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Police boss celebrates

ELFAS TORERAI

: PROVINCIAL police commissioner Lit-

Gen Baile Motswenyane has commended

; the police for arresting three armed men’

{ in three separate crime incidents at the

| weekend.

i  Thearrests were seenasa major leap

forward in the province’s quest to reduce

serious crimie.

i The first man was arrested after a

i truck was hijacked on the N4 on Friday

{ evening,

Provincial police spokesperson Lt-Col

i Adéle Myburgh said the hijacking took

! place in Swartruggens.

© “A 33-year-old suspect was arrested

. shortly after he allegedly hijacked a

 truck.

. “A truck driver was driving along

 the N4 road in the vicinity of Groot
Marico on Friday evening about 7.30pm
when the occupants of a Toyota Quan-
tum threatened him with firearms

~and forced him to stop,” Myburgh s

" aid.

* “The truck driver was-then bundled
into the suspects™vehicle and two of the
men drove off with the truck.

“The victim managed to escape. The
matter was reported to the police, who
traced the truck and pulled it over on the
Swartruggens-Zeerust road,” Myburgh
said.

The hijackers started shooting at the
police, who managed to recover the vehi-
cle, worth R500 000 and arrested one
man on the scene. No-one was injured

; during the shooting. :

! The arrested suspect is expected to
{ appear in the Lehurutshe Magistrate’s
i Court today. :

i A 29-year-old man was arrested in
i an unrelated incident in Lichtenburg
i on Friday evening.

arrest of three men

The man had apparently pulled out
a firearm and demanded cash from a
liquor store.

“The cash in the till was handed to.
him

He instructed the victims to move
towards the back of the shop before
fleeing the scene.

“The owner of the shop and his son
chased after the suspect, catight him
and handed him over to the police,”
Myburgh said.

It was later discovered that the man’s
weapon was a toy gun.

The cash from the liquor store was
recovered.

The man will appear in the Lichten-:
burg Magistrate’s Court today for busi-
ness robbery.

In the third incident, the Brits tactical
response team arrested a 24-year-old
man for the illegal possession of a fire-
arm on Saturday.

“The suspect was arrested after it
was reported to the police that a man
was seen with a firearm in one of the
taverns in Modderspruit.

“When the police arrived at the tay-
ern, the suspect tried to flee but ran
out of luck when the police arrested
him.,

He was found in possession of 2 9mm
pistol,” Myburgh said,

The accused will appear in the
Brits Magistrate’s Court today

for the illegal possession of a

firearm.

Motswenyane commended the police
and members of the community for
working together to fight crime.

She said the arrests would serve as
an indication that the police would not
hesitate to deal effectively with crime
in the province. ,

elfost@thenewage.co.za



