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axi trade state

to probe aid plans

‘WE HEAR YOU': MINISTER UNDERSTANDS FRUSTRATIONS

» Industry wants
help with financing;
meanwhile, talks with
govt avert strike.

IHBHR RO O N R

Rorisang Kgosana

arious  government

departments, includ-

ing Treasury, will be

roped in to explore

~all possible ﬁmdmg

mechanisms to help the taxi in-

dustry, which claims to be paying

“exorbitant” interest rates when
buying vehicles.

This was said at a media brief-
ing in Pretoria yesterday, where
Transport Minister Joe Mas-
wanganyi announced alongside
the South African National Taxi
Council (Santaco) that Wednes-
day’s planned strike by the taxi
industry had been cancelled.

COMMON GROUND Mlmster of Transport Joe Maswan
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A meeting was held between
the department and Santaco
on Friday after the department
committed itself to meet with
transport industry roleplayers to
discuss the transformation of the
public transport industry, Mas-
wanganyi said.

“Up front, we would like to in-
dicate that we agreed with the in-
dustry to put on hold the planned
strike for July 12 to allow for fur-
ther engagement on issues that
Santaco brought to the attention
of government.

“Both government and Santaco
agreed to work together to con-
front challenges that the taxi in-
dustry continue to experience on
a daily basis as clearly articulated
in the meeting,” he said,

Last month, the province came
to a standstill when Santaco mem-
bers blocked all major routes and
highways, protesting against the
lack of subsidy by government and
no access to financing.

The taxi council also voiced
concerns about delays in the issu-
mg of operating licences and pay-
ing exorbitant interest rates when
purchasing minibus taxis.

Santaco’s deputy president Boy
Zondi said Maswanganyi was the
seventh minister the industry
was engaging with regard to taxi
industry subsidies.

“We agreed with the minister
to set up committees to look into
all these issues. If we get frustrat-
ed, we will inform the minister
that we see no progress and there-
fore will march,” he said.

As taxis were the most pre-
ferred mode of public transport in
the country, accounting for over
68% of daily commuters, Mas-
wanganyi said the issue of subsidy
needed to be urgently addressed.

“As government, we note the
frustration that the taxi industry
is experiencing with regard to ac-
cessing finance,” he said.
-rorisangk@citizen.co.za

ganyi i and the South African National Taxi Council brief
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- “We agreed o give the governmen
the OPportunity to addresg our issues,

However, should we feel that the
meetings are pot Producing resylts,
we will not hesitate to go on a nationa]
march,” Santaco deputy presiden; Boy :
Zondo said,
news@t/zenewage.ca.za
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Two arrested for murders

ELFAS TORERAI

TWO men will appear in the Molopo

Regional Court and the Ganyesa Mag-

istrate’s Court respectively after they
were arrested for separate murders at
the weekend.

North West police spokesperson Brig
Sabata Mokgwabone said a 37-year-old
man was arrested in connection with the
death of his girlfriend in Lomanyaneng,
near Mahikeng.

“Police in Lomanyaneng nabbed a
suspect for allegedly killing his girl-
friend, 37. It is alleged that the victim
was found lying dead inside a house
with a stab wound in the neck,” he said.

Mokgwabone said in Ganyesa, a
29-year-old man will appear in the local

magistrate’s court tomorrow in connec-
tion with a murder that occurred in the !
small town’s Barolong section.

“The suspect’s court appearance fol-
lows his arrest on Saturday after he :
allegedly stabbed a 21-year-old victim. It :
appears that the suspect and the victim
were at a local tavern when an argument
broke out between them.

“The suspect took outa knife and
allegedly stabbed the victim. The latter
was taken to the Ganyesa clinic where
he died,” he said.

After the incident was reported, the
police successfully traced and arrested
the suspect.

Both men will face murder charges
in court.

elfast@thenewage.co.za
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1cials up for corruption

ELFAS TORERAI

EMPLOYEES of the Rustenburg
local municipality officials will appear
in court today after heing arrested for
corruption. =~

The two men, aged 36 and 57 work
for the municipality’s infrastructure
and electrical engineering depart-
ment in Rustenburg.

The pair were arrested after a-

member of the public tipped-off the
Hawks.

Apparently, the two men had
demanded R3000 in exchange for
shielding a homeowner from paying
a hefty fine for an illegal power con-
nection,

Hawks provincial head, Maj-Gen
Linda Mbana said: “Information was
received from a complainant alleging
that the pair had visited his house
in Rustenburg north, where they
informed him that they were conduct-
ing an inspection.

They then informed him that his
meter box had an illegal connection
and he would be charged R19 000.
The suspects allegedly demanded
R3000 from the complainant saying
they would make a plan for him not
to pay the R19000,” she said.

Mbana said the Hawks had a zero
tolerance towards corruption.

She urged whistle-blowers to report
crimes happening around them.



