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6 in court
for deaths
of unionists

Dragnet closing
-in on assassins

By Boitunalo Telichle
North West Correspondent

S:xpeopleareduetoappearm

union isaders were shot dead
br  %nown assailants.

{  Iula said the police had
proved “people of intepest”
whohavea]legedlyheenor—

gation dating back to last year
resulted in “six masterminds®
allegedly behind the killings,

Three bélieved to be the trig-
ger pullers were arrested in
Eastern Cape,

The sporadic killings started
in 2012, and were believed to
have been fuelled by rivalry
between the Association of

- Mineworkers and Construc-

tion Union (Amcu) and the

\?/ 0I/18 e Qe T 5\

Armcu mu

S Hova 1'-}\\1

Police Minister Fikile Mbalula addressed the media In Rustenburg
yesterday about the Platinum Belt killings. ; TIRO RAMATLHATSE

Ik SR

National Union of Minework-
“'Iherehnsbeenconﬂwtb&
tween Amcu and NUM which
resulted in the gunning down
of prominent leaders, about
nine of them,” Mbalula said.

He said that this was an in-
ternal feud, and that the al-
leged hired assassing had al-
ready been arrested.

“And there will be more ar-
rests. We never got to the con-
spirators; it ends with the guy
who pulled the trigger,”
Mbalula said.

“The importance of this is
that we are not talking about
the man hired or assassins, but
we are speaking ahout the peo-
ple who were behind the

“ . we arrest the person who
has pulled the trigger, but we
don’t know who sent the man

“Our new focus is on strate-
gic criminals, We are dealing
with them because they are
causing harm to the commu-
nities,” he said.

ler's: kingpins held

BREAKTHROUGH: SOME ARE POLITICIANS AND UNION LEADERS, SAYS MINISTER OF POLICE

» Ofnine suspects, now been arrested in connection

six are allegedly with the union-related murders

ds in the Eastern Cape, KwaZulu-Na-"

masmshm tal and in Marikana in the North
three shooters. West. .

Six of them were the “master-

AHBuRHIEIseAnmsasInnEG - minds” and the others were the

£ “~om Jenuiffer Okoye “trigger-pullers.

However, he refused to reveal

inister of Police their identities, saying the public’

Fikile Mbalula has could expect to see thentin court.

‘announced  that

the “brains” be-

) hind the killings of

Association of Mineworkers and

Construction Union (Ameu) mem-
bers have been arrested.

“Last night [Saturday), we took
down [the] brains behind the kill-
ings. We still have few to chase,”
he said.

Several union members were
killed in rapid succession in Sep-
tember last year.

Soon afterwards, Amecu lead-
er Joseph Mathunjwa announced
that the union had hired private
investigator Paul O’Sullivan to
probe the killings of union mem-
bersin the platinum bejt.

" Yesterday at Rustenburg police
station in North West, Mbatula

said a total of nine people have

Describing the murders as
“systematic”, Mbalula said arrest-
ing the masterminds was-a break-
through in the investigation. -

Some of them were politicians
and union leaders, he added.

“We never normally gei to the
conspirators.

“It always ends mth the guy
who pulled the trigger and that’s
it, which is why I am very elated
that for ence we have got them,”
he said.

“We must not only arrest the
trigger-puller, but also the person
who ordered the killing.

“We have been in the Eastern
Cape, in KwaZulu-Natal and now
we are in the North West,” he said.

According to Mbalula, Ameu
leaders were being killed because

of internal strife.

HUNT STIiLL ON. Minister of Poli-FikilaMbalulﬁslys afew suspects are still on the loosa. Picture: Gallo Images

been arrested yet that “they are  working hard to ensure they are
He warned those involved in notuntouchablesand wewillfind brought to book.”
the political killings who havent them. And our police officers are - jenniffero@eitizen.co.za
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NEVILLE KHOZA
RISING middle distance runner Thabang
Mosiako hopes the man who attacked him
and almost caused the end of his career will
soon be arrested.

The 22-year-old student was beaten up
allegedly by a group of North West University
students last week after an argument that
started in a restaurant.

Mosiako, who is still recovering at home,
said he had already opened a case and was
still waiting for the police to conclude their
investigation as they were still looking for
the CCTV footage.

Mosiako’s friends who witnessed the
attack, said it was racially motivated and
was so brutal he was left unconscious,

“The police are still investigating the
case and hopefully it will be done soon,”

1

Searc

The ST - 1afe

BONGANINKOS!
pongani.nkosi@inl.co.za

g. .HHQD@EEQDNGO&FO
Eﬂ#mZumEEm. believed tobe North
West University (NWU) students,
who severely assaulted and left
star athlete Thabang Mosiako
’ nscious.
15.@859 22, was attacked along
with his friend and fellow athléte
RentsoMokopane, 23, outside the
university’s Potchefstroom-campus
ight 0.
S e attack, Jabelledby
Mokopane as racially motivated,
left the national 5 000m charnpion
in hospital. “T'm relieved he
has been discharged. He is now
fecovering at home, slowly but

o p—

Rising runner

Middle distance runner Thabang Mosiako, 22, was attacked allegedly by a group of North West U

Mosiako said yesterday.

“The thing is I can’t identify the culprits
a5 there was a group of 10 or 12 students.

only know two of them.

“Butlet’s wait for the police to do theirjob.
Now I'm recovering from home and will go to

the doctor tomerrow for a checkup.™

The national 5000m title holder was set
to travel to Algeria for the African Champi-
onships next month E_e may not be able to

do so now:

A report said eyewitnesses told local news
soon after the incident that the argument
started at Varsity Café, when Mosiako inter-
vened by defending a waiter who was being
verbally abused by three of his attackers.

When he left the restaurant, a group
of about-12 students were waiting for him

outside.

The police arrived at the scene to stop the

” said Mokopane. ..
mnnm«na E.w%womom said at the
weekend the attackers were yet to
beidentified.

- Mokopane toldThe Star
that late last wéek the varsity
protection service wgimm him
footage of the assailants’ cax
-driving in and out of campus.
“You can tell from the vidéo
that it's eitherastudent driving or
someone who knows a student at
the university,” he said. “1 wmumé
"1 be caught very soon.
Emwrowouebm said the altercation
erupted at a café not far from
the campus. Three of themen
were insultinga S%Eon when
kopane was inthequeue.
Eoma asked the men to desist from

might of the law.

and extremists alike!

black males!”

—e ,suﬁ hile also
gwearingat the e, W
clarifying that he wasn't fighting
them, Mokopanesaid.
““WhenT went outside they
were waitingfor me. They started
hitting us, even when wefell to
ground,” said Mokopane.
This round of attacks stopped
when police arrived on the scene.
Mokopane said this groupef
officers refused to.come to their
e.
nﬁm«cuma the police came, Itold

“Spread the word! Let us mobilise against
racism and racial profiling against young

“Itis not the first time that black studénts
are targeted and assaulted in Potchefstroom.
It seems this area is a major haven for racista

provinces@thenewage.cozn.  RECOVERING: Middle distance runner Thabang _Som_w_s wants his attacke arrested. PREHORTHEE
; !

. | _ _ _ | ~
niversity students last week, friends say it was racially motivated \,
} ¢

attack and later left, only for Mosiake and his s
friends to be ambushed again by the same
group of peopleon their way back to campus, |

The attack cansed an tproar- on social
media, with students.calling for mobilisation
against racism in Potchefstroom.

One Facebook post said: “f urge all of
you who value the lives of your fellow black
brothers and sisters to make it your per-
sonal mission to make sure these racists are
immediately apprehended and face the full |

T S Bl S b

2 f....l_. __..... . - i
(L..ﬁla..r. ;

_—

E@EE&« guys are gssatilting us.
But they didn’t listen toour story.
Weunderstood that they wouldn't

But the group ambushed them
again nearst campus, and that's
whéh Mosiako was knocked
unconscious. He was rushed to
hospital with head injuries. .

Mosiako is the South African
5000 titlé holder Mokopane said
‘histraining partner feired he
might not pexform as well in the
future.

‘He was due to travel to Algeria
for the African Champlonships
“next month. “He’s nervous about
(the prospect of) not performing.
1 can see he's stressing alot,
Mokopane said.

o:woa racist attackers of star athlete

* Professor Dan Kewadi, the
NWU vice-chancellor, said a probe
was afoot to establish the identities
of the attackers. “I really donot |
want to exonerate students of this
allegation, We must identify them |
by name and student number.

We're working on that. .

Lambasting the attack, Nma«.au
said: “It's regrettable, :«Rog»m
and embarrassing that we're mE.—
experiencing this at this stage in [
e ao:nn._w Lieutenant-
The police’s -

Colonel Adele Myburgh said she

would havea full update of their

investigatior today. She conflrmed

a cage of assault with intent to .ﬁu

harm was opened.
grievous bodily .
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MEC Motihabane expresses satisfaction with the
nof I(gnmntsn Il_uistermu authority

construgtion

NW ECONOMIST: MEC Motlhabane
expresses satisfaction with the construction
of Kgomotso Regigtering authotity North
West motorists living on the borders of the
Province and Northern Cape are expected to
receive vehicle registering services sooner

Laﬁcoﬁormar

then the time frame scheduled
uponappointment of the contractor for the

’ construcuon of the Kgomotso Registering

Authority.
This follows a mammoth progtess registered

“on the first phase of the construction at the
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registering authority site which is estimated
at 70 percent completion already.On his site
visit, Community Safety and Transport
Management MEC, Dr Mpho Motlhabane
said the progress was overwhelmingly
impressive as he committed to putting more

pressure on the department for the second
‘phase of the project to begin in earnest too.
*The progress registered here is remaﬂcab!e.
We' need contractors who are service
delivery orientated Like the ome who's
responsible forthis project.

The quicker you complete this project the
sponet our people start to get services on

- their Province. Most of our people this side

ends up registering their vehicles in
Northern Cape because of lack of services.

-With this eminent completion, motorists will

now enjoy government services at their door
step and this is service delivery at its best,”
said Motlhabane. The R2,6 million
construction project has created 11
contracted job opportunities
for the duration of the project. All of whom
are recruited from Kgomotso village in the
Greater Taung Local Municipality. Over 40
unemployed people benefited from this
project, particularly the
women and young people who -got
temporary jobs on suh-contractmg basis.
The Registering Authority is expected to
benefit communities from more than 20
villages surrounding the Kgomotso village
with an estimate of more than 5000 vehicle .
population. “We will ensure the effective
and efficient renewal of motor vehicle
licenses, registration of new vehicles, de-
registration of stolen and recovered vehicles
or vehicles permanently unfit for use as well
as notifications of vehicle changes in respect
of vehicle particulars and re-registering of*
stolen and recovered vehicles,” said
Motlhabane. According to the MEC, the
phase two of the project will include the
construction of the testing ground for the
vehicle testing station and the satellite office
for Taing Law Enforcement Station.

Sbcs ™™

G0 pushes fur trafﬁc trammu college programme

N BCONOMIST: The
Executive Council (EXCO)
of the North West
government met last
Thursday for its normal
monthly meeting to discuss
progress made on various key
issues relating to the
implementation of the
National Development Plan
(NDP). The post EXCO
media briefing was addressed
by three MECs who included
Selle Lehari of the

. department of Education and

. Sport Development, Wendy
Nelson of the department of
Finance,. Economy and
Enterprise Development and
Dr Magome Masike of the
department of Health.
A variety of key issues

affecting the governance of
the province was addressed
and EXCO resolved to
implement and re-arrange
programmes in line with the
needs of theregion.

EXCO firstly announced the
approval of a proposal for the
establishment of a traffic
training college in the
province. The provincial
department of Community
Safety and Transport
Management has been
entrusted with the
responsibility to ensure that
it deals with all
administrative requirements
that will pave.the way for the
introduction of the college.
The details thereof will be
communicated to the public

once due processes would
have been folowed and
finalised by the responsible
depsrtment.
Seeondly EXCO - received
and aceepted progress report
on the hosting of the
provincial OR Tambo Public
Service Excellence Awards
to be held on February 14 at
the Rustenburg Civic Centre.
The awards ceremony is held
to recognise and reward
public service excellence in
the delivery of services.
All the provimncial
departments have hosted
their excellence awards
ceremonies, which served as
a build up to the provincial
awards ceremony.
EXCO also approved reports

on the. outcome of the
SAMA, SATMA and Mahika
Mahikeng Cultural Music
Festival. .
The EXCO resolved that this
year, the VTSD music
awards should be held as part
of a build up to the SAMA.
The EXCO further
appreciated significant
improvement registered in
the 2017 Mahika Mahikeng
Cultural Music Festival. The
festival was bigger and
better, and should grew even
bigger in 2018.

The establishment of an
academy of librarianship
through Tkatisong School of
Governance in the Office of
the Premier has been
approved by EXCO . The

Department of Culture, Arts
and Traditional Affairs
(CATA) will lead the -
processes and will work with
the Department of Education
and Sport Development to
ensure that schools that have
libraries also benefit from the
training.

EXCO further approved the
expenditure report which by
December 8 2017 stood at
68, 47 percent and
infrastructure excluding
Conditional Grants and
including Conditional
Grants at 69.41 percent and
62.27 percent respectively.



