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10111 strike unresolved, ‘because blacks use

THE government and the Police
Ministry are complacent in resolv-
ing the 10111 wage strike because
the emergency service is mostly
used by poor black people, SA Fed-
eration of Trade Unions general
secretary Zwelinzima Vavi said yes-
terday.

“Black people benefit from the
10111 service, people who call in are

murder rate in Philippi’s Marikana
informal settlement, Western Cape,

(Sapu) members at the crime call
centre first downed tools in July

where 11 people were shotand killed  after wage negotiations deadlocked.
over the weekend. The strike was temporarily

“Over 30 black people have suspended a few days later as
been killed in Philippi _— . = negotiations resumed at

over three weeks...
will you see live TV
images? Will you
see the presidentor /

the CCMA. The union

2013 by a task team set up by former
police commissioner Riah Phiyega.

Sapu stood its ground last
week when police management
instructed the striking workers to
return to work by Friday or face
disciplinary charges because the

the working class and black... they
are not the affluent. The higher mid-
dle class, the rich, including the bil-
lionaires, do not even know 10111,”
Vavi told reporters in Joburg.
“They have panic buttons and
private security contact numbers
and are guaranteed a response

within five minutes... it is black ing-class issue.” Zwelinzima Vavi the Departmment of
people, the marginalised in society The only tirie Home Affairs, SA
who use the service, that iswhy the  black workers mattered to the gov- Social Security Agency, SA Rev-
minister does not care.” ernment was around electiontime, enue Service and the presidential

Helikened the Police Ministry’s  Vavi said. hotline, among. others. The salary

handling of the wage strike to the

premier go there? |

to happen... this is a
black issue, a work-

South African Police Union upgrades were recommended in
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10111 operators calling for action

then resumed the strike was unprotected.
. strike after accus- This followed the agreement the-
\ ing rival union SAPS saidithad signed with major-
| Poperu of stalling ity union Poperu.
Will you see them | | the CCMA talks. Sapu said it would not sign the
put up street lights | The workers agreement as it did not address
or shifting resour- have demanded their demands. It further threat-
ces to that area? salary upgrades ened to take the SAPS to court.
None of that is going to be at the same The union said it would intensify

level as other call ifs strike and march to the seat of
government, the Union Buildings in
Pretoria, on October 16,

“Sapu, as a true workers’ van-
guard, will never sell its members
out to the highest bidder. The 10111
operators demand parity, justice
and a living wage.” - ANA

centre workers at

d A L Sapu and the SAPS started in July. “Management found a sleeping
F‘ BN REF‘LWEMAGASHUE Talllpere were protest marches which partner in the form of a captured
Lf‘ THE South African Police Union impacted on people not being helped  Poperu,” they saJd
. (Sapu) insisted yesterday that it plans  as about 5000 call centre operators “These two signed an agreement
to go ahead with a protest march to  downed tools. on August 4 that forces \yorkers to
the Union Buildings in Pretoria on Sapu and Saftu accused policeman-  be declmed essentl:al services _under
October 16.° agement of intransigence. the Police Act. This is while issues
| Sapu told a media briefing at the They said that instead of address-  of equal pay for work of (:qua} value
Johanneshurg hea officeof the South  ing the demands of the workers, man- “had not ]oeen addressed,” Sapu and
African Federation of Trade Union  agement had rushed to get workers’  Saftu sa.ld.‘ A
(Saftu) yesterday that it would not status changed from being employed Meafxwhlle, P?pcru‘dxsnnssed
| move from its demand for justice, - in line with the provisions of the allegations as misleading.
pay parity and equal pay for-equal  Public Service Act to the Police Act. “We_ asP?pm'uh?venotexhausl.:ed
work, for all members employed as “This had ‘the sole intention of all options in relation to addressing
operators at the 1011 call centre of the ~ getting the 10111 operators declared ~ demands of workers with manage-
South African Police Service. essential services so that at;lh}ley mﬂaly Eahent. Sapu and Saftu have jumped
%1011 operators are demanding not use their power now in the e gun. ) ] .
govermnengn treat them the same as  future,” they said. - “They are mlsleadmg tk}e.puhhc in
workers in other government, call cen- Sapu and Saftu accused rival union the hope of gaining public'support.
tres,” Sapu general secretary Oscar  Police and Prisons Civil Rights Union Thx-?y knuw th:ey have no power of
Skommere said. (Poperu) of being a “sweetheart”  achieving that,” Poperu said.
The long running dispute between  union. refilwem@thenewage.co.za
| .
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ing resources to that area? None
of that is going to happen ... this
is a black issue, a working-class
issue.”

The only time black workers
mattered to government was
around elections time, be'said.

South African Police Union
(Sapu) members st the crime call
centre first, downed tools in July
after wage negotiations dead-
locked.

The strike was temporarily
suspended a few days later as ne-
gotiations resumeéd at the Com-
mission for Conciliation, Media-
tion and Arbitration (CCMA).

The union then gesu_m‘ed the
strike after accusing rival union
Poperu (Police and Prisons Giv-
il Rights Union} of stalling the
CCMA talks.

The workers have demanded
salary upgrades to be at the same
level as other call eentre-workers
at the department of home affairs,
SA Social Security Agency (Sassa),
SA Revenue Service (Sars) and
the presidentia} hotline, among
others. The salary upgrades were
recommended in 2013 by a task
team set up by former police com-
missioner Riah Phiyega.

Sapu stood its ground Jast week
when police mariagement im-
structed the striking workers to
return to work by Friday or face
diseiplinary charges because the
strike was unprotected. ~ANA
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