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Puplls from

Modimolla and
Madibe villages
to get bicycles

. ELFAS TORERAI
PUPILS who walkto schoolin Modlmol]a
and Madibe villages near Mahikeng will
receive bicycles to ease their transport
problems.

Community safety and transport
management MEC Dr Mpho Motlha-
bane will hand over the bicycles this
‘morning. The bicycles are part of the
Shova-Kalula project that started in
2003. The project is a partnership of :,
the provincial and national Department
of Transport to enhance the mobility
of pupils.

Motlhabane will hand over bicy- i
cles to pupils of Mococe Secondary,
Saane Secondary in Modimola vil-
lage and Seleje Secondary i in Madlbe
village. -

Department spokesperson Thabo
Sematle said: “Shova-Kulula is a low
cost transport. intervention by the i
government. It comes at no cost to its
beneficiaries. This intervention is par-
ticularly favoured to the pupils from
villages, townships and small dorpies
communities: :

“This is an attempt by the state to
redress past inequalities and to reduce
impediments that inhibit access to edu- :
cation, social and economic opportum—
ties,” he said. :

Sematle said the pro_]ect was also a §
positive response to ensuring pupils had-
ease of access to education regardless
of distances to school. :
~ “Equally, it is a vehicle for reaching :
both social and economic opportunities
for the rural communities. The main :
vbeneﬁmanes being pupils, who live in |

reas and are facgd with a daily i
stance rom thelr respectlve '

homes to school

“The criteria for puplls to quallfy
for this intervention is based on the
non—avallablhty of public transport :
in the particular ares, the inability
to afford public transport and ben-
efiting pupils who walk between Skm
to 5km daily to and from school he i
said. -

elfast@thenewage.co.za
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Police need tools
todo theirj_gp

Sioq [90i Pﬁ 12 SAPS SoWw

here are many things within the police thdt
need fixing. Far too many police officers re-
gard wearing the uniform as a mere job,nota
service to society. '

And there are many officers who are crim-
inals themselves, abusing their positions to enrich
themselves. Bribery is a far too frequent occurrence.

Training is woeful, at best. There have been reports
that many police officers are barely literate and, be-
cause of that, many investigation dockets are a sham-
bles. Detective work, in many cases, is so poor that sus-
- pects go free. And there are hundreds of police officers
on the. streets carrying weapons without having fire-
arms proficiency certificates.

Sometimes, the long arm of the law doesn’t stretch
very far, because some stations don’t have the basie re-
sources to attend to erimes.

Yet, all of those negatives must not blind us to the
fact that there are still many within the police who are
there to serve the people of this country and to ensure
they stay safe — and get justice. :

These are the people who can find themselves tar-
gets, simply because they are police officers. They are

the people who are prepared to put their lives on the:

line for the rest of us. _

Between April 1last year, and March 31 this year, 40
police officers were killed in the line of duty. Many oth-
ers were wounded or injured.

Those who died left behind grieving families — some

of whom would have lost their breadwinner.

It is fitting that Police Minister Fikile Mbalula and
Deputy President Cyril Ramaphosa paid tribute to the
fallen and pledged to intensify the fight against crime.

But fine words are nothing if they are not matched
by action. Tackle crime, tackle corruption in the ranks
and give our police officers.the tools they need to do
their jobs.-



