics show that there is a
29% reduction rate of fatalities in the province
compared to 2018. By December 31 in 2018
there were 104 fatalities and by the last day of
2019 this gure was down by over 30%.
The MEC attributed this to the dedication of

the law enforcement ofcers and the
department's staff who worked day and night to
ensure law enforcement compliance by road
users.
“We want to express sincerest thanks to our
ofcers and staff for ensuring that motorists
comply with the law,” he said.
The MEC was, however, disappointed by
the high number of pedestrians which almost
doubled from that of 2018. Though Ngaka
Modiri Molema District leads with crashes,
Bojanala, especially Rustenburg leads with
fatalities.
The third week of December recorded the
highest number of crashes (26) though 16 less
than the same period in 2018.

There had been two major crashes so far in
the province. The rst happened on December
19, at 10h15 when a sedan and a bakkie collided
on N4 between Rustenburg and Swartruggens.
Five passengers died on the spot whilst the
sixth succumbed to injuries in hospital the
following day.
The second happened two days later on
Saturday, December 21 at around 12h45 on the
R53 road between Potchefstroom and
Ventersdorp. Three people died on impact
when two vehicles collided head-on. Five other
passengers were taken to hospital with injuries.
Though these two accidents happened
during the day, there had been a signicant shift
in driving pattern.

Lets Grow North West Together

Most road users travelled at night, between
18h00 and 06h00 probably believing trafc is
lighter at that time.
To ensure that the province has the lowest
possible accidents stats, all road users are
implored to be extra careful and patient when
driving.
Lehari ordered law enforcement ofcers to
be visible at all times, especially on arterial
routes including N4, N12, N14, N18, R49, R30
and R503.
“Deployment of law enforcement ofcers
will be intensied on all roads throughout the
province. We will also continue to have
unannounced stop-and-search operations in all
areas of the province,” Lehari said.
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MEC warns public of bogus trafc learnership advert
By Alpheus Koonyaditse

C

ommunity Safety and Transport
Management MEC, Sello Lehari,
cautions people against bogus trafc
learnership advert.
It has come to department's attention that
there is a fraudulent advert circulating on
online and other media platforms purporting to
recruit candidates for Trafc Learnership.
This false advert is using department's
information.

The MEC appeals to the public to ignore
the advert and implores on the public to
constantly and consistently verify any
information relating to recruitment and
learnerships with the department.
“Let me put it on record that the department
has not as yet advertised any Trafc
Learnership recruitment. We don't know the
intensions of those who created this bogus
advert. However, it looks to be a scam and the
scammers may end up extorting money from
innocent members of the public.
“Please note that when the department
advertise learnership recruitment, we do so

using our department's letterhead with the
correct logo, including address and contact
details. This one bears a national logo which
proves beyond doubt that it is bogus. Please
ignore it.
“Importantly, do not hesitate to report to the
nearest police station, anyone who tries to
swindle you with this type of scams. Also, let's
avoid distributing and sharing this
misinformation on social media. Don't open
the link provided either as you may end up
being lured into unsolicited online site,” said
Lehari.
Note the following distorted and fake

information on the so-called learnership
advert:
Ÿ The advert is published on a National
logo, not the logo or the letterhead of the
North West Department of Community
Safety and Transport Management.
Ÿ The reference number is captured as of
2018, when it would have been 2020
had it been authentic.
The department appeals to members of the
public to report to their nearest police stations
whenever they come across anyone who will
try to scam them with this fake advert.

Reckless statements undermine Department
distances
HIV/Aids and ARVs progress
By Ngwako Motsieng

G

rowing up in rural South Africa, radio
was my only source of information.
Today, many people still rely on radio
to follow what is happening around the world.
It follows that radio personalities and their
guests command considerable power to
inuence. This puts a huge responsibility on
them to be careful of what they say on air.
On Wednesday, 22 January 2020, I tuned in
to one community radio station operating in
Klerksdorp and I was left in dismay. The
presenter played a pre-recorded interview
between the station's talk-show host, Brenza
Modise, and one Dr Basil Gold. The interview
focused on HIV and Aids and the provision of
antiretroviral treatment to those living with
HIV.
Dr Gold claimed that people get HIV
through the food they eat and that only black
people are taking antiretroviral drugs (ARVs).
What made the interview bizarre was the fact
that the host did not challenge the views of Dr
Gold. The amount of misinformation shared
could not go unchallenged.
The North West Health Department

Communications team decided to visit the
station to set the record straight because the
misleading information could have
devastating consequences.
A mere internet search could have revealed
the following fast facts to the presenter about
HIV:
Ÿ You can only get HIV by coming into
contact with specic bodily uids of
someone living with the virus.
Ÿ HIV can be transmitted during
unprotected sex; through sharing
injecting equipment; from mother-tobaby during pregnancy, birth and
breastfeeding; and through
contaminated blood transfusions.
Ÿ Using condoms consistently during sex
will protect you from HIV infection
through sex.
Ÿ Taking HIV treatment if you are a new
or expectant mother, and avoiding
shared injecting equipment if you use
drugs, will also protect you and those
around you from HIV.
The South African government has done a
lot of work in the ght against HIV and Aids
over the years and we cannot allow people such
as Dr Gold to mislead the people through clear
misrepresentation of facts.

There has been progress in the reduction of
the number of Aids-related deaths (black and
white) since 2010, when government launched
a massive HIV Counselling and Testing
campaign. Figures released in 2018 show that
there was a 50% decrease from 140 000 to 71
000 deaths reported. The number of new HIV
infections fell from 390 000 to 240 000 in the
same period.
Eighty-seven percent of pregnant women
living with HIV accessed ARV treatment to
prevent transmission of the virus to their
babies, preventing 53 000 new HIV infections
among newborns. Of all adults aged 15 years
and over living with HIV, 62% were on
treatment, while 63% of children aged 0-14
years living with HIV were on treatment.
The Health Department adopted the 90-9090 HIV strategy on HIV. The strategy envisions
that by December 2020, 90% of people living
with HIV will know their HIV status, 90% of
people who know their HIV-positive status will
be accessing treatment and 90% of people on
treatment will have suppressed viral loads
irrespective of their skin colour.
All these efforts are meant to realise an HIV
free society. Let us remember to abstain from
sex until the right time comes, be faithful and
use condoms.

Independent investigator to
investigate alleged nepotism
By Tebogo Lekgethwane

N

orth West Health MEC, Madoda
Sambatha, recently convened a
meeting and addressed stake-holders
including unions at the Tshepong Hospital
regarding the issue relating to alleged
“nepotism list” that started circulating in social
media since Friday, 17 January 2020.
In his intervention, Sambatha reassured all
representatives of different co-mmunity
organizations, trade unions, representatives of
Dr Kenneth Kaunda District Health and
Klerksdorp/Tshepong Hospital Complex
Management teams that the whistle blower
would be protected in this regard.
The department advocates for and is
committed to clean and fair processes of
human resource recruitment as governed by
the Department of Public Service and
Administration (DPSA).
“We would like to get rid of any kind of

nepotism whatsoever, ensure reputable public
health institutions and protect its integrity and
rapport as a department.
“The department authority is not going to
tolerate conniving, corruption and nepotism,”
said the MEC.
The MEC has, on 20 January 2020,
appointed an independent investigator with a
legal background. The independent
investigator was given clear terms of reference
and introduced to all stakeholders who
attended the meeting.
Contacts of the independent investigator
will be made known to all stakeholders.
The department says anyone who wants to
submit inputs relating to the matter in question
is welcome to do so via the independent
investigator.
The department will reinforce the training
of personnel involved in human resource
recruitment and further strengthen the said
processes. Based on the outcomes of the
independent investigation, necessary steps

would be taken to discipline those found to
have contravened the government recruitment
procedure including the short listing and
interview panel members, union
representatives and affected newly appointed
employees.
Currently, there is no legal basis to suspend
any hospital employee hence the need to await
the investigation for factual outcomes to
inform steps to be taken.
The department indicated that labour
unions were at liberty to conduct their own
internal investigations in situations where their
members were allegedly affected.
All stakeholders welcomed and supported
the independent investigation and will await
the outcome. MEC Sambatha and stakeholders
affected appealed for calm to allow the process
of investigation to unfold and to deal
decisively with allegations.
“The department will update stakeholders
and the public regarding the outcome of the
investigation,” said the MEC.
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itself from
fake tender
By Tebogo Lekgethwane

T

he North West Department of Health
has recently issued a statement in
which it distances itself from an
advertised tender for fumigation supposedly
for a certain health facility in the province.
The said tender advert has been
circulated on social media. It contains
serious spelling and grammatical errors and
social media users have been made to believe
ofcials of the department are incompetent.
The advert is damaging to the image of the
department, and Health MEC Madoda
Sambatha has called on law enforcement
agencies to pursue such scammers and bring
them to book.
"We did a verication of current and
advertised tenders and our Supply Chain
Management has concluded the advert is
fake and a scam. The department has not
advertised any tender for fumigation. I
therefore warn the business community and
urge everyone to be vigilant about these
scammers," said Sambatha. All tenders
below R2 million are done at the district, and
below R500 000 at facility level. However,
none of our districts and facilities had any
knowledge about this advert.
The MEC has also warned young people,
especially matriculants and those looking for
jobs to be vigilant against recent scams
regarding the intake of nursing students and
advertisement of jobs in our health facilities.
At the beginning of every year there are
scammers in the province who claim that
they can place students at nursing colleges
and demanded a fee for forms and
registration.
The department wishes to state that there
is no amount requested from students for
admission or for forms at the nursing
colleges. The same is the case with
advertisement of posts. No money should be
paid to anyone for employment at the North
West Department of Health. Job seekers
must also thoroughly scrutinize vacancies
advertised online.
All government vacancies are advertised
on newspapers and on the Department of
Public Service and Administration (DPSA)
website.
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Acting Mayor condemns rape and murder
of a nine-year-old
By Lesego Metsi

S

ETLAGOLE — Ratlou Local
Municipality`s Acting Mayor, Cllr
Mamoitsadi Phaedi, has condemned
the barbaric and despicable incident in
which a nine- year-old girl and prospective
Grade 4 learner from Mabule village was
allegedly raped and murdered on the 4th of
January 2020.
Dineo Mothibi of Ward 1, Mabule
village west of Mahikeng, is alleged to
have been missing after she was seen
going to a nearby shop.
On Tuesday, 7 January 2020, a tenant
who is a security ofcer made a spine-

chilling discovery when he found partly
decomposed body of the victim.
The body was wrapped in a blanket and
clinched into a waste container.
Unconrmed reports indicate that the
victim was last seen talking to a man at or
near the premises where the body was
found on the day of her disappearance.
Reports again claim that, at the time of the
incident, the house owner was not present
and the suspect has just been released on
Presidential pardon from Rooigrond
Prison on New Year's Eve.
During preliminary investigation on
the deceased body, police uncovered used
condoms inside the blanket in which the
deceased body was wrapped.
Another clue is a trace of blood inside

the house where she was allegedly
murdered and later dragged outside to
where her body was found in a waste
container.
The police had since conscated
clothes that the suspect was wearing on the
day the victim was killed for further
forensic and DNA analysis.
Acting Mayor, Clr. paid a comforting
courtesy visit to the victim's family to offer
her condolences and called for calm in the
community, while expressing her
frustration on the arrest and immediate
release of the suspect on the instruction of
the State Control Prosecutor.
It is alleged that the police made a
breakthrough when they arrested a 42year-old suspect believed to have

committed the rape and murder of the
young girl.
However, the suspect was freed by the
Control Prosecutor who could not enroll
the dossier while awaiting forensic and
DNA analysis report.
“I urge community members to
condemn incidents of this nature with the
necessary contempt it deserves,” said Cllr
Phaedi.
The Acting Mayor appealed to anyone
who might have information or may have
witnessed the incident to come forward
and assist the police in their investigation,
whilst at the same time called for calm to
allow justice to take its course and the
family to nd closure following the
incident.

Mamusa residents receive title deeds
By Dineo Thapelo

I

pelegeng Township near SchweizerReneke in Mamusa Local Municipality
was a hive of activity recently when a
number of national and provincial
government departments converged at the
local stadium for a service delivery
outreach in December 2019.
Part of the day's activities, included
handing over of title deeds to over 700
beneciaries in Extension 6, 5, 3 and Ward
2, by the North West Cooperative
Governance, Human Settlements and
Traditional Affairs MEC, Mothibedi
Kegakilwe.
All Lena Letsholo (84) could do was to
shed tears as she received her title deed. “I
cannot exactly explain how I feel. I feel
blessed and very happy to have lived to see
this day,” she said.
Elsie Telekele received a title deed on

b e h a l f o f h e r l a t e m o t h e r- i n - l a w,
Gosekwang Leeuw. “We are all relieved
that we now have proof that my mother,
Gosekwang, is the owner of the house and
there is no better proof than a title deed,”
she said.
MEC Kegakilwe also introduced to the
community a housing developer appointed
specically to complete the 199 housing
units (blocked projects) in Glaudina and
Ipelegeng Extension 3 and 5.
He urged the developer to use local
people for the project and source material
from local suppliers so that the community
of Mamusa could benet from the project.
He warned community members against
allowing anybody to interfere and delay the
project. “We want to change the lives of
community members of Mamusa for the
better,” he said.
The MEC also distributed a batch of
over 290 title deeds in Amalia in the same
month.

Elsie Telekele receiving the title deed on
behalf of her late mother-in-law, Gosekwang
Leeuw

Community of Mamusa who attended the event

Lets Grow North West Together

Lena Letsholo (84) receiving her title deed
from MEC Mothibedi Kegakiwe

N

06

O

R

T

H

W

E

S

T

e-NewsUpdate

Cleansing
ceremony
for lives
lost

NW girl
recovering
in hospital
after crocodile
bite

By Maboni Kgabi

T

he Department of Arts, Culture, Sport
and Recreation (ACSR) recently
hosted a cleansing ceremony of the
Mmabatho Stadium following the loss of two
lives in separate events held at the Stadium in
2018 and 2019.
Olerato Khukwana (18) lost her life whilst
attending the annual Mahika Mahikeng
Festival and Mokoto Lesego (14) died during a
school sport event at the stadium.
The Khukwana and Mokoto families
expressed their gratitude for the honour the
department gave to their loved ones.
“We feel that the lost spirits are now with
the ancestors regardless of the circumstances
around their deaths,” said one of the family

members.
Arts, Culture, Sport and Recreation MEC,
Virginia Tlhapi, said the department would
forever cherish the memories of those young
people. The ceremony was part of the many
programmes that the department was
organising to bring about a sense of Ubuntu
amongst communities.
“One of our responsibilities as a
department is to promote social cohesion and
nation building, and it is through these
programmes that we are able to fulll our
mandate,” said Tlhapi.
Deputy President of the South African
Ministers Fraternal (SAMIFRA), which led
the cleansing ceremony, Bishop Otukile

Mosimanegape, said they felt honoured to
have been part of the ceremony.
“We are grateful that the department saw
the need to involve us in the cleansing
ceremony and that we will continue to partner
with everyone to ensure that spiritually we get
involved,” said Mosimanegape.
NW Dingaka Association President, Anna
Rabotapi, said it had been their wish to come
closer to the ministers and work together.
Rabotapi said they both need each other to cast
out bad spirits through traditional practices
and prayers.
“We are guided by our ancestors and this
traditional practice is our way to have a close
contact with those we lost,” said Rabotapi.

Municipal boundary determination process gets
underway

T

he Municipal Demarcation Board
(MDB) will soon embark on
nationwide public consultations on the
draft sets of electoral wards in preparation for
next year's local government elections.
Addressing the media in Pretoria last
recently, Municipal Demarcation Board
Chairperson, Thabo Manyoni, said the
consultative process - which will be held
between February and April this year reected the board's commitment to improve
public participation in democratic processes.
“We therefore call on all members of the
public to actively participate and express their
views on how their wards should be
congured,” said Manyoni.
As one of the core mandates of the
organisation, Manyoni said the ward
delimitation process was regarded as a crucial
step towards deepening local democracy and
promoting spatial transformation within
communities.
“This has been the core element driving the
organisation for the past 21 years of its
existence,” said Manyoni.
The MDB delimits wards for the purpose

of local elections after consultations with the
Independent Electoral Commission (IEC).
Wards are delimited in all metropolitan and
local municipalities. This process is deemed
necessary to lay a solid foundation for the
delivery of free and fair local government
elections (LGE).
During the 2016 local government
elections, there were 4 392 wards in the
country. An additional 76 wards will bring the
total number of wards to 4 468 for the 2021
local government elections. The MDB said the
process had culminated in the conclusion of
the rst draft sets of wards. Over the next three
months, the MDB will visit all local and
metropolitan municipalities across the country
for consultations. In February, the board will
be in the Eastern Cape, Mpumalanga,
KwaZulu-Natal and Western Cape. The
following month will see the board in
Gauteng. The consultations will conclude in
April in the Northern Cape, Free State, North
West and Limpopo.
MDB Deputy Chairperson, Mbali Myeni,
said the nal wards would be announced in
July.“We should have the comfort of knowing

that the process was transparent and decisions
taken have, as far as possible, embraced inputs
from our stakeholders and communities,” she
said. The nal list of wards will then be handed
over to the IEC in August 2020.
Myeni said it was important to indicate that
the MDB had no inuence in the
determination of the formulae and the number
of councillors in a municipality, and therefore
could not increase or reduce the number of
councillors determined by MECs [Members of
Executive Councils].
Roadmap of the ward delimitation
process
Regarding the time-frames of the ward
delimitation process, the MDB said it would
consider all public proposals received and
delimit wards after public meetings in
February to April 2020.
“The wards will be published in provincial
gazettes for objections by May 2020. Any
aggrieved person will have 14 days to object,”
said the board.The MDB will then consider all
objections and publish its nal decisions in
provincial gazettes by July 2020. SAnews.gov.za

A

North West girl is recovering in
hospital after being bitten by a
crocodile while swimming with her
two friends.
The 15-year-old Hesmari van
Loggensberg, accidentally stepped onto
something moving, seemingly like a crocodile,
which bit her on the leg in Eland's River, near
Swartruggens.
“The two boys swimming with her heard a
loud scream and ran to a nearby house for help.
“Fortunately two men responded to their
call and ran to assist the girl who was later
taken to hospital by ambulance in
Rustenburg,” said the North West Department
of Economic Development, Environment,
Conservation and Tourism (DEDECT).
The men managed to assist the girl and
claimed to have caught a quick glimpse of the
crocodile.
According to the department, the girl
sustained a bite mark wound on her leg.
After the incident was reported to the
department, it immediately dispatched its
Problem Animal Control Specialist and
Biodiversity Conservation Ofcers to the
scene to search for the crocodile.
Ofcers are currently continuing with the
search for the crocodile as it may further pose
danger to communities residing around Elands
River.
“Naturally, we would not expect any
crocodile in the Elands River but we are aware
of captive facilities where crocodiles are bred
in that area.
“Furthermore, our Biodiversity ofcers are
embarking on thorough investigation to
determine where the crocodile may have come
from and the law will take its course.
“The department is in the process of
erecting warning signs to caution communities
on the possibilities of existing crocodiles in the
river and the danger they may pose,” said
Jonathan Denga, Director: Biodiversity
Management in the department.
Members of the public around and nearby
the river are urged to exercise caution when
approaching the waters and anyone who may
have spotted the animal must immediately
contact the district Problem Animal Control
Specialist, Vasti Botha on 0837617497 or the
South African Police Service (SAPS). –
SAnews.gov.za

Four suspects arrested for being in possession of
lion's parts
By Keorapetse Mosipidi

N

o r t h We s t D e p a r t m e n t o f
Economic Development,
Environment, Conservation and
Tourism MEC, Kenetswe Mosenogi,
applauded the South African Police
Service (SAPS) for the swift arrest of
suspects found in possession of and selling
lion's body parts including paws, in

Rustenburg recently.
This follows the recent gruesome
killing by poisoning and mutilation of
several lions at the Predator Rock Farm,
situated outside Swartruggens.
“We applaud the SAPS as well as our
Biodiversity Law Enforcement Ofcers
for the great work towards the arrest, and
also ensuring charges are brought against
the three African males and one female.
“The suspects are now apprehended for

contravening Section 57(1) of the
National Environmental Management:
Biodiversity Act (NEMBA), (Act 10 of
2004) for being in possession and selling
of four lion paws,” said MEC Mosenogi.
Animals such as lions are listed as
vulnerable species in terms of the Section
56(1) of NEMBA. In addition, they are
protected under Appendix ii of the
Convention on the International Trade of
Endangered Species (CITES).

Lets Grow North West Together

A docket was opened with Boitekong
Police Station and suspects have already
appeared at the Rustenburg Magistrate
Court. The investigation will continue to
determine any link to the recent senseless
killing and butchering of lions at Predator
Rock Farm outside Swartruggens.
The department urged community
members to report any illegal activities of
selling of animal parts that they might
witness in their areas.
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Farmers' Day motivates the youth

MEC Desbo Mohono addressing farmers
during the Farmers Day in ScweizerReneke

By Thebe Itumeleng

T

he youth from across the Mamusa
Local Municipality in the Dr Ruth
Segomotsi Mompati District, who
recently attended the Department of
Agriculture and Rural Development's Farmers
Day in Scweizer-Reneke heaped praises on
MEC Desbo Mohono's commitment to getting
them active and involved in the agricultural
sector.
Targeting farmers who are already in the
farming industry and those aspiring to be part
of agriculture, the Farmers Day's main
objective was to share and offer the most up-todate information and enhance young farmers'
capacity to run their farms as efcient
businesses.
Experts in the sector and all other
participants at the Farmers Day deliberated on
issues such as farming as business; herd health;
bee farming; and opportunities in the

Farmers from across the Mamusa Local Municipality listening attentively during the
Mobishopo Daniel Matebesi le Tonakgolo Job Mokgoro ka motlha wa go begiwa ga dipholo
Department's Farmers Day
tsa Marematlou tsa ngwaga wa 2019. Ditswantsho ka Otukile Mosimanegape

agricultural sector and new methods of
farming, among others.
A renowned Bonsmara Stud Breeder from
Vryburg, Tshepo Bloem, encouraged
participants to use platforms such as farmers'
days to equip themselves with knowledge and
use it to change the economic and social
development of the province and the country
for the better.
Bloem encouraged the youth, in particular,
to start seeing agriculture as a business.
“Agriculture is a business and you must
learn fast from experiences elsewhere where
agriculture has been the foundation for fastpaced economic growth,” Bloem challenged
the farmers.
Participants were also encouraged to read
and familiarise themselves with new trends in
the sector.
After the session, most of the participants
said they found the information to be valuable
and could practically apply these practices
back on their farms.
Odirile Monchwe is one of those farmers
who described the session as informative and
relevant for his situation.
Monchwe is a sheep and cattle farmer from

Nooitgedacht village outside ScwizwerReneke. Although he has never been assisted
by government, Monchwe appreciates the fact
that government takes interest in the youth
being involved in agriculture. He said one of
the things he learnt was that agriculture should
be treated as a business.
“It is time to do things differently and make
money out of agriculture, that is the most
important thing I have learnt from today's
information session,” Monchwe said.
He praised the department under the
tutelage of MEC Mohono's leadership for
organising such an important platform.
“I wish such events could be held in our
area at least every month. There is a lot that one
still needs to learn. Thank you very much MEC
Mohono,” Monchwe concluded.
Meikie Moloko of Glodinah village was
intrigued by a presentation on bee farming and
land care.
“Firstly, let me thank the current leadership
of the department for bringing this important
government programmes to us. Listening to
my peers' stories today was humbling and very
informative. I am now thinking of taking
advantage of opportunities in the bee farming

sector.
As I am going back home, surely
something will come out of the inspiration and
the knowledge I have gained today.
“Thanks to the department and we need
more of these sessions,” Moloko said.
Addressing farmers at the Farmers Day,
MEC Mohono applauded those who attended
for their efforts and for making it to the event.
She emphasised the signicance of the young
people attending these empowerment sessions.
“It is through learning platforms such as
these that young farmers can meet and interact
with their peers and industry experts, in order
to share farming ideas, experiences and best
farming methods.
With regard to how the department
supports young people to grow in the sector,
the MEC said her department's contribution
would not only be limited to nancial support
but would also be geared more towards
training, capacity building in terms of skills
development and giving information in order
for the youth to have the know-how of running
successful agricultural businesses.
Mohono went on to say that there was an
urgent need for today's young farmers to look
beyond their local farming areas for advice and
inspiration when planning for the future.
“We are quite positive as a department that
information packaged for sharing during these
farmers' days will be of great help. It is clear
that we have up-and-coming generation of
hard working, young South African agrienterpreneurs. With the passion they have
shown, unfettered commitment to the task and
of course, with the department's guidance, I
believe it will result in awesome opportunities
and growth.
The North West Department of Agriculture
and Rural Development have programmes
designed uniquely to cater for the youth and to
assist people with interest in agriculture and
rural development projects.
For more information, communities are
encouraged to visit agricultural local area
ofces found in all municipalities across the
province and on the department's website.

Bakwena ba Mogopa traditional council get an administrator

Head of Department, Ephraim Motoko, MEC Mothibedi Kegakilwe
and Kgosi Motheo Mamogale of Bakwena ba Mogopa

By Boitumelo Sekeka

T

he Cooperative Governance, Human
Settlements and Traditional Affairs
MEC, Mothibedi Kegakilwe, has
withdrawn the powers of the Traditional
Council of Bakwena ba Mogopa, under Kgosi
Motheo Mamogale, and appointed an
Administrator to oversee the operations of the
Traditional Council.
This, he did with the express authority and

Community members attending the meeting

approval of the Premier of the province, Prof
Job Mokgoro, in terms of Section 9 (1), read
with Section 10 (1) and (2) of the North West
Traditional Leadership and Governance Act,
(Act No. 2 of 2005).
The appointed Administrator is Jim Matsho.
His academic credentials and competencies
were read out to the royal family and the
community of Bakwena ba Mogopa when he
was introduced.
A team of experts, with legal and nance
background will be appointed to work with the
Administrator, and his appointment is with

effective from January 2020 when he concluded
a contract with the Ofce of the Premier, for a
period of six months.
The appointment of Administrator came
after the respective ofces of the MEC and
Premier were inundated with calls for
intervention amid allegations of malfeasance,
corruption and dysfunctionality of the
traditional council, which affected its ability to
provide services to communities under its
jurisdiction. Terms of Reference for the
Administrator include, amongst others, the
responsibility to manage nancial and

Lets Grow North West Together

administrative affairs of the traditional
community; and the development of a sound
policy framework where there are policy gaps
and investigation of all mining contracts and
land claims where appropriate.
The Administrator would be doing this to
protect the interests of the community, and
would provide regular reports to both the
Traditional Council and the provincial
government.
He is further mandated to implement
previous resolutions of the traditional council
which were not implemented and review those
that are deemed to be incongruous. The
Administrator is also expected to work on
bridging the divide between the community and
the traditional council and try to bring harmony
in the Royal family.
The process of placing the traditional
council under administration is expected to
culminate in the nomination of the traditional
council for a fresh term of ofce.
MEC Kegakilwe wished the Administrator
well in his new responsibility and appealed to
the community, the Royal family and the
traditional council to co-operate with the
Administrator.
“Many communities in this province have
been robbed of what is due to them because the
inghting amongst members of the royal
family, and I want to appeal to the royal family
to work closely with the Administrator for the
benet of this community,'' he said.
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Taung bulk water supply scheme nears completion
By Kleintjie Kraai

F

ollowing a commitment by North West
Premier, Prof Job Mokgoro, to eradicate
water crisis in the province, the
Taung/Naledi bulk water supply scheme project
is nearing completion. Progress on the project
stands at 94 percent completion and if all goes
well it will be completed within the next few
months.
The manager in the infrastructure unit of the
Greater Taung Local Municipality, Cllr
Lekgotla Menyatswe, said there had been some
challenges that have seen work on the project
coming to a standstill pending a meeting
between all stakeholders including Premier
Mokgoro, traditional leaders, departments of
M i n e r a l s a n d Wa t e r A ff a i r s , t h e t w o
municipalities, the Sedibeng Water Board and
local representatives.
“Following concerns raised by local
traditional leadership, including a fear that the
scheme would be utilised to steal diamonds, a
meeting to clarify the situation has been called
for all stakeholders to attend where all these
concerns will be addressed and thereafter the
project will be completed,” said Menyatswe.
In his State of the Province Address last

Greater Taung Local Municipality Mayor, Cllr
Nyoko Motlhabane

year, Premier Mokgoro committed to ensuring
that issues raised by the Batlhaping Ba-ga
Phuduhucwana Traditional Council would be
addressed to resolve an impasse in the
implementation of the Taung Dam maintenance

project by the Department of Water and
Sanitation.
"I can guarantee this august house and the
people of this province that no cent earmarked
for water provision will be redirected
elsewhere, as we saw when monies intended for
provision of bulk water services were illegally
invested by some municipalities into the now
defunct VBS Mutual Bank," said the Premier at
the time.
Mokgoro assured the community of Taung
that the maintenance of the dam, which was
nearing completion before the stand-off, would
enable sufcient capacity for additional water
to reach 126 villages and the Naledi Local
Municipality in Vryburg which is also
experiencing water shortages.
Mokgoro also said the provincial
government would make sure that new
development projects were implemented and
those that had stalled would be resuscitated.
To this end, Public Works and Roads MEC,
Gaoage Molapisi, assured the Shaleng
community that the road to the area from
Sekhing would be on the department’s priority
list and be budgeted for construction in phases
from the 2021/22 nancial year.
Greater Taung Local Municipality is the
fourth largest local municipality in the Dr Ruth

Segomotsi Mompati District. The municipality
is one of six local municipalities in the district
and covers an area of 5 639km. It is a Category
B municipality with a collective system.
The main towns in the municipal area are
Taung, Reivilo and Pudimoe. The municipal
area is predominantly rural and contains 106
widely scattered villages. Since this is a rural
m u n i c i p a l i t y, G r e a t e r Ta u n g L o c a l
Municipality faces some developmental
challenges.
However, Greater Taung has a rich heritage
which visitors can explore. The area has a
strong agricultural signicance in the South
African economy. The Taung Skull Heritage
Route is a fascinating journey of discovery. The
route follows an area in which early man once
lived, and it has many sites that show the
existence and evolution of ancient ancestors.
Spanning more than 45km, the route
includes several natural wonders, such as
Thomeng (an unusual limestone waterfall) and
Blue Pools (a collection of rock pools, streams
and caves in a valley). It was at the limestone
diggings on this route, at the old Buxton quarry
in 1924, that the lime-encrusted skull of a child
was found. The site is a UNESCO World
Heritage Site, and a monument has been erected
to mark the discovery.

About to be completed… The Taung Dam bridge

Thato 'SBK' recruited as Mahikeng Museum tour
By Kabelo Selebogo

P

opular visual artist and Tshwane
University of Technology (TUT) alumni,
Thato Seboko, best known as Thato
“SBK' has been appointed as the Mahikeng
Museum Tour Guide by the Department of Arts,
Culture, Sport and Recreation (ACSR).
Born and bred in Itsoseng Township,
Seboko is in possession of a National Diploma
in Fine and Applied Arts from TUT.
He is not a novice in the eld of museums,
during his academic years he volunteered at the
Pretoria Art Museum in 2012 and 2013.
His core duties are to conduct tour guides.
He also participates in the facilitation of
workshops for the Children Tile Art Project.
He further co-curated Children Tile Art
Project exhibition and in 2016 he founded
“SBK Fine Art and Design".
Seboko served as an intern in 2016 and 2017
at the ACSR and his impressive portraits landed
him an opportunity to showcase his artistic
work in Brazil (Kaaysa Art Residency) in 2018.
He was funded by the Department of Arts,
Culture, Sport and Recreation. Seboko made a
name for himself in 2018 with his Jabulani
“HHP” Tsambo mural located at ASCR head
ofce. The image went viral on various social
media platforms.

Thato Seboko standing in front of the Makeng
Museum. Pics by Kabelo Selebogo

Thato Seboko standing next to an old piano played
since 1903 during events in the Town Hall at the
Makeng Museum. This piano is still in a working
condition to date

Thato Seboko showing the genealogy and
progenies of the Barolong Boo-Ratshidi Traditional
Healers at the Makeng Museum

The Makeng Museums is housed in the
Old Town Hall, built in 1902. Seboko's tour
guiding will feature genealogy and progenies of
the Barolong Boo Ratshidi Dikgosi,
Indigenous items, artefacts, Water Well
Monument, 1899 Siege Monument, First World
War Monument, 1899 Old Telephone, 1903 Old
Town Piano, Old Town clock installed in 1903,
1904 chairs, Batswana traditional medicines
such as Mokgalo, Leshoma, Moologaa, Phate
ya ngaka, Lengana, Sekaname, Tlhonya and
many others.
Arts, Culture, Sport and Recreation MEC,

Galebekwe Tlhapi, said Seboko's appointment
follows the recent ofcial launch of the North
West province's Museums and Heritage Sites
websitehttp://premier.nwpg.gov.za/mmuseum/
to attract academics, community members,
researches and tourist to museums and heritage
sites across the province. “Seboko has shown
that he is a versatile artist who excels in the eld
of arts.
“As a young tour guide his techniques and
the experience he acquired at the Pretoria Art
Museum will play a pivotal role to make visitors
feel at home while visiting Makeng Museum,”

said Tlhapi.
Residents, institutions of learning,
researchers, cultural activists and historians are
urged to visit Makeng Museum. For group
visits, arrangements can be made with
Makeng Museum Manager, Sello Mashile at
018 381 0773/ 018 381 7192 or email address:
smashile@nwpg.gov.za.
Tours are scheduled for weekdays from
10h00-15h00. Saturdays are only on special
requests. Makeng Museums is situated at the
Corner Carrington and Martin Streets across
Mahikeng Post Ofce.
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Agricultural Investment Summit a success
By Thebe Itumeleng

K

LERKSDORP — The rst ever
International Agricultural Investment
Summit organised by the North West
Department of Agriculture and Rural
Development in partnership with the Global
Economist Forum (GEF) was described by
several delegates as a huge success. The
summit was held in Klerksdorp from the 12-13
December 2019.
The objective of the summit was, amongst
others, to promote investment in the eld of
agriculture development; promote agricultural
entrepreneurship in order to boost contribution
by the sector to the domestic economy; address
and encourage awareness of agriculture in a
broader spectrum; as well as introduce new
dimensions in rural development and
sustainable agriculture, which will ultimately
contribute in making the North West province a
revered food basket.
The summit also discussed agricultural
investment opportunities; funding
mechanisms; recent innovations and trends in
the eld of agriculture; managerial practices;
concerns as well as practical challenges
encountered; and related solutions adopted in
promoting and strengthening investments.
Agriculture and Rural Development MEC,
Desbo Mohono, in opening the summit, said the
North West province had abundant private,
state and communal land resource and it had to
be utilised to benet residents of the province.
“We feel there is a lot to be done to grow the
agricultural sector in the province. Therefore,
with this rst international summit, we want to
explore and nd creative ways to deal with the
current and future challenges in this sector.
“We are encouraging farmers in the
province to work together to ensure that we
utilize all available farming land in the province
to ensure residents of North West will not be
food insecure through investment opportunities
created by the summit,” said the MEC.
On behalf of the provincial government,
North West Premier, Prof Job Mokgoro,
assured delegates that the summit has
government support. He reminded the gathering
that agriculture remains the main contributor to
job creation.
The Premier emphasised that the province
had comparative edge that has not yet been
explored over the past few years and reiterated

Front row, from left is MEC Motlalepula Rosho, MEC Desbo Mohono, Premier Tebogo Job
Mokgoro, and the Global Economist Forum (GEF) Vice President, Dr Nancy De Sousa
with senior government ofcials (back row) during the rst International Agriculture Summit
held in Klerksdorp.

Delegates included farmer unions, farmers, Agripreneurs, international delegates, senior
government administrators as well as leaders in the provincial government.

that it had to be done for the benet of North
West residents.
Amongst others, the following were
identied by the summit as investment
opportunities and commodities of interest in the
province: cotton, dry beans, groundnuts,
sunower, yellow maize, peacan nuts, lucerne,

beef, goats and poultry to mention just few.
Part of the strategic intervention by the
department will include developing integrated
implementation programmes supported by
value chain planning; strengthening coordination towards catalytic programmes and
projects for investment by both private and

public sector and redesign the funding support
mechanism; and enhance transformation in
skills development, market access and
infrastructure development.
The last day of the summit saw delegates
from government and the GEF committing to
work together to support farmers. Government
delegates vowed to make land available to
farmers for food production and avail requisite
human capital to support the cause.
GEF on the other hand committed itself to
conducting feasibility and viability studies for
the success of the initiative; provide requisite
technical expertise; provide associated funding
and funding mechanisms; unlock and create
sustainable markets access; and monitor,
evaluate and develop support interventions for a
minimum duration of two years.
The Global Economist Forum is a general
consultative member organization of the United
Nations (UN). One of their key priorities is to
provide support to different countries with the
development of agriculture in designated
regions by utilizing and cultivating lands
through the help of trained agriculturalists,
mainly from South of Asia. Vice President of the
Global Economist Forum, Dr Nancy De Sousa,
said her organization was proud to partner with
the North West Department of Agriculture and
Rural Development on this initiative geared
towards changing the lives of ordinary citizens
for the better.
She praised the department for organising
such an important summit and said the GEF was
equally willing to assist with expertise to ensure
the vision of a food secure North West province
was realised. President of the Global Business
Women Circle, Sindi Mzamu, said her
organisation was also proud to have been part of
the summit and she was happy with the outcome
of the summit.
“I think it went exceptionally well and we
are very supportive of what the North West
province is trying to do with this summit. It is a
much-needed initiative which will assist
farmers to produce more food and boost the
economy of the region and of the country,”
Mzamu said.
Summit delegates included farmers, farmer
unions, agri-businesses, international delegates,
senior government administrators as well as
leaders in the provincial government. The
second international summit is scheduled for
next year where progress on commitments
made during the rst summit will be reviewed. .

ACSR boost for festive season events
By Kabelo Selebogo

T

he festive season may have come and
gone, but it has left behind economic
spin-offs for vendors and the hospitality
industry. It also brought temporary jobs and
uplifted local artists - thanks to festivals funded
by the Department of Arts, Culture, Sport and
Recreation (ACSR).
Following the Mahika Mahikeng Cultural
Music Festival gap year in December 2019,
ACSR funded events across the four districts
during the festive season.
The nancial injection included the staging
of workshops to empower artists, such as the DJ
Sphere Entrepreneur Music Workshop and
performing arts events.
Amongst the events were Casper Nyovest's
#FillUpRoyalBafokeng, DJ Nation Annual
Bash; Nubian Music Festival; Tlokwe Family
Day Jazz Festival; DJ Sphere Annual Festival,
12:26 Itsoseng, The Final Edition; Rusty
Summer Fiesta; House Party; Bokone
Bophirima Music Arts and Cultural Festival;

Zeerust Beach Festival; and the Metro FM
Heatwave.
These events featured popular international
artists including Jonathan Butler, Alton Miller,
Atjazz and Hurrison Crump.
Some of the prominent national artists who
entertained the crowd are Letta Mbuli, Caiphus
Semenya, Samthing Soweto, Lebo Sekgobela,
Kwesta, Maphorisa, Kabza Da Small, Jaziel
Brothers, Blaq Diamond, Black Motion, Prince
Kaybee, Boom Shaka, Lection, Notshi and
Fresh Cult.
North West local artists featured included
Mamakie Motlogelwa, Ziyaduma Jazz Band,
Solid T, Nkululeko Maphosa, Gudfellaz, TS,
OT Da Rockin Guy and Dicman, Mr Ora The
Oracle and NYK, Henry Moosi, and Master
Mind.
ACSR MEC Galebekwe Tlhapi praised
event organisers for giving local artists the
opportunity to showcase their talents.
"Off stage these events beneted small,
medium and micro enterprises with vendors
being out of stock, accommodation fully
booked, chesa nyama and car washes generated

Gemini Major performing Ragga Ragga at the 12:26 Itsoseng The Final Edition.
Pic by Kabelo Selebogo

more prot. “Skills development was a factor
for local young people who were part of the
crews and production teams, as well as ushers
and caterers who provided their services for

Lets Grow North West Together

VIP's. Another factor is that a number of
attendees who spent their money in the province
were from other parts of the country and
neighbouring countries," said Tlhapi
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Kgosi Mabalane uses birthday celebration a learning experience
By Vusi Kama & Kealeboga Mothusi

T

he hills surrounding the village of
Mabalstad near Rustenburg were misty,
trees and the grass were green and when
the skies opened light showers began to drizzle
intermittently. And the hall at the Baphiring ba
Mabalane Traditional Authority was packed to
rafters.
“Thank heavens it's not hot, they would be
burning inside that hall,'' observed one of the
guests at the function amid the hustle and bustle in
the courtyard of the Traditional Council.
Inside the hall were high-ranking and other
military airforce ofcials, senior traditional
leaders, a mayor, well-known soap opera stars
from Muvhango, German tourists and scores of
locals, including school-going youth. Between the
speeches were the sounds of gospel music, a brass
band and local acapella groups. And, of course, the
all-important praise-singing.
The event was day six of a week-long birthday
celebration for the local leader, Kgosi Moe
Mabalane.
As birthday celebrations go, this was no
ordinary affair. True to tradition, Kgosi Mabalane
started this kind of an event six years ago, a
celebration which came with a dollop of social
investment to locals - particularly school-going

ROYAL MESSAGE: Kgosi Moe Mabalane
addresses the crowd during the event

youth on whom the spotlight falls at the beginning
of the year.
Each year, Kgosi Mabalane hosts his birthday
celebration with a back-to-school emphasis in
which uniforms and other essentials are
distributed to deserving youth of the village.
However, this year he took a different dimension,
and partnered mainly with the South African

STAR ATTRACTION: The celebration was also
attended by one of the Muvhango soapie lead
actors, Leslie Musina (Ndalamo). He was
a d d r e s s i n g th e c r o w d , h o n o u r i n g K g o s i
Mabalane.

Airforce to educate the youth about careers in the
institution.
As one of the partners, the Department of Arts,
Culture, Sport and Recreation hosted the youth in
its stand at the Career Expo, where they were
taught about careers in librarianship and
archiving. Over 400 learners from the Moses
Kotane Local Municipality area attended the

Expo.
Arts, Culture, Sport and Recreation MEC,
Vi rg i n i a T l h a p i , s a i d t h e d e p a r t m e n t ' s
participation in the Expo was part of its strategic
thrust.
“In our province, we do not have enough
graduates in librarianship so we often have to rely
on neighbouring provinces for staff. “Kgosi
Mabalane's event has given us the platform to
preach the gospel to our youth in the province. I
hope their interest has been ignited by our
presentations,” she said.
The MEC also expressed her gratitude to
Kgosi Mabalane and wished him well as he grew a
year older.
It appears the message of the career expo was
well-received by learners, if two of Moe
Secondary School learners could be used as a
barometer. Grade 12 Omphemetse Monnanyana
and Lerato Molefe (both 17) said they were
excited by the idea of a careers expo.
“Although the specic careers we want to
follow were not represented, this event was great
because we got to learn about a whole lot of things.
“It was a very informative session where we have
learnt so much more about the army and various
career opportunities available there. Of course,
there were many other elds that were presented at
various expo stalls,” they said. Molefe wants to be
a pharmacist and Monnanyana a lawyer.

DJ Sphere empowers local artists
By Kabelo Selebogo

L

Lerothodi Towdeemac Moagi facilitating DJ
Sphere Entrepreneur and Music Workshop
at the Maatla Secondary School in
Pudimong. Pics by Kabelo Selebogo

ebogang Matebele, well known as DJ
Sphere, is the organiser of the DJ
Sphere Annual Festive which takes
place in Pudimong during festive seasons. The
2019 event marked the seventh edition since its
inception.
As part of empowering upcoming artists in
his own village and surrounding areas, DJ
Sphere organised the Entrepreneur and Music
Workshop in partnership with the Department
of Arts, Culture, Sport and Recreation (ACSR)
to local musicians, beat makers, composures,
rappers, vocalists, DJs and music fraternity to
share intensive valuable knowledge and
content with them at Maatla Secondary School
in Pudimong on Saturday, January 11.
“The purpose of this workshop is to engage
local artists and to allow them to be part of an
in-depth discussion that delves into the music
industry from the early stage of their careers,”

said DJ Sphere. He added that the workshop
was meaningful for artists to have industry
experts giving them information on contracts,
publishing, rights administration and royalties.
Music business consultant, rapper, music
technology facilitator, radio host and a member
of popular Motswako group, Morafe,
Lerothodi Moagi also known as Towdeemac,
presented a business of entertainment industry
called hustling in, through and out, a process of
penetrating the music industry ranging from
upcoming to being a professional artist.
Towdeemac covered a wide range of topics
including, documentation of ideas,
perseverance, networking, developing proles,
craft investment, building social media
presence and visibility, practice, patience and
endurance, rehearsing and develop a stage
presence, submitting music on radio,
registering music at Recording Industry of
South Africa (RiSA), music contracts, music
publishing administration and nd purpose in
one's career.

Desmond “Desmond P” Phutieagae
conducted a music production on how to go
about developing a music studio with industry
softwares, equipment for recording, technical
skills and breaking every steps on beat making
processes.
Public activist, Modisaotsile “Disco”
Lebitsa applauded DJ Sphere for organising the
workshop.
“It shows that you care for upcoming artists
in this area by organising this fruitful workshop
which is an eye opener.
“The content shared by facilitators
enlightened artists about so many things taking
place in the music industry,” said Lebitsa. Arts,
Culture, Sport and Recreation MEC,
Galebekwe Tlhapi, said: “It is the mandate of
the department to ensure that upcoming artists
do not just record music and perform without
knowing any administration of their craft.
“The partnership with DJ Sphere is to
safeguard our artists from a greater risk of
being exploited and die a pauper,” she said.

Potch reafrms itself as destination of choice for athletes
By Kleintjie Kraai

P

OTCHEFSTROOM – Potchefstroom
continues to make itself a name as a
destination where top athletes and athletic
events are held.
This has put the North West province in the
map nationally and internationally, with athletes
headed in this direction for their pre-season
training because of the facilities provided by the
academy here.
The recent Athletic South Africa cross country
trials were held in Potchefstroom as further proof
of the growing stature of the town as a destination
of choice for the association.
National champion, Precious Mashele and
experienced athlete Lebo Phalula, led the charge
during this event, winning the senior men's and
women's 10km races at the Athletc South Africa
Cross Country Trials.
Competing in the colours of Central Gauteng
Athletics (CGA), Mashele took the men's contest
in 30 minutes 27 seconds.
His closest challenger was Mbuleli Mathanga
of KwaZulu-Natal Athletics (KZNA), who had
earlier appeared eager to cause an upset when he
led for most of the race before he was overtaken to
take second place in 30 minutes 27 seconds.

Danielle Verster of Athletic Central North
West also qualied

The top four men all dipped under the
domestic qualifying standard of 30:50 for the
CAA African Cross Country Championships
scheduled for Lomé, Togo on a date to be
determined after being postponed from March 1.
Two other male athletes are Kabelo Seboko of
CGA (30:34) in third position and Pakiso
Mthembu (30:34) of Free State Athletics.
In women's race, Phalula (CGA) led from start
to nish, pulling away from her twin sister

Lebo Phalula kneels down after winning her
race to qualify for going to Lome in Togo for
the African Cross Country championships

Lebogang - who had clung to her at second
position for three quarters of the race. Lebo
coasted to victory in 35 minutes 50 seconds with
her sister drifting to a fth place nish (37:51).
The only senior woman to achieve the
qualifying time of 36 minutes 05 seconds, Phalula
nished 23 seconds clear of her runner-up,
Cherise Sims (Border Athletics). Kyla van Graan
of Western Province Athletics nished third in 37
minutes 08 seconds.
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“I was in Ethiopia for training and it showed in
my race today. I am so, so happy with my
performance,” Lebo said of her win.
In a hard-fought junior men's 8km race, eight
athletes dipped under the qualifying standard of
25:48.
Sanele Masondo (KZNA) secured the win in
25:04, holding off Jason Bowers (Athletics Vaal
Triangle) by one second in a late sprint for the line.
In third place Jankie Molele of Limpopo Athletics
clocked 25:05.
Producing another thrilling contest, Carmie
Prinsloo, grabbed an impressive victory in the
junior women's 6km contest in 21:36, with the top
four athletes nishing within two seconds of each
other.
Five women in this category ran below the
qualifying time of 21:55 to be considered for the
national squad. Gene Coetzee of CGA (second)
and Aviwe Hlobolshe (Athletics Transkei) at third
clocked 21:37, while Danielle Verster of Athletics
Central North West nished 21:38 and Tayla
Kavanagh of KZN clocked 21:47.
“This was a very competitive day,” said an
excited Aleck Skhosana, the President of Athletics
South Africa. “Only a maximum of six athletes per
age category are allowed to be entered into the
competition and the selectors will have to look at
all that when they make their nal determinations.

