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Take kids’ welfare
seriously, cops told

Scores of youngsters still being abandoned,
Mbalula urged to ‘choose to care’ for them

NONI MOKATI

OLICE Minister Fikile

Mbalula, alongside the

SAPS, has been urged

to take up children’s

issues seriously ahead
of National Child Protection
Week which runs from tomorrow
to June 2.

Shocking findings by child
protection activists revealed that
while child abandonment cases
have slightly declined, a new
trend known as “anonymous
abandonments” is on the rise
with little chance of children
being reunited with their bio-
logical families.

“In the past it used to be that
children were left in hospitals and
at children’s homes, and officials
would have the mother’s details.
Now more and more children are
left in the veld and in dangerous
zones with nothing - not even a
note,” child activist Dee Blackie
said yesterday at the Princess
Alice Adoption Home in Joburg.

Blackie was speaking at the

launch of her research on the
incidence of child abandonment
in the country.

According to figures, two out
of three abandoned babies die.
It has also been found that of
the 200 abandoned babies found
in Joburg every month, only 60
survive.

In 2010, it was recorded that up
to 3 000 babies were abandoned.

According to Blackie, as
part of the research, a total of
26 organisations representing
32 NGOs which run Child and
Youth Care centres took part in
the study to ascertain real figures
of how many children are in fact
“thrown away” by their parents
as no real or updated numbers
currently exist is the country.

She said reasons cited by
child protection officers for the
increase in anonymous abandon-
ment includes a lack of support
or social services for foreign
mothers in government depart-
ments of Justice, Home Affairs,
Health, Social Development and
the SAPS.

“Not only are these children
abandoned, they must then con-
tend with a disability or disorder
that will impact them for the rest
of their lives.”

Blackie said the issue was
further exacerbated by police
who only recorded cases of child
abandonment as “inquests” on
their files.

“The only way we can get real
statistics of child abandonment
cases is if police start recording
incidents of concealment of birth
or children that have been found
as being abandoned,” she said.

Blackie added that of those
abandoned new infants found
dead, police and morgues usually
recorded their deaths as “still-
births” which is not true.

The research has meanwhile
prompted the development of a
new awareness campaign under
the National Adoption Coalition
of South Africa’s crisis preg-
nancy brand, “Choose to Care”.

Blackie said she hoped
through the campaign they would
raise awareness.
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No mercy for thugs — Mbalula

SIYABONGA MKHWANAZ|

POLICE Minister Fikile Mbalula
said no abused women would be
turned away at a police station.

He also told Parliament that
police would not tolerate the
abuse and murder of women and
children.

Mbalula was delivering his
maiden budget speech as Police
Minister in Parliament, where he
defended the police and said they
would intensify the fight against
crime.

He told MPs that criminals
must never be on holiday in South
Africa. He wanted communities
to reclaim the streets from crim-
inals and police would drive the
fight against crime.

There must be rule of law in
South Africa. “When we say shoot
to kill we don’t say shoot innocent
people, (but) shoot in defence of
the innocent,” he said.

He said criminals were run-

ning amok in the country and
that has to stop.

Mbalula warned that rotten
tomatoes would also not be toler-
ated in the SAPS.

The police have dedicated offi-
cers who fight crime 24 hours a
day, and they would not tolerate
anyone in the system who gave
them a bad name, he said.

In the fight against crime,
80 new police stations would be
built across the country at a cost
of more than R583 million. This
would improve the service by
police in communities.

Jerome Maake of the ANC
backed Mbalula, saying there was
no time to treat criminals with
kid gloves and the state would
root out crime in all its facets.

Chairperson of the portfolio
committee on police Francois
Beukman said they welcomed
Mbalula’s commitment on the

process to appoint a new National
Commissioner for Police.

This would happen after June
27, a few days before the contract
of suspended commissioner Riah
Phiyega comes to an end.

Zakhele Mbhele of the DA said
the police at station level were
understaffed, under-resourced,
ill-equipped and poorly trained.

He said Mbalula would have
to look at this. He said poor
leadership was to blame for this
situation.

Mbhele also said the violence
against women and children in
recent days pointed to problems
in the system and these must be
addressed as a matter of urgency.

Manzoor Shaik Emam of the
National Freedom Party said he
agreed with Mbalula on tough
action against criminals.

He said criminals must not
be taken lightly, and government
should deal with them.
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560 convicted of

MAYIBONGWE MAQHINA

THE Anti-Corruption Task Team
(ACTT) has revealed that 560 pub-
lic servants have been convicted
of committing serious corrup-
tion offences involving R5 mil-
lion or more since 2014.

Briefing the standing commit-
tee on public accounts on Tues-
day, Hawks acting head Yolisa
Matakata said 130 officials were
convicted in 2014/15 and 206 the
following financial year.

A further 224 officials were
convicted in 2016/17.

Matakata said the Asset For-
feiture Unit recovered R11m from
the officials convicted of corrup-
tion and related offences.

In 2015/16, Rlm was recovered
_ and Rim has so far been
recovered in the 2016/17 finan-
cial year.

Matakata said the value of

-

recoverable amounts stolen from
the government was estimated
at R1.5 billion in 2014/15, R136m
in 2015/16 and R206m in 2016/17.
In this financial year, the
amount was standing at R126m.
Matakata said the value of
potential loss prevented was
R106m in 2016/17. “The value of
contracts, administrative deci-
sion and actions set aside was
R4bn in the past financial year.”
Matters referred for civil litiga-
tion amounted to R3bn in 2016/17,
while corruption money frozen
was R2bn in 2014/15, R238m in
2015/16 and R1bn in 2016/17.
The task team was saddled
with 77 enquiries; 85 had case
numbers, 37 were being han-
dled in courts and 55 had been
finalised with convictions. |
Matakata listed capacity and
budget constraints as one of the
challenges faced by the ACTT.

Pg F Howks

serious gra

ft |

“With all those challenges we
will continue to use the resources
at our disposal optimally.”

ANC’s Mnyamezeli Booi asked
why amounts investigated by
the ACTT were far less than the
R4sbn in irregular expenditure
identified during audits by the
auditor-general.

NPA head Shaun Abrahams
said there was a disjuncture in
amounts declared by the AG,
compared with what was inves-
tigated by ACTT. He said they
depended on matters referred to
the investigative authorities. “If
not reported to us, we don’t know
about them. The role of the AGis
absolutely critical in communi-
cating with ACTT. In fact, the AG
should be part of ACTT.”

SIU head Andy Mothibi
revealed plans to re-establish a
gpecial tribunal to recoup money
speedily through litigation.

e




