“THe New AUE

ELFAS TORERAI
AFTER 27 years of dedicated service in
the police, WO Lucky Mokheseng said
that this year holds fond memories for
him because he won his first award.

Mokheseng, 49, said that 22 years of
unbroken service with the top crime
fighting unit, the Hawks, had been espe-
clally gratifying.

The veteran cop received standing
ovation for being the star of the night
at the provincial awards held in Potch-
efstroom on Friday evening.

-The awards, organised by the Hawks
in the province, were meant as a pat
on the back to dedicated officers who
had made a difference in fighting crime

-across North West commuinities.

Mokheseng, who is attached to the
Serious Organised Crime unit walked
away with an award for serious crime
investigator of the year for level 5-7 and
he was also the overall winner of the
year.

Mokheseng was central in many
arrests specifieally those related to
drugs around the province.

“I feel very happy that for the first
time in decades, I have been honoured
in this manner. It’s an exciting moment
for me and this poses as a challenge for
‘improved performance going forward,”
he said.

The officer reiterated thanked those
he had worked with in recording numer-
ous success stories that helped curb
crime. ‘

“I'm based in Klerksdorp and I want
to thank the team I work with. Special
mention also goes to the informers who
have confided in me vital information.
I want to thank them and say that our
relationship should continue,” he said.

The drug scourge and other serious
crimes in the Klerksdorp communities
and elsewhere in the province remain
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Veteran Hawks officer honoured

RECOGNITION: Maj-Gen Linda Mbana, far right, hands over awards to

dedicated, long serving members in Potchefstroom on Friday.

challenges the Hawks have to deal with.

Col Rasekaka Makuoane - the pro-
vincial commander for serious organ-
ised crime also walked away with two
awards, onefor man of the year and the
second ene for provincial commander
of the year.

In her remarks at the awards, North
West DPCI head, Maj-Gen Linda Mbana

said that she was hopeful oother mem-’

bers will be inspired to work harder
in order to be recipients of the awards
next year. B

“The awards are aimed to celebrate
members who selflessly dedicate their
lives to the cause of fighting prior-
ity crimes by not.only doing what is
expected of them but also going beyond
the call of duty,” she said. ‘
. The award for investigating team of
the year was scooped by the unit, prior-

ity violent criime for their ground break-
ing investigation in Marikana that led
to the arrest of 14 men alleged to have
beeri involved in the murder of former
ward ceuncillor.

Some of the dignitaries present at the
event were MEC for economy, finance
and enterprise development, Wendy
Nelson who delivered the keynote
address. ’

- Acting nationalhead of the DPCI, Lt-
Gen Matakata was also-present at the
ceremony. AR — )

A message of support was rendered
by the permanent representative to the
UN and the International Organisations
in Vienna, ambassador Tebogo Seokolo.

The executive mayor of the JB Marks
municipality, Khotso Khumala also
graced the event,

elj‘aQS't@thenewage. co.za
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uuormant
Says cop
ratted her
out to thugs

North West
Wwoman in hiding




