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Twe nabbed for

kidnap, murderds)

Blo7 17 TheCitizen £y6

Two men have been arres
ed in connection with the
kidnapping and murder
of a 60-year-old man in
Mmakau, east of Brits.
Police spokesperson
Lieutenant-Colonel Pelo-
nomi Makau said the police
probe showed that men
aged 22 and 35 entered a fu-
neral parlour in Mmakau on
July 8, at 11pm, and alleged-
ly kidnapped a 60-year-old
man. They put him inside
one of the funeral parlour
vehicles and drove away.
The man’s burnt body
was found in the bushes at
Somaphepha village near
Middleburg, in Mpumalan-
ga,on Julyg.-ANA

Police car. truek
in est
A s

A police vehicleand a tr
have been set alight in Ven-
tersdorp during a protest.

Brigadier Sabata Mokg-
wabone said three people
were arrested for public vi-
olence on Tuesday evening.

“According to informa-
tion, community members
barricaded an intersection
of N14. with Klerksdorp
Road with burning tyres
and other objects.

The incident led to
pelting of four vehicles with
stones while a police vehicle
and a truck were torched,”
he said.

He said the police re-
stored order after gpm and
dispersed the crowd. - ANA

i
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Kidnap, murder of man, 60

ELFAS TORERAI

BRITS police reacted swiftly and
arrested two men aged 22 and 35 after
;tjheZd allg%edly kidnapped and mur-

ered a 60-year-old man in Mmakan
wlial%e, near Pretoria,

. Allegations are that the two men
entered a funeral parlour in the vil-
lage about 11pm on Saturday and kid-
naKTmrgh the man.

orth West police spokesperso
Lt-Col Pelonomi Makan said: “Tl:lé
Suspects are alleged to have put the
victim inside one of the funeral par-
lour vehicles and driven away with

B G
e

him.

“'The matter was reported to the
police who instituted an investigation,
j “The man’s burnt body was found
in the bushes at Somaphepha village
near Middleburg in Mpumalanga
province on Sunday and the funeral
parlour vehicle was also recovered”
Makau said. ;

Investigations led to the arrest of + .

}t;he two who have been charged with
usiness robbery, kidnappi
e Ty, pping and
Their case will be heard at the Brits
Magistrate’s Court,
egfast@tbenewagg.mza
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Reinin Uber
- taxi drivers
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Resentful metered taxi drivers
have threatened to put a stop to
Uber operations if the depart-
ment of transport fails to regulate
the popular mode of public trans-
port.

Minister of Transport Joe Mas-
wanganyi, pictured, earlier this
week said Uber drivers should
now apply for licences and oper-
ating permits, which would lim-
it them to operate in permitted
areas.

Secretary for the Gauteng
Provincial Metered Taxi Council
Hendrick Ndou said yesterday
Maswanganyi should implement
the regulations “immediately”
to ensure peace between the two
conflicting industries.

“It musthappenimmedinte]y as
these people are operating every
day. If not, we will stop them by
not allowing them to pick up any
customers. Uber is an app, They
shouldn’t refer to themselves as
a taxi. If they do not have permits
and are regulated, why must they
operate?” he said.

Maswanganyi had recognised
Uber's fair pricing as its main sell-
ing point, but Ndou said the regu-
lation of Uber taxis should include
pricing, saying the gap of costs
between the two similar services
should be narrowed,

“If a metered taxi charges Rso,

(O thenUber should also charge Rso.
-———Regulating them means regulat-

ing their prices. People are using
this illegal service as their prices
arereasonable,” he said.
In response to Maswanganyi's
call for regulation, Uber Africa
spokesperson Samantha Allen-
berg said driver-partners using
the app have completed the re-
quired steps in applying for oper-
ating licences under the current
National Land Transport Act.

Following recent attacks in
Pretoria, Allenberg said the taxi
service partnered with multiple
security response services.

“We are deeply committed to
the safety of both riders and driv-
ers and have a dedicated team
working 24/7 to support our com-
mitment to safety.”
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