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Parents call for so

n’s ‘killers

to be dealt with harshly

17-year-old
assaulted for
alleged theft

By Boitumelo Tshehle
North West Correspondent

The parents of a boy whose
death sparked a violent protest
in Coligny, North West, only

found out on Sunday their son

wasdead.

Matlhomola “Fani”
Mosweu’s parents became
aware of his death when a pic-
ture of his corpse was shown to
them by acommunity member
who cametotheirchurch.

This was after residents had
been going around the area
with the picture searching for
theboy’sfamily.

Matlhomola’s father Saki
Dingake, 45, said they were in
church on Sunday afternoon
when they heard that someone
outside waslooking forthem.

He said a primary school
principal then showed him a
picture ofhisson.

T was shocked. I knew that
there was aboy who was killed,
but never thought it wasmine,”
hesaid.

Matlhomola had been miss-
ing for1i dayson Sunday.

His mother Mmankhibidu
Mosweu, 43, said she last saw
him on April 19 at home in
Scotland informal settlement,
Coligny, when his grandmoth-
ersent him to buy paraffin.

«T never suspected anything
was wrong when he did not
come back home because we
were used to him being gone

Mmankhibidu Mosweu and Saki Dingake sit in shock iri their one-roomed shack after they wert

from home for days, but he
would eventually comeback.”

Matlhomola was the third of
seven children, and he was 17,
not12asit wasearlierreported.

She said she had heard about
the dead boy in the area, but
never suspected that it was her
son as all the reports said he
wasi2.

“] cried uncontrollably
[when I found out]... this made
me feel like an irresponsible
parent,” Mosweu said, sobbing
as she breastfed her eight-
month-old baby onherbed.

She said Matlhomola liked

visiting his friends on one of
the farms in Putfontein, about
30km from Coligny, so they
thoughthe wasthere.

He was apparently severely
assaulted, and later died, after
he was allegedly caught steal-
ing sunflowers on a farm in
Scotland.

Two men made their first
court appearance for Matlho-
molgsmurderonFriday.

They were charged with
murder and attempted murder
and wereremanded in custody.

The case was postponed to
May g forbailapplication.

informed about the death of their son Matlhomola. /BOITUMELO TSHEHLE

Mosweu said she wanted
those who killed her son to be
killed too.

T don’t want the law to take
its course. I want them to die
the same way they killed my
son.” 5

Matlhomola attended Hark-
bokslaagte farm school in Put-
fontein.

Dingake said hisboy’skillers
could have just hit him or pun-
ished him, but they had no
righttokillhim.

The family lives in a one-
roomed shack with no electric-
ity orrunning water.
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A , 29, was stabbed to death in

Tkageng near Potchefstroom in a

fight allegedly over a woman, North

West police said yesterday.

Sergeant Kelebogile Molekb said

the police received information
about a murder in Promosa.
“They found the vietim next to
the road with a stab wound in his
chest,
“According to information
available at this stage, the victim

and the suspect were in a fight over

a girlfriend when the victim took

out a knife tried to stab the suspect.

“Allegedly, the suspect grabbed

the knife and stabbed the victim in
the chest.” A 32-year-old man is due

in court tomorrow. — ANA

X

Nabbed for theft of

window frames

TWO men arrested for theft of alu-
minium window frames will have a
chance to apply for bail when they
appear in the Mmabatho Magis-
trate’s Court again on Thursday.
Matlihomola Nobeza, 39, and Mo-
ses Mabunda, 29, were remanded
in custody when they appeared

in the same court on Friday last
week. Provincial police spokesper-
son, Brig Sabata Mokgwabone said
the pair were arrested in Magogwe
Tar village. - Elfas Torerai

Fight over girifriend

leads to man’s death

A POLICE officer acted swiftly

to arrest a 32-year-old man who
allegedly murdered another man,
29, in Promosa, Potchefstroom,
fighting over a girlfriend. The inci-
dent happened on Sunday night at
about 8pm. Sgt Kelebogile Moleko
said: “The suspect's apprehension
came after the police received
information about a murder that
took place in Promosa and went
to investigate. They found the
victim lying on the ground next to
the road with a stab wound in his
chest" — Eifas Torrerai

NAPG \O SAPS N w posy

ozloslzu

-
A

wrm——

O POSITivE SACS AW ozfoS|zoly

N PG

1



-

= M@ M

2 held for cable theft
at Eskom substatio

IN® PG SAS OO Posi,

ELFAS TORERAI

TWO men, one from Lesotho were arrested
for allegedly stealing copper cables at an
Eskom substation in Stilfontein,

The arrest followed a tip-off from com-
munity members,

Divisional executive for security at Eskom,
Tebogo Rakau said the theft happened at

Kardell substation in Stilfontein, near
i Klerksdorp.

Rakau said Eskom security officers

! raided the building and arrested the two
¢ men while their accomplices made a hasty
! escape. Fourteen rolls of underground cop-
i per cable, weighing 265kg, were recovered

from the scene, along with a hacksaw, knife

and rubber gloves, which are thought to have
i beenused by the suspects to obtain the cable.

A case of possession of suspected stolen

: material was opened at the Stilfontein police

Station,
“We are grateful for the continued support

NAILED: Two men were ca
power station in Stilfontein, PICTURE: FACEBOGK

ught with 265kg of copr blés stolen from an Eskom

vE oZ|oslzov

We are receiving from the public in the fight
against cable theft and other infrastructure-
related crimes,” Rakay said.

“Damageto an electricity substation poses
& serious danger to members of the public,
particularly inquisitive children, who might
wander into the substation vard and be elec-
trocuted by the exposed power lines that
might still be live,

“Such vandalism and thefi also disrupts
power supply to all the surrounding homes,
health facilities, businesses and other ser-
vices such as traffic lights and streets lights
that are supplied by the affected substation.

“This greatly inconveniences households
and leads to loss of productivity for bysi-
nesses and ultimately affects their profitabil-
ity and ability to retain or hire more staff”

He said members of the public should
report suspected cable theft and electricity
theft by sending anonymous SMS tip-offs to
Crime Line on 32211,

eﬁixst@tizenewage. co.za
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Kasi unites against xen

By DULILE SOWAGA
community of Lethabong

near Rustenburg; North West,
has unanswered questions fol-
lowing the murder of a local
Ethiopian shop owner . . .

Yaykop Tamirat was shot dead in-
side his shop in the kasi on Thurs-
day night! _ g :

According to his countryman,
Ashenafi Gecho, Yaykop had three
bullet wounds on his forehead, an-
other on his chest and the other in
his mouth.

Foreigners in the township were

left scared and confused as no one
knows why Yaykop was killed.
No robbery occurred -and his
friends and family don’t know of
any enemy. :
“He was a quiet guy who wasn’t
into women. His shop barely made
more than R500 in daily profit, so
we don’t think he could have been
killed by. any business rival.”
Ashenafi said they were waiting
for Home Affairs documents to re-
patriate his bodyfor burial in Ethio-
pia.
Lieutenant-Colonel Amanda Fu-

nani said the
23-year-old
man  was
found dead in =
a pool of STl shop
blood inside Wil Yaykop was
his shop. killed on Thursday
“At  this [le]n8
stage there is
noarrest. Investigations continye,”
Lethabong residents have stood
againstxenophobiaformanyyears,
even marching alongside foreign-
ers in 2015 to call for unity and pro-
tection of foreign shop owners,

Men held for

5

ELFAS TORERAL

NINE men were arrested after a police

 task team in the province linke:ii .th;l;g
 to serious crimes that happene mb g
Rustenburg area between Novembe

§ 201 April 2017. .
Zogri:fliicigl police spo}gsperson Br;%
Sabata Mokgwabone sa1.d it m?k prgp z
coordination and utilisation of mw!e: 1%(:5
tive aids in line with a back-to-bas

oS E R TG A Oclos | oVl
™

6 years of crime

approach to crack the case leading to
arrest of the nine.
th&;’olice spokesperson said patience ar}d
erseverance worked for the po%lce in
gringing to an end the crime syndicate’s
ign of terror. ‘
rei%/lokgwabone said the men were |
linked to various offences including
house robbery, rape and illegal posses-

ion of firearms.
g elfast@thenewage.co.za
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Coligny boy died of
broken neck, says dad

| SHOCK: MOM WAS AT CHURCH WHEN POLICE PHONED HER

» Those who did this to my
son must also be killed, says
12-year-old’s heartbroken
father.

he boy of 12 who died in Coligny
in North West after allegedly
being loaded into a bakkie by
two farmers who accused him of
stealing a sunflower from their
field, had a broken neck, his father said
yesterday.
~ “His neck was broken, the head moved
loosely from one side to the other. He had
a cut on his throat, on the chin and at the
back of his neck. There was also blood in
his mouth,” said Sakkie Dingake, describ-
ing how he found his son, Matlhomola Jo-
nas Mosweu, at the government mortuary
in nearby Lichtenburg on Sunday.
Mosweu allegedly died when he either
Jjumped out of the bakkie or fell from it.
His death had sparked violent protests
that left a trail of destruction in the small
maize-producing town.
The violence resulted in the torching of

at least three houses and three trucks.

Dingake, 45, of Scotland informal set-
tlement near Tlhabologang, said his son
was last seen on April 18 when his grand-
mother sent him to town to buy paraffin
for her. '

“He returned and went out. That was
the last time we saw him. All the time we
thought he had visited friends at a farm in
Putfontein. He usually spent time with his
friends there during the school holidays.
All this time we were fighting, only to find
out that we were fighting for our child.”

Dingake said the family found out on
Sunday that Mosweu was dead.

Mosweu’s mother, Agnes Mosweu, 43,

said she asked her son’s friends whether .

he was at the Putfontein farm but was told
he was not there.

“I get worried. I was at church when I
received a telephone call to come to the
police station,” she said.

Dingake said their suspicions were con-
firmed when a primary school principal
came to him and showed him a photo, in-
quiring whether it was his son.

He confirmed it was his son and was
taken to the government mortuary to

identify him.

‘I am heartbroken. Those who did this,
to my son must suffer the same fate. They
killed my son, they must also be killed,” he
said.

He refuted claims that Mosweu had
stolen a sunflower from the fields next to
Scotland informal settlement.

“Mosweu did not steal sunflowers, he
in fact did not eat sunflower seeds. Why
would he steal a sunflower?” he asked.

He said funeral arrangements had been
completed and his son would be laid to
rest on Saturday in Coligny.

Mosweu was a Grade 6 pupil at a farm
school'in Coligny and was the third of sev-
en children.

Two farmers, Pieter Doorewaard and
Phillip Schutte, were arrested in connec-
tion with the death of Mosweu. They ap-
peared in the Coligny Magistrate’s Court
on Friday and the case was postponed to
May 9 for a bail application.

Residents of the informal settlement
claim one of the accused was allegedly
involved in the deaths of two people, the
most recent being last year.
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