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laximan's widow wants justice!

By DULILE Sowaga é 3 his grandkids to waten v,
THE WIDOw of a taxi hoss “Suddenly, we heard a loug
killed in taxi Violence in Khy. - noiseand Iwent to check, only

to find him lying motionless
with blood coming from hijs
head,” saig Modiehi, {
" A police statement said the
iller entereq through the
kitchen. The killing is linkeq |
T to the taxi violence between
er Stilfontein Taxj Associa-q Rl 4 the Greater Stilfontein Tax;
tion was said to be very out- Modiehi Bambanij doesn’t Association and the Khumg
spoken during meetings with & know why her husband was Taxi Association. |
rival taxj groups. shot. Photo by Dulile Sowaga People believe the suspect
Suspect Simphiwe Mcu- § used a gun belonging to 5
nukeli (50) wag arrested but .SBambani (49), said she hopes member of a riya] taxi groyp.
skipped bail and fled to his thataﬂersuchalongﬁme,jus- “All T want is for the law to
home town of Cofimvaba in tice will be served. take its course, Wedon’t know
the Eastern Cape. Modiehi said on theday her this man and the person who
But the law hag caught up T._‘_husb.emcl Wwas killed, a man hired him or why he wanted
with him. Last Wednesday, he~came looking for him buthe tokin myhusband,”saidMod—
appeared in the Stilfontein T-was not around. iehi. .
Magistrates Court. The case © The man introduced him- The case has been post-
Was transferred to North West —Self to Jeffrey’s makoti as boned a few times byt the trial
High Court for trial. “Ntsu”, “Minutes later, Jef. g now expected to begin on 21
Jeffrey’s widow, Modiehij frey entered the house with August.

ma, near Stilfontein, North
West is Praying for justice, <%

Jeffrey Bambanj (54) was
murdered in August 2015 bya
gunman while watching TV
with his two grandchildren, ~

The chairman of the Great-
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City A Re Yeng buses
nearly empty — minister

RAPULA MOATSHE
rapula.moatshe@inl.co.za

HE cost of running the

city’s Bus Rapid Tran-

sit (BRT) at a loss was

raised as “a great con-

cern” at the Southern
African Transport Conference at
the CSIR yesterday.

Transport Minister Joe Maswan-
ganyi expressed concern regarding
the future of the A Re Yeng buses
during his opening speech.

Maswanganyi called on at least
600 delegates to explore solutions
to the problems

related to the
business viabil-
ity of BRT sys-

tems in cities.
Deviating from

his prepared Should we have gone for

of us here have to look at,” he said.

Transport analyst Paul Brown-
ing said there was generally a
great concern about the amount of
money spent on the BRT system.

He said the matter had been
raised by the National Treasury
and would receive attention at the
conference.

MEC for Roads and Transport
Dr Ismail Vadi said: “Current BRT
usage is not that great. We have
already invested around R15 billion
in the system in the three metros,
but Gauteng usage is not more than
75 000 people per day.”

Vadi said the
BRT roll-out was
happening in the
cities. “When
fully in place,
the BRT will
comprise 700km

speech Maswan- something more affordable of dedicated bus

ganyi said he

lanes.”

had seen almost and more viable? Do we need He said it was

empty A Re Yeng important to ask
buses constantly such fancy stations? some serious
travelling on city Ismail Vadi duestions about
roads. the system.

He suggested
BRT buses were
running at a loss by not attracting
more commuters to use them.

“I have seen the BRT buses
from Hatfield and Sunnyside with
two people on board. I don’t know
whether I should continue to sub-
sidise such a bus.”

Maswanganyi threatened to
withdraw the government’s finan-
cial support for the buses and divert
it to taxis if the situation didn”t
improve. “How do you continue to
subsidise a bus travelling with only
adriver? Who am I subsidising? The
bus driver or the bus?”

He challenged the delegates of
scientists and academics to come
up with solutions to the problem.

“If it is not working tell us
and next year we will stop it. Say
‘minister this thing is not working
because of one, two, three’. Maybe
we didn’t do thorough feasibility
studies when we conceptualised the
BRT system. It is a matter that all

“Should we have
gone for some-
thing more affordable and more
viable? Do we need such fancy
stations?” he asked. Vadi said the
government was spending around
R50 million to R70m on each BRT
platform. “We must learn from
this; we need to increase usage and
reduce costs,” he said.

According to Vadi roughly 63 000
passenger trips were being under-
taken daily, with over 80 million
passenger trips having taken place
since Gautrain’s inception in 2010.

At least 140km of new tracks will
be laid in the province in the next
25 years, while 19 new Gautrain
stations are being planned.

Six of these will be located in the
capital, three in Ekurhuleni and 10
in Joburg.

Tshwane transport MMC Sheila
Senkubuge didn’t reply to queries
regarding the business viability of
the A Re Yeng buses.

See Page 3

ATioh C TTRAMS

BRT COST CONCERN

An A Re Yeng bus leaves Church Square,

Transport Minister Joe Maswanganyi delivers the opening address at the Southern African Transport Conference at

the CSIR International Convention Centre,
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Mbalula plans to put an enc

to OR Tambo airport heists

¢:_‘07[ N Soweton
Minister to send
in specialised
police units

By Neo Goba

Those intending to commit
crime at OR Tambo interna-
tional airport in Johannesburg
will have to think twice before
doing so as specialised police
units will be deployed to keep a
watchful eye on any suspected
criminalactivities.

This stern waning was is-
sued by Police Minster Fikile
Mbalulayesterday.

“We have noted all the gapsin
terms of what is happening at
the airports, which is mainly is-
sues of corruption and collu-
sion. Leadershipis key in terms
of what needs to happen and it
can assist us to cap when we
have detected crime long before
and we have sort of agreed on
whatneedstohappen,”hesaid.

“All our police entitiesare go-
ing to conduct a joint operation
with regards to what needs to
bedone hereat theairport.

“I can assure all of you that
criminals are not going tobe on
holiday, we are going to make it
very unpleasant [for them|and
not only that, but we are going
toclean out this placetozero.”

Mbalula was speaking yes-
terday afternoon at the airport
following a meeting with State
Security  Minister = David
Mahlobo, Ekurhuleni mayor
Mzwandile Masina and Gaut-
eng MEC for community safe-
ty Sizakele Nkosi-Malobane.

Mbalula’s remarks came just
hours after a truck containing
valuable goods was hijacked on
the highway after leaving the
airport and the truck driver
and his assistant held hostage.

However, the police man-
aged to recover the truck and
the goods, but the robbers were
abletoflee the scene.

P? c DOP POS
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An aerial photograph of OR Tambo International Airport in Kempton Park, a target of criminal ga
who regularly rob travellers and goods storage facilities./ supPLIED

Mbalula said they had identi-
fied all the weaknesses at the
airport and that part of improv-
ing security and curbing cor-
ruption would be to rotate and
vet police officers who are
deemed to not be doing their
jobs.

Three men, including a po-
liceman, appeared at the
Kempton Park Magistrate's
Court on Friday in connection

are not
going to be
on holiday

with their alleged involvement
in a R20-million heist at OR
Tamboin March.

Simon Thlokwane, France
Manaka, 26, and Philokuhle
Ntanzi, 30, face charges of rob-
bery with aggravating circum-
stances.

Mbalula said the heist could
have been avoided had compe-
tent police officers with integri-
ty been deployed at key sec-
tionsat theairport.

He accused some police offi-
cers of taking bribes from
criminals in broad daylight but
said they were following all
possible leads to root out police
officers who might be implicat-
ed in criminal operations.

Two weeks ago, an armed
robber was killed in a shootout
and another arrested after they
held up security guards in the
cargoareaattheairport.

Police Minister Fikile Mbalula say

wants competent police officers

integrity deployed to OR Tambo ail
JANTON HAMMERL
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State agencies
suspectinside job

By Bongani Nkogi
and Graeme Hoslken

A daring syndicate is alle-
gedly behind the spate ‘of
break-ins into key security
and justice institutions.

“We can say there seems to
be a trend where information
is stolen from state institu-
tions - engaged in sensitive
investigations,” Gareth New-
ham, head of the governance,
crime and justice division at
the Institute for Security
Studies, told Sowetan yester-
day.

Newham spoke in the wake
of yet another burglary at the
offices of the Gauteng North
Director of Public Prosecu-
tions on Sunday night, i

The burglars managed to
gain access to the highly se-
cure building by bypassing

multiple CCTV cameras and
security guards on duty.

Once inside, they allegedly
made their way to the second
floor where they entered two
offices diagonally opposite
each other, making off with
computers and other elec-
tronic devices without alert-
ing the guards. The thieves
were believed to have gained
accessto each office by climh-
ing through small windows
above the doors.

National Prosecuting Au-
thority (NPA) spokesman
Luvuyo Mfaku said two lap-
tops were stolen at offices
occupied by prosecutors.

“No dockets were stolen. At
the moment we don’t know
what those laptops contained.
Our IT [department] is in-
vestigating that,” said Mfaky

The NPA is the second in-
stitution targeted in ag many
weeks. The Hawks, an elite
unit of the police, were bup-
gled last week and several
computers from the finance,

supply chain nianagement;
and human resource man- |

agement were stolen.

Police = Minister Fikile
Mbalula said: “Investigations
are ongoing to uncover the |
internal job that might be |
involved.” ‘

State Security spokesman |
Brian Dube said indications |
that the break-ing were an |
inside job needed to be ad-
dressed before blaming the |
spooks  for failing to protect
state offices. “It’s clear in all
these instances there’s like-
lihood of inside information,
It’s highly likely that there’s
involvement of People who
work inside those structures.”

Newham said: “We should
be very worried because it
means there’s a group of peo-
ple who find it relatively easy
to break into institutions. If
institutions established to
fight corruption are not se- |
cured, a lot of us are not!
secured,” said Newham. !
B nkosib@sowetan.co.za




