ELFAS TORERAI R250000. North West provincial

_ spokesperson Brig Sabata Mokgwabone
THREE men aged between 27 and 42 said: “A case of business robbery was
Wwere arrested after they robbed a liquor  opened at the Mmakau police station.”

store in Makau, Brits, The three are expected to appear in
The three are said to be part of the Brits Magistrate’s Court soon, :
five who made off with lquor worth e&fast@t!zenewage.co.za
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Remarks about foreigners scorned |

POLICE Minister Fikile Mba-

! lula says he has directed his
deputy, Bongani Mkongi, to
correct his (Mkongi’s) recent
remarks regarding the preva-
lence of crime and foreign
nationals in Joburg.

“I've gone through what he
said, and indeed, that is too
rough. I do understand what he
said. He was trying to address a
problem in Hillbrow... Do you
remember what Herman Mash-
aba said, and we came down on
him? We cannot say that. We
must do what the law permits,”
said Mbalula.

“Those (people) who are
illegal, we must get them out.
Those who are here as immi-
grants, they are fine. They
must stay there. We cannot
have an attitude that they are
not supposed to be here. It is
problematic and that statement
(by Mkongi) is regrettable,” he
added.

Mbalula said he had dis-

' cussed the matter with Mkongi,
. and the deputy minister would
be amending his remarks soon.

“The deputy minister and I
have agreed that he will issue

IN BAD TASTE: Bongani Mkongi

a statement explaining that
his comments, while they were
meant for a good purpose, could
be misused to attack our Afri-
can brothers. That statement
borders on xXenophobia,” said
Mbalula.

On Monday, the South Afri-
can Human Rights Commission
(SAHRC) strongly condemned
the “irresponsible” utterances
by Mkongi. While addressing
concerns around crime and
hijacked buildings in Joburg
on Friday, Mkongi reportedly
said South Africans had sur-
rendered their city, '

“How can a city in §outh
Africa be 80% foreign national?
That is dangerous. South Afri-
cans have surrendered their
own city to the foreigners,”

Mkongi was quoted as saying,

|
|

The SAHRC said such '

remarks had the potential to
fuel anti-immigrant sentiments
and were, in fact, xenophobic.

“South Africa is already |
grappling with the scourge of |

violent xenophobic attacks,
often directed against fellow
African non-nationals. Asa fig-
ure of authority in the Depart-
ment of Police — and by exten-
sion across society — the deputy
minister is expected to exereise
a great deal of circumspection

in his public utterances. Not ,

only are the statements fac-
tually incorrect, in that he
claims, without evidence to the

effect, that 80% of the city is ;
occupied by foreign nationals, |

they also unjustifiably ascribe
crime to foreign nationals as an
undifferentiated group.
“Leaders are expected to
constructively shape public
debate and social cohesion

through evidence-based state-

ments. Repeating stereotypes
does not advance the goals of
upholding the fundamental
rights of all in society;” said the
SAHRC in a statement. - ANA
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Prasa

GETRUDE MAKHAFOLA

PASSENGER Rail Agency of SA
(Prasa) board chairperson Popo
Molefe yesterday accused Finance
Minister Malusi Gigaba of with-
holding a Treasury nominee to his
board and stifling corporate govern-
ance at the state enterprise.

Molefe, who was reinstated as

| board chairperson following a court
' challenge, claimed it was clear that

attempts were being made to isolate
him immediately after the appoint-
ment of Gigaba and Transport Min-
ister Joe Maswanganyi.

“They called non-executive dir-
ectors one by one so that I remain
alone, because when I am alone,
there will be no board to take deci-
sions. Now there are four of us, there
are supposed to be six people includ-
ing the nominee from Treasury and
another from the Department of
Transport,” Molefe told delegates of
a conference against starte capture.

Molefe said-he was “surprised”
by Gigaba’s statement on good gov-
ernance last week when the minister
announced his 14-point plan to save
the country’s ailing economy.

“T listened to him speaking at
the JSE saying that he wanted good,
efficient state entities and good gov-
ernance... while he is withholding
a nominee who should be on the
board of Prasa. The board cannot
finalise its work because there is
no quorum,” he said as delegates

Prasa board chairperson Popo
Molefe

PICTURE: OUPA MOKOENA

applauded.

Molefe was speaking at the
Conference for the Future of SA
organised by the Ahmed Kathrada
Foundation and Save SA to come
up with a plan to stop state capture.

He said when he arrived at Prasa,
he realised that former chief execu-
tive Lucky Montana “had enormous
power”.

“] sat him down and told him

‘you’re a bright nice young man, but
I think you have made mistakes. You
seemed to have worked with people
who never showed you your errors,

I want you and I to Work differently
now, I don’t want us to delve into
the past but work together going
forward’.”

The board, he said, has a duty to
protect taxpayers’ money and has,
through court challenges, planned to
recover cash from service providers
who supplied Prasa with the wrong
locomotives which were too tall for
the country’s rail system, procured
from Spain on Montana’s watch.

“We have sent letters of demand
to Swifambo, which has told us it has
no money and was being wound up,
but we know that Swifambo was a
front... we will get that money from
the Spanish,” he said.

Molefe has argued that the loco-
motives tender was unlawful and has
since approached the high court to
havq the R3.5 billion tender reviewed
and cancelled.

The tender was awarded to Swi-
fambo Rail Leasing in 2013 to supply
Prasa with locomotives.

The locomotives were made by
Vossloh Espana, a Spanish company.
In areport titled “Derailed” released
in 2015, then-public protector Thuli
Madonsela found that Prasa failed
to comply with its own supply -chain
policy.

She found widespread maladmin-
istration and impropriety in the
awarding of contracts worth R2bn.

Montana was fired following the
hard-hitting report by Madonsela.
— ANA
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