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Stolen computers recovered

ELFAS TORERAI
A 35-YEAR-OLD man was arrested
and computers worth more than
R30 000 recovered in-a crime crack-
down operation in Moretele village.
Police in Brits and Bedwang con-
ducted a joint crime intelligence
driven operation at the
weekend and managed
to.receive information on
the man which they acted
| upon:
i Lt-Col Pelon0m1 Makau
. said: “The suspect’s
: apprehension came after
: information was received
* that he was in'possession
i of suspected stolen goods
: at Moretele village near
i Bedwang.
i “Upon following up on
: the tip-off, the suspect from Suthelong
i village in Moretele was found in posses-
: sion of seven suspected stolen comput-
" ers,” she said.
Makau said that a further probe
revealed that the goods worth
R30 000 belonged to the New Horizon

Pelonomi Makau

College which is in the same. build-
ing as ‘Makana' Crechie in Suthelong
village. ‘

“The goods were positively linked
with a case of business burglary com-
mitted last month when nine computers

were stolen.

“The suspect is expected ‘to appear
in‘the Temba Magistrate’s
Court today on charges
of business burglary and
possession of suspected
stolen goods,” she said.

Police officers who made
the arrest were applauded
for. their. swift reac-
tion after receiving the
tip-off. - | .

Provincial police com-
missioner L't Gen Baile
Motswenyane
mended the officers
and pointed out that cooperation
of various units and proper deploy-
ment of resources that resulted.in
the successful arrest will continue
to be used in bringing criminals to
book.

elfast@thenewage.co.za.

com- -
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ng up illegal a

Givi

NONDUMISO ZWANE
THE South African Police Service has
until tomorrow to reconsider the paper-
based system it intends using for the
handover process during the proposed
firearms amnesty 2018,

The portfolio coramittee on palice will
be expecting the SAPS to present how
it will integrate the committee’s sugges-
tions into the strategy.

The committee suggested to reduce
_the high number of illegal firearms on,
the streets using the amnesty as there is
aneed to integrate information technol-
0gy systems to mitigate risk and ensure
clear and effective record-keeping of
| surrendered firearms must be built into
| the gl am
¢ Chairperson of the committee Fran-
i cois Beukman said the intention was to
 ensure that the firearms were traceable
; throughout the entire amnésty process,
; including thie point of destruction,

i The committee also said that police
¢ officers designated to receive these
! firearms at police station level, must
; be vetted. ’
¢ “The committee supports the
’amnestybutmusthiglﬂightthatthis
i support will he retracted if officers
gthatréceivetheseﬁx'gmmsmnot
| vetted.
* There is a need to reduce the risk
; factor and this can be achieved through
{ vetting,” Beukman said.
i He said the surrender of firearms at
all police stations is also questioned,
especially in relation to the trust defisit
that exists in relations with the police
and some police stations have been
flagged for losing many firearms in
recernit history. )

“We urge the SAPS to rethink this
strategy of surrendering arms. Bither
designate a police station in a cluster or
come up with an list of police stations
that will be excluded from the amnesty
process.

“The comrmittee needs safe steps and
rigk mitigation procedures built into the

-strategy to enhancé the amnesty pro-

cess,” Beukman said,

 The Police'and Prisons Civil Rights
; Union- (Poperu) said there were many
i illegal firearms roaming the streets,

:  Poperu spokespersgn Richard Mama-
i bolo said this remained a mammioth
! challenge for hoth police ind communi-

RETHINK: The SAPS have until tomo
over process during the proposed Fij

ties need to both confront for common
safe

ety.
“Fhroughout our country, violence
remains at an alarming rate and it
is reported that gun-related killings
remain the leading cause of death,”
Mamabolo said.
He said despite the minister of police’s
commitment o speed up processes for
the registration and control of firearms,

rearms Amnesty 2018, e

they urge communities to work closely
withlaw enforcement agencies in report-
ing those who might be coneealing fire-
arms.

“It -is only through our joint efforts

that we can reduce these regrettable .

killings among ourselves,” Mamaholo

As of Mareh 2015 there were 1.8 mil
lion licensed civilian gun owners in the

—— =

ms

 Committee to hear how police will integrate, strategise processes of 2018 guns armnnesty

rrow to reconsider the paper-based system it intends using for the hand-

country which means out of 100 people,
three own a gun;

Just more than 3 milkion firearms are
registered to civilians,

“The majority of guns are legally
mamfactured, all illegal guns were
once legal before being diverted to the
illegal podl of weapons in South Africa,”
he said. ’

nondumiso@theriewage.co.za
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