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Transport Networks-MEC Motihabane

Community Safety and Transport
MEC, Dr Mpho Motlhabane
called on communities,
businesses, transport operators,
SMME’s, oversight committees
and all law enforcement agencies
in the Province to work together
towards the expansion of
transport networks and creating a
crime, greed and corruption free
environment.  °

According to Motlhabane, lack of
transport networks and rampant
crime are crippling the economy
and scaring away potential
investors from the Province and
the country at large.

“Crime has the potential to derail
and stagnate prosperity of the
South Africa's economic. The
harm caused by crime has a
significant impact on society

which results info drawbacks for
the economy. The amount of
money lost due to-crime presentsa
great economic loss to our
economy, which otherwise could
have been used in other needed
projects,” said Motlhabane who
reiterated the importance of
working in an integrated and
collaborative manner with all
stakeholders with a sole intention

to ensure building a solid-
foundation in order to lure
possible investors to invest in the
province as well as boost the
economy of Bokone Bophirima
Province".

“The solid foundation is the.
drastic reduction crime, dealing
decisively with corruption, fraud
and- greed which are destroying
our economy and scaring away

|
!
|
J
i
|

investors. We must all work on
the implementation of the
National Development Plan,
Vision 2030 which advocates for
zero tolerance to crime, fraud,
greed and cotruption."

“We need to create a conducive,
attractive, safe and secured
environment for investment to
thrive and contribute positively to
the economy and social
¢ohesion,” he said.

The Transport and Safety
Lekgotla was particularly
convened to highlight the
importance of transport in
creating _|0b oppﬂgtumtles and -
#We must
leverage the critical role of
transport in advancing economic
growth and reducing historic
inequalities, by providing
maximum opportunities and
ensuring that we provide an
effective and efficient
transportation that will result in
heightening multiplier effects.
This way, there will .be better
accessibility to markets, work
places will be brought closer and -
additional investments will be
realised,” he concluded.

There were robust engagements
with presentation by various
speakers from the SETA, CADET
programs, consultants, academics
and departmental officials.
Stakeholders like taxi
associations, organised labour,
bus companies, transport
operators, women in transport
networks; all had an opportunity
to raise issues inhibiting
accelerated economic growth and
sustenance.

The Lekgotla successfully
concluded business the following
day, 10/11/2017 with a career
exhibition were no less than 250
learners from villages, townships
and small dorpies drawn from all

four districts of Bokone

Bophirima were bused in to
receive representations from
University, TVET colleges,
SETA, Aviation Authority, These
stakeholder presented a handful
of opportunities and careers as
well as about bursaries and
funding within the sector.

Stalls inspections, viewing of
animal carts, commuter and
scholar busses, bicycles and light
aircrafts were displayed.
Lokaleng villagers were excited
too to have benefited and taken
part of the event hosted at the
Mafikeng Aviation Academy
located in the Lokaleng village.
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YTHE Rustenburg area has experienced
“a sharp increase in the number of stolen
“motor vehicles, prompting the police to
“*jssue a warning to motorists.

Other areas such as Klerksdorp, Brits
‘and Mahikeng are also experiencing the
¢ problem but the police said more cases
are reported in areas under Rustenburg,
" North West police spokesperson Brig
 Sabata Mokgwabone said thugs were
.argeting parked bakkies. i
1= - “Investigation into these cases have
- 'shown that places such as Rusten-
-burg CBD, Waterfall, Impala Shafts,
| k-'iGreenside, Luka, Marikana West,
ia. Mmaditlhokwa, Meriting Extension 2,
E Paardekraal and Ramiochana are mostly

affected,” Mokgwabone siad.
“A further investigation has revealed
that bakkies are being targeted and

i
l'f“-‘are stolen generally during the night
Y.#at parking lots.
k - “In some of the cases, it is alleged
that complainants were drugged by
unknown people, who then stole their
vehicles.

“It is also apparent that some of the
vehicles were stolen while taken for

repairs,” Mokgwabone said.

MOTORISTS WARNED: There has bee

o &l It [17. TP Pe3 NwosAPS Neg-
Rustenburg éxperiences sharp

increase in motor vehicle theft

N a sharp increase in the number of-

vehicles stolen from parking lots. rgucey

He said motorists have been urged to
take precautionary meastres especially
during this period of the year.

“Exercise caution at . parking areas
and to report unknown and suspicious
people or motor vehicles to the police.

“Avoid leaving or parking vehicles for
a long time at areas or streets that are
not well lit and ensure that all vehicles

and motor bikes are locked and safely
parked inside premises,” Mokgwahone
said. ]
Community members have also been
urged-to work together with the police
and Community Police Forums to stop
the increasing cases of property related
crimes,
elfast@thenewage.co.za
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A 33-YEAR-OLD man appeared |

in the Ga-Rankuwa Magistrate’s
Court yesterday after he was
arrested for house robbery.

‘éq

The suspect was arrested by the Tj

police in Klipgat on Friday.
He is said to have been part of a

a 76-year-old man in his housé
before fleeing the scene on foot.

“The three suspects gained
entry into a house through a bro-
ken window in Block K, Madidi,
near Klipgat,” police spokesperson
Lt-Col Adéle Myburgh said.

“According to information
available at this stage the sus-
pects, after gaining entry into the
house, confronted and assaulted &
76-year-old victim who they found
in the dining reom.

“The suspects hit the victim
with an iron rod over his head
and robbed him of his cash before.
fleeing the scene on foot.”

However, the police managed to
follow up on leads and arrested one
accused soon after the incident
but his two accomplices remain
at large.

“He was expected to appesr
in the Ga-Rankuwa Magistrate’s
Court yesterday for house robbery.

“The investigation into the mat-
ter continues and more arrests are
imminent,” Myburgh said.

elfast@thenewage.co.za

group of three men who attack@
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been arrested in connection with
the kidnapping and murder of a
North West teacher, Thuli
Ngwenya. The two were nabbed
in Johannesburg as the North
West police felt they had made a
breakthrough in the murder-case

that ‘riled Mahikeng and- theé~

country at large. Spokesperson
Capt ‘Yvonne Magoboza said a
dedicated team of detectives
working together with crime
intelligence apprehended the
men on last week Monday and
appeared briefly at Mmabatho
court' on charges, of murder.
Captain Maqoboza said “The
police made a major

breakthrough by arresting two

Fea L M

suspects aged 50 and 51 in a case
in which Thulisile Ngwenya was
kidnapped and murdered,” She
added . “The pair's arrest in
Johannesburg, came after a
thorough and intensive

“investigation-by the team..that
‘managed 6. recover the
decéeased’s-cellphone.”

Ngwenya, 56, who was a teacher
at Lekoko Primary School
outside Mahikeng, was reported
missing on October 22. The
missing person's report was made
on Saturday after Ngwenya did
not return home after she had
gone to one of the local banks
earlier that day. Her car was

found parked next to the
Mahikeng long distance taxi rank
on Sunday. After days of
searching, Ngwenya's
decomposed body was found by
a shepherd on October 25 near
Bokone village around
Mahikeng. “The suspects are
expected to appear in the,”
Maqoboza said. Police

commissioner Lt-Gen Baile
Motswenyane applauded the
team for working around the
clock to track and apprehend the
suspects. She expressed hope
that a- successful convictior
would be secured and that the
pair be subjected to punishmen
befitting the heinous-crime they
committed.
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Five alleged vehicle theft syn-
s e e ot
‘ rob and
Pintimidation in” Wobaes
Q-stad, the Directorate for Priori-
ty Crimne Investigation (Hawks)
in North West said Yesterday,
“The syndicate allegedk
O approached potential second-
hand motor vehijcle buyers at
o\ ¢ar dealerships and Promised
ontltem better cash deals for sim-
@!ar vehicles. A test drive would
- then allegedly be arranged and
L thereafter, a meeting sched-
led to seal the dea] with the
~=requested eash payment... the
 Suspects would allegedly take
£ ok 4 By suid
; ' in
,!flané}féikhotso. Jid
3 said an investigation
,:Swas registered following nu-
o)merous ecases being reported
: l_é)at the Mogwase police station
}— outside Rustenburg, fitting the
*  same modus operandi.

_ Rik said investiga-
tions were conducted, leading

to the arrest of the five men
yesterday. A gixth suspect was
already in prison for a different
crime,

_During the arrests, ftems
seized included 11 cellphones,
R18 000, rounds of ammuni-
tion and several SIM cards, The
Priority Crime Specialised In-
vestigations Unit of the Hawks
18 already working on engur-
ing that all the asgets acquired
from the proceeds of crime get
forfeited to the state,” she said,

The suspects are due to ap-
pear at the Wolmaransstad
legv‘iftmte’s Court tomorrow,

Vehicle theft bust

D [nf 17 Lo News Pg 2 e
& wNw Yog\nU
FIVE alloged seHics et cai®
members were arrested for, ] ]

motor vehicle fraud, robbery and
intimidation in Wolmaransstad

yesterday, the Hawks in North West

said. .

“The syndicate allegedly
approached second hand motor
vehicle potential buyers at car
dealerships and promised them
better cash deals for similar
vehicles, A test drive would
then allegedly be arranged and

thereafter, a meeting scheduled to
seal the deal with the requested cash

payment after which the suspects
would allegedly take the money and
get away,” said Captain Tlangelani

Rikhotso.—- ANA
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