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ACCORDING to Statistics South
| Africa’s Victims of Crime Survey,
1.2 million South African house-
holds experienced 1.5 million crime
incidents in 2016/17.

Most of these victims of crime
| probably contacted the national
police emergency line — 10111 - for
help in their time of need. Some got
the assistance they needed, some
| unfortunately didn’t. i

To bridge the communication gap
and get help fast, Dialdirect Insur-
ance has partnered with Namola to

ing safety app available nationally.
The SABC through its TV chan-
nel, SABC3, has come on board as
Namola’s official media partner.

Namola is a free crime-response
app that allows users to share
their GPS co-ordinates, name and
nature of the emergency with a 24/7
| response call centre,

" For genuine alerts, police, other
emergency response and citizen
responders are then dispatched and
monitored. Future plans includes
highlighting crime hotspots and
sharing proactive safety tips and
information from community mem-
bers. y

" Yusuf Abramjee, anti-crime activ-
ist and Namola chief ambassador,
said: “Namola was initially Jaunched
as an ‘Uber for police’ in the City of
Tshwane and later Gauteng. It was
introduced to give victims of crime
-access to a new innovative way of
contacting the police and now has
over 80 000 registered users.”

Namola improves efficiencies

and alleviates pressures placed on
10111 eentres by pre-screening alerts.

make South Africa’s fastest-grow-
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Crime victims:
use Namola app

%

It also pinpoints the user’s exact
location, making it easy for emer-
gency services to find them.

Warwick Scott-Rodger; executive:

head of Dialdirect Insurance, said:
“Namola is a smart complement
to 10111. Your call will always be
answered and the information will
be passed on to the nearest police
station. Namola doesn’t guarantee
the police will be.on time, but it
improves your chances to get help

-greatly. As a broadcaster that prides

itself with putting its citizens first,
the call to fight crime and assist our
communities ‘with efficient crime
reporting channels is one of our top
priorities.

“We all have a huge role to play in
fighting crime and, through SABCS,
we hope the SABC will contribute a
great deal to spreading maximum
awareness about the solution the
Namola app brings to South Afri-
cans and how they can benefit from
it,” says SABC acting group chief
executive Nomsa Philiso.

During his maiden State of the
Province address, Premier David
Makhura alluded to the use of tech-
nology in the fight against crime,

In response to that call, MEC for

Community Safety, Sizakele Nkosi-

Malobane, said she was excited about
the national rollout of Namola.
“We piloted thé technology in
some of the Gauteng Traffic Police
high-performance vehicles and the
technology has proved to be effective

in improving turharound time when.

responding to crime incidents and
emergency alerts.” .

It is free, To turn your phone into
a panic button, look for Namola in
the Apple App Store or Google Play,
or visit. www.Namola.com

Namola

®

Suppaoarted by dialdirec!

|

" Pabi Moloi, Peter Matthaei, Yusuf Abramjee, Nomsa Philiso, Stephen Podilea
and Warwirk Seatt-Rodaer durina the launch of Namala vesterdav.

‘Police Uber’
app launched
o~ i}

‘From left: Pabi Moloi, Yusuf Abramjee,
Nomsa Philiso, Warwick Scott-Rodger
and Stephen Podile. = .

oto by Christopher Moagi
By CHRISTOPHER MOAGI )
PLEASE HOLD ... .will soon be a thing of the
past when calling emergency services and
cops. : 7 =
The Namola app is finally here and almost
.80 000 people are registered users.

The app was launched at the SABC M1 Mu- ‘
(siic Studios in Auckland Park, Joburg yester-

ay. . ; |
Crime activist and Namola chief ambassa-
dor Yusuf Abramjee said it will boost the po-
lice and EMS response time. ; :

He said: “It's very simple. You download
the app and in case of an emergency, all you
have to do"is press the emergency button. -

“Within seconds the message goes to.the
national control centre of Namola; -

“Thecontroller will then get youralertand
see exactly where you are,” 3

Having your location on will help the app
pick up your GPS co-ordinates.

Ambrajee said it won’t be easy-for people
to make hoax calls because people are regis-
tered as users. s
- According to Abramjee, Namola was ini-
tially launched as a pilot “Uber” style project
for police in the City of' Tshwane, before mov-
ing to Gauteng.

“The app was introduced to give victims
of crime access to a new way of contacting
the police,” said Abramjee.

« Hesaid Namola aims to improve efficiency
and alleviate pressures. placed on the 10111
centres by pre-screening alerts,' .

. Peter Matthaei from Namola said: “This
isoneof the biggest breakthroughs South Af:
rica has had in the fight against crime for
years. The way we call for emergency re-
sponse has finally entered the 21st century.”

Stephen Podile, director for Gauteng Com-
munity Safety, said they support the appand
encourage South Africans to download it.

Podile said Gauteng MEC for Community

| Safety, Sizakele Nkosi-Malobane, was also-

sold on the idea.

“She has given an instruction to say we
support the app,” said Podile. i

He said about 75 of the department’s Vrr
Phaas (VW Golf GT1s) have already béen fit-

| ted with the Namola system to fast track

their response time.
. The app can be downloaded on the Apple

Store and Google Play Store.
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Girt missing, 5 houses torched

Two more houses have been torched in
Rustenburg, following the disappearance
of a teenage girl, North West police said
yesterday. '

Rustenburg police spokesperson Cap-
tain Elsabe Augoustides said the-houses
were set alight on Wednesday night, bring-
ing to five the number of houses torched
since Tuesday night.

“We are appealing for calm, there are
criminal cases being investigated that
could lead to prosecution, arson is a seri-
ous charge,” Augoustides said. “A man was
arrested on Wednesday night for posses-
sion of a petrol bomb.” :

Irate residents of East End, in Rusten-

burg, took the law into their own hands _

on Tuesday night, burning down houses
they -alleged Nigerian nationals operate

brothels from. Three house were torched.

on Tuesday. ,

This was after Gomolemo Karabo Hara-
ba, 14, went missing on her way home from
school on November 3. She is a Grade 8 pu-
‘pil at Rustenburg Technical High School.

“The police request anyone with infor-
mation that may lead to successful tracing
of Gomolemo to contact the investigating
officer, Detective Sergeant Ernest Modise
on 060-967-3932 Or 073-189-9343,” Augous-
tides said. o'

She said firefighters were threatened on
Wednesday night when they were called to
extinguish the fires. .

“The community threatened to burn
the fire engine if they extinguish the fire.
They returned without fighting the fire.”

Stephen Haraba, Gomolemo’s uncle and
family spokesperson, said on Tuesday that
a man, when confronted by the communi-
ty, made a few cellphone calls and told the
community he was going to Rustenburg
Noord to pick up Gomolemo.

“We waited for three hours, when he
returned he had another girl, not Gomo-
lemo,” he said. i

WHERE?. Rustenburg teenager Gomolemo
Karabo Haraba has been reported missing.

“It is-difficult to trace a person, an ani-
mal is kept outside and people can see it,
a person is too difficult because you keep
them inside a house. We are appealing for
the safe return of our child.”

He said Gomolemo was a quiet child who
would never leave without telling where
she was going. “The family is worried, we
do not know whether she is safe, what is she
eating ... It is difficult for the family.” 3

' The community suspected she was kid-
napped. “These guys know where she is,”
sajd community member Floyd Makaota. -

Makaota said the community would not
rest until Gomolemo was found.

Another community member, Simphiwe
Nkosi, said if it meant they had to go house
to house searching for her, that would be
done. :
~-ANA

Missing
girl sparks
fury ekasi!

By MASEGO SENOSI h
FEAR and violence gripped a town
after a teenage girl went missing.

Anger boiled over after her disap-

bearance and some foreigners were
attacked. L
Since Tuesday, - '
five houses in Rus-
tenburg East End,
North West have
been torched.
Gomolemo Ha-
raba (14), 4 grade
eight pupil at Rus-
tenburg Technical
High School, was
last seen making:
her way home on
Friday afternoon.
Gomolemo’s un-
cle, Steven Haraba
(54), said every-
thing was fine
when-Gomolemo went to school.
“But what went wrong on her way
backis stillamystery. We called rela-
tives to check if she had visited them
but she was nowhere to be found. -
_ “That is when we went to the po-
h(;e. We were told she was taken by
Nigerians so we went to the house
where she was said to be. We still
didn’t find her. Gomolemo is a very
well-behaved child. It is unlikely she
would leave for days without her
parents’ knowledge.” .
Thefamily trusts cops willfindher
. alive and is pleading with anyone
-who can assist with information to
come forward.

Police - spokeswoman Captain
Elsabe Augoustides.said residents
accused the owners of the torched
houses of being responsible for Go-
molemo’s disappearance. "

_ S_he said: “The police are investi-
gatmg_cases of arson. We are plead-
ing with community members to
calm -down. Burning houses is a
criminal offence. If anyone has in-
fqrmation regarding Gomolemo’s

*disappearance, theycan contact Ser-
geant Earnest Modisa on 060 967 3932
or 073 189 9343.”

Gomolemo
Haraba is
nowhere to be
found, -~ B
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| Former Prasa head and

|
!

Siseko Njobeni -

FORMER Passenger Rail Agency of SA ;
(Prasa) chief executive Lucky Montana has
disputed Public Entérprises Deputy Minis-
ter Ben Martins's version of events about
a meeting with Tony Gupta at Martins’s

-offidal residence in Pretoria.

1 Yesterday Martins sought to free him-
self from damning allegations about his
association with the Gupta family.

But in his efforts to untangle himself,
Martins miay have opened himself to
-scrutiny, because Montana contradicte

- him yesterday. ;

" Answering questions about his dlose-
ness to the Gupta family at a press con-
ference yesterday, Martins gave details
of his encounters with the Guptas.

In 2013; he had attended an Indian
food fair held at the Guptas’ Saxonwold

compound. He said he had attended the -

food fair in his personal capacity.

" The event, he said, had been open to

. the public. gy
" Martins said he had also met one of

| 'the Gupta brothers, presumably Atul
Gupta, because he said he was the “mid-
die brother”, soon after his appointment
as Transport Minister.
" He said the meeting had taken place

 before one of the breakfast functions.
the New Age newspaper organised.

Influence changes

in the third instance, Tony Gupta and
former Prasa chief executive Lucky Mon-
tana hadcome to his government house in
Pretoria, because he had leamt that the
Gupta family wanted to influence leader-

| ship changes at Prasa.

|
|
i

But Montana quickly disputed this.
In a statement yesterday, he said he
. did not know nor had met any of the
Guptas until he was invited by Martins
to his Tshwane residence.

“It is rather unfortunate that 1 am
represented as having brought with me
Rajesh Gupta, whom 1 have never met
before. He came with Duduzane Zuma
to the meeting, dearly at the invitation
of my leader, comrade and friend, Ben
Martins.

“I did not even know that these two-

‘minister disagree openly

were coming to join us,” saiid Montana,

‘Martins had not mentioned Duduzane

Zuma's presence at the meeting.

Martins had called the press confer-
ence to.respond to allegations by sus-
pended Eskom head of legal and com-
pliance Suzanne Daniels, who alleged
that Martins had been part of a meeting
that was also attended by Ajay Gupta,
Duduzane Zuma and Gupta associate
Salim Essa.

According to Danlels, Ajay Gupta
sought to manipulate the court dates of
the case relating to former Eskom chief
executive Brian Molefe's controversial
pension payout. ‘

‘Perplexed’
Molefe's case is set to commence on

‘November 29 in the North Gauteng High

Court. Martins said Danlels’s allegations
“perplexed” him. i
- He denled that he had attended the
meeting with Daniels, Gupta, Essa and
Zuma. SIS PR

“The truth is that | met Ms Daniels
several times in her capacity as Eskom
company secretary, together with the
then chairperson of Eskom, Dr Ben Ngu-
bane, Department of Public Enterprises
director-general Richard Seleke and
Minister Lynne Brown in Cape Town and

Tshwane to discuss the Brian Molefe

matter,” said Martins. -

He said he could not recall wheére he
was on July 29, the day of the Melrose
Arch meeting, according to Daniels.

He said he would check his diary.

He admitted to admonishing her for
govemance lapses that had taken place
under her watch as company secretary
and legal adviser at Eskom. “My col-
legial constructive criticism was never
meant as a personal attack,” he said.

Meanwhile, Daniels said yesterday
that she stood by her statement.

"By virtue of being a lawyer, I am an
officer of the court and to top it up, I
also took an oath in Parliament ahead of
proffering my evidence.

“I therefore would not have lied to
Parliament and risk various applicable
consegquences. ] |

“1 stand by my testimony,” she said,

4
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Taung Vehicle Testing Station reopens
for business

Rebaone Mbeng

or the past 23 years the people
of. Greater Taung Local Muici-
pality have been struggling to get
their vehicles tested for raadwor-
thiness, - = i

The Taung - Vehicle Testing Station;
closed since 1994, was recently reno-
vated, refurbished and upgraded. before
MEC for Community Safety_and Trans--
port Management, Dr Mokgantshang
Mpho Motihabane, officially reopened it.

During the last 23 years, motorists
. across Taung had to travel Gver 70 Kilo- -
metres to Vryburg or 40 kilometres, to ..
neighbouring Hartswater in the Northern .
Cape province to access vehicle testing
services. -,

Speaking at the official-opéning of the
long awaited Taung Vehicle Testing: Sta-
tion, MEC. Motlhabane said the. départ-
ment.acknowledged that having no

vehicle testing station had nat only frus-
trated car owners; but aiso law enforce-
ment officers. ; -

“Today we-are not only shortening your
journeys to Viyburg and Hartsivater but
we are cancelling these unnecessary
trips..Let us use this testing station effec-
tively in order to ensuré that our vehicles
are compliant and fit for the road. .

"Remember, whenever a vehicle is test-
ed outside the province, at Hartswater
in this regard; which is in the Northern™ P b
Cape, it becomes a loss of revenue to e e
Bokone Bophiritna and that is what we Community Safety and Transport Management MEC,
are frying to prevent. The province needs Dr Mpho Motthabane and Kgosi Tshepo Mankuroane MEC Mpho Motthahane examining the machine to be
‘skills, infrastructure. and e i URGYS T cutting the ribhon during the official opening of the used to test the roadworthiness of vehicles,
erate this vehicle station, which we do. Taung Vehicle Testing Station.
have, by the way,” said Motlhabane.

According to the recent systems report,
there are about 430 unlicensed motor ve-’
hicles aroiind Taung - 180 light-loading-
vehicles, five heavy:loading vehicles, 17
mini buses as well s 205 light passenger
vehicles carrying tessthan 12 persons.

“These 430 unlicensed vehicles sre
ONn our roads daily and as a result, they
increase the potential for accidents and
road safety risks. We therefore hum-
bly request owners of these vehicles to
coms to the siation to test their vehicles,”
appealed Motihabane, who again urged
officials employed at the station to be vig-
ilant and guard against individuals who
would attempt to bribe them. . )

In his response after the opening
of the station, Chief of Batihaping
Ba-ga-Phuduhucwana, Kgosi Tshepo
Mankuroane, expréssed gratitude and
appreciation for the revamped testing
station. = - , S 4

“The opening of this station brings us
a.great sigh of relief bacause we have._ =t -
been frustrated for the past years having REBRANDING,

o Gope with the long distances to access PROVINCIAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN
these services. We are grateful and com-
mit to taking good care of this facility” he
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