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Hawks have laun

NONDUMISO ZWANE

...................................

THE Hawks have launched a.n investiga-

tion into the Master Deeds data breach,

which exposed the personal information
of millions of South Africans.

. Hawks spokesperson Brig Hangwani
Mulaudzi said the Hawks typically does
riot comment on ongoing investigations,
however; in light of the intense public
interest and the potential impact of

-this matter, the Hawks are collaborat-
ing with other law enforcement agencies
and stakeholders investigating the data
breach.

- “The scope of the 1nvest1gat10n will

not be discussed at this point, however.
The Hawks’ cybercrime unit is lead-
ing the investigation. Lt-Gen Yolisa
Matakata has instructed that investi-
gators spare no effort in their probe
and in enforcing the law to the fullest
extent against anyone found to be at
fault,” Mulaudzi said.-

The company implicated in the leak

has distanced itself from the matter.

This week Australian web security

expert Troy Hunt revealed on Twitter

that the personal jnformation of more

than 30 million South Africans, includ-.

ing their ID numbers, had been leaked
online, He took bo Twitter saymg he

cwéd data probe

had “a very large breach titled ‘master
deeds™. The title of the data led him :
and other commentators to speculate §|
the leak could potentially be from the
Deeds Office. ‘

‘The Home Affairs Department has i
confirmed that it is investigating, :
Ahout 27 gigabytes of data contain-
ing the names; full identity numbers,
ineome, employment history and even :
home addresses of 33 million South
Africans have been uploaded onto an

unsecured server:

Tuesday’s dlscovery is suspected to
‘have been uploaded about two years ago.
nondumisoz@thenewage.co.za
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