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1 lice officers rewarded for hard work and excellence
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NORTH West police officers will be
Honoured this week for their hard worl,
excellence and dedication.

Provincial police said the aim of the
annual service excellence awards and
‘medal parade which will be hiosted by
North West police commissioner Lt-
Gen Baile Motswenyane was to provide

support to officers and honour their-
efforts.

“I also provides managers with 2
mechanism tofacilitate an improvement
in employee morale and institutionalise
a culture of positive behaviour and inno-
vation in service delivery in the financial
year 2016-17,” police spokesperson Brig
Sabata Mokgwabone said.

Provincial community safety and

transport management MEC Mpho
Motlhabane will deliver the main
address at the event which will take
place at Brits Sports Ground in the
North-West tomorrow.

Mokgwabone said police officers in
different categories will be honoured.

“The service excellence awards will
be preceded by a medal parade wherein
about 130 police members will receive

30 years faithful service and centenary
medals.

“SAPS employees in the province
will be awarded in different catego-
ries including the ‘sportswoman and
sportsman of the year,” Mokgwabone
said.

During the police national excellence
awards in January this year, Brits police
gtation was named the best station of

the year in the country.

Brits station commander Brig Ellen
Emmanuel said police officers based at
thestaﬁonwereemouragedtocomeup
withideas that would assist in reducing
crimes in communities. i

The station was able to reduce serious
crimes by more than 10%. The station |
made more than 3000 arrests.

provinces@thenewage.co.za |
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By KARABO RAMMUTLA
SHE had gone out to
have some fun but it
turnedintoanightmare
when she was raped by
a mute man.

To add to her horrer,
her alleged attacker is
still walking the streets.
That’s allegedly because

sign language interpreter
1o read him his rights be-
fore he is arrested!

_ The.28-yeéar-old woman
from Jakkalsdaps Village
in Winterveld said her
nightmare started when

_she went to an outside toi-
jet to relieve herself at a
local tavern early in Sep-
{ember.

She said the man grab-
bedheranddraggedherio
the toilets in full view of
other patrons: :

«[ gcreatned but people

po]icehaveyethbﬁnda .

just looked and did noth-
ing,” she’said.

She said when they
reached the_ftoilet, the
man started beating her.
«Ha forced me to undress
and threatened to hit me
with a brick.”

The man communicat-
ed with her by using sign

language.

«After hé raped me, he
started crying and apolo-
gised, but I walked out.”

She said she was afraid
fhe man might rape her
again or someone else as
he was still roaming the.

streets.

“We work at the same
mall. Every time 1 see
him, he waves at me. He
can see that there are 1o
consequences for whathe
did and he might do it
again.”

North West police

Woman heaten, raped in tavern toilet

FyrguICSUAy €9 VUeouer vz

This 28-year-old woman
is afraid that the man,
who raped her might try
again. . Photo by
Samson Ratswana

spokesman Colonel Saba-
ta’ Mokgwabone said a
case of rape was opened.

He didn’t say why the
suspect hadn’t been
arrested.
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Customer
service
in SAPS

" 2 5ARS (Nmoz\.m‘)(\legutm‘c 25/(0“')

irie stats paint a
picture of mayhem

“appalling’

By woie 20 Lijolee

Mbalula also criticises acute 1
lack of smart management

GEORGEMATLALA
OLICE Minister Fikile
Mbalula - yesterday
slammed the quality of

customer service at police sta- -

tions as appalling, saying the
SAPS .had an “acute” lack of
leadership from station level
‘upwards.

Speaking before the release
of the crime statistics, Mba-
Inla said he wanted to deliver a
police service that was profes-
sional-and - courteous, among
others. . )

“The SAPS has anacutelack
of leadership from station level
up. The customer service for
our people is appal-
ling. Batho Pele
was just an event
inside the SAPS...
It is not something
management truly
bothers with,” the

“Police stations
and 10111 are the

Dlaces at which |aspEp TOP COPS:
service delivery Fikile Mbalula

begins. The police
must treat our
people courteously. and with
sensitivity

“We agree with.our people
that much needs-to be done to
improve our front-office servi-
ces,” he added.

Mbalula said the #MyPalice-
Station Campaign was meant

* to address shortcomings in cus- .

‘tomer service.

Although theére was a
decrease in overall crime, with
police working under tough
conditions, Mbalula said the
men and women in blue were
being let down by management.

“Our police are workihg
under tremendous situations,
but -are not led properly by
mafagement. Management
must have strategic capacity

or else we have accepted living .

with criminalsas a part of life,”
he said. :

The-Police and Prisons and
Civil Rights Union (Popcru)
said that despite the decreases
recorded compared with last
year’s statistics, not much
difference was evident as the
percentages had chahged only
slight

tly.

“In this regard, we are of
the view that the SAPS should
review its whole organisational
structure. The main challenge

is that the SAPS has bewmeQ
a Hollywood-like. structure, inE"
that almost evetybody is act-
ing... at national structures,
provineial structures and units 33
across the country” Popcru

_spokesperson - Richard Mama-

bolo said, 2 (A
“The BAPS structure in
its current form is bloated,
wherein you find a lot-of dupli-
cated positions... This has led {A
to having too many bosses with
conilicting mandates and dir-
ectives that have caused confu-
sion and poor performance,” he (‘D
pointed out. P \
. He said different leaders™
came with different mandates
o that ended up con-
! fusingthe functions
4 of police on the.
d ground - the very
|| people who were
supposed to execute
the crime preven-
tion strategy
“We have been-
consistent in say-
ing crime does not
happen at national
and provincial
offices, where most
of the manpower is currently
located,” Mamabolo said.
-, The EFF said the SAPS was
“among the most unprofes-

sional, inefficient and unreli-

able of public_services, with

‘little ability to investigate and

combat crime”.

“Our society’s levels of
crime signify the inhumane
conditions of- high unemploy-
ment and poverty in a country
of First World proportions of
‘wealth,” the party said in a
statement.

The ANC in Parliament
said the shocking iricrease of
6.4% in aggravated robbery and
14.5% in hijackings courntry-
wide was indicative of a society
thatwas increasingly becoming
unsafe-and more violent.

" ‘The ruling party echoed
Mbalula’s' sentiments that
Gairteng, the Western Capeand
KwaZulu Natal must become
priority areas where the deploy-
ment of police was important.

" Crime remained & serious
challenge, which required joint
efforts by all stakeholders to
tackle and eradicate, the ANC
statement read.

“Crime fightingremains one,
of the ANC government’s top
priorities,” it added.

Murder has risen
to19016: that's
52 killings a day.

By Graeme Hosken

Death, mayhem and destruc-
tion. Rape, sexual assault and
pillaging. All of them on the
rise in South Africa.

Yet acting national -police
commissioner  Lieutenant-
General Lesetja Mothiba is
confident thai citizens have
faith in the country’s thin blue
line of policermen and women.

“T am confident that South
Africans are confident in our

‘organisation,” said Mothiba, at

a press canference just hours
after the release of the.crime
statistics yesterday.

South Affica’s latest police
crime statistics paint a picture
of a country at war with itself.

South Africans, according to
the Institute for Security Stud-
fes (ISS), are' now 13% more
likely to be murdered than
they were in 2012,

Murder has risen by 1.8% to
19 016 killings in the 2016/2017
financial year when compared
to the 2015/2016 financial year.
That equates to 52 murders a.
day - five times the global rate.
Of those killed, 3478 were
woinen and children.

Murder increased in four of
the nine provinces ~ KwaZulu-
Natal, Western Cape, Gauteng
and M;

Sexual  offences  have
dropped by 4.3%, from 51895

to 49 660, with rape decreas-

ing by 4% from 41503 to
39828. Car hijackings in-
creased by 14.5%, from 14 602
to 16 717. Robbery in residen-
tial areas and non-residential
areas has increased by 7.3%
and 5%, respectively.
Drug-related: crimes in-
creased by 12.9%, from 259 165

Police Minister Fikile Mbalula after announcing the latest
crime statist[cs in parliament./ EsA ALEXANDER

to 292 689. According to police
statistics, there are 52 attempt-
ed murders and 61 home rob-
beries on average a day, with
46 vehicles hijacked daily -
along ‘with 16 aggravated (vio-
lent) robberies occurring every
hour (386 per day).

For Police Minister Fikile
Mbalula it’s back to basics —
the¢ rejuvenation of police war
rooms and defunct crime in-
telligence capabilities.

“Tt will be expensive, but it is
steps we have to take. It cannot
be business as usual or unusu-
al,” he said. “We have to revive
specialised units, have éompe-
tent police officers who know
how to investigate crimes,
malke arrests and ensure that
cases are so.solid that we se-
cure convictions. Criminals
have too many rights in this
couniry, while our citizens’
rights are trampled on.” *

Gareth Newham, ISS crime
and justice programme head,
said the statistics remained

v

more likely to
be murdered
than five
years ago

seven months out of date.

He said the most disturbing
thing was that the two cate-
gories.that were the most reli-
sbleindicators of viclent crime
- murder and armed robbery -
continied to increase.

“Weare now 13% more likely”
to be mnurdered than five years
ago. Aggravated robbery
shows how profound the fail-
ures of police leadership have
become.”

u See Page 5
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HE Minister of Police, Fikile Mbalula,

THE Stini.
statistics

Sob

yesterday

There wasn’t much to be happy about.
Attempted murder was marginally
1ber of sexual offences actually .

y, has spiked,

the Western Cape not
the issue is even more

problematic because many of these killings have
been perpetrated by gangsters.

um
1, though, has increased, as has robbery

with aggravating circumstances by a worrying

. mumber of contact crimes in general down 2.4%.
| 6.4% . Murder in Gauteng, particulari;

|

reported to police was down by 4.3%, with the
with KwaZulu-Natal and
far behind. In the Cape

 down, the
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Thankfully; Minister Razzmatazz, as he is better

knowni, was sombre. Magisterial.

“Behind the numbers are real feelings, real
es being committed, no one being hurt, no
1e being killed. The fact thgt sexual oﬁ‘énqes have
blue line that is all that stands between us and
archy. .

lives, real hurt, real harm, real losses;” he said.
courge don't feel they will get justice from the

Equé]lg the spike in aggravated robbery

" We couldn't have put it better ourselves.
.Theonlygoodcrimesiaﬁsﬁciszem—as inno
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abrazenness among criminals that
ither they won’t be caught, or that if they do, the
enalties for their deeds are no deterrent.

*Aepas)sad sanSh --

fighting crime,

is precisely what they should be —as well as

reassurance toa fearful citizenry that the war

the outlaws is actually being won.
Asalways, the police are only part of the arsenal

this war. We, the citizens, have a vital role to

d creating an environment where crime cannot

v alerting the police, giving testimony in court
urish.

We are heartened by Mbalula’s customary
lonesty and candour; far too many of his
redecessors have either tried to spin the figures
r conceal them altogether. Mbalula sees crime

tistics as a vital tool in actually

hich
If we do that, we have a chance.
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