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Police looking for three more

suspects in

Thuli murder

MAHIKENG MAIL-MAHIKENG: Poﬁeeh&eNorﬁ:thwemﬂﬁswee_kexyected
te make three more arrests to bring to five the number of suspects arrested for the
gmesomemurderof Mahikengreﬁdent,'ﬂmmﬂe ‘Nowenya.

prosecumm at }\«mtaaﬂlo
"’4;_!5!!'
Wﬂmtappeamdkastw&knﬂimmd
Magistrate Ditiro Goliath that they were
searching for three other possible suspects
and hoped that they would be exposed
during an identity parade . The first two
suspects, Headman Njokweni and Sfiso
Ndawande both aged 51 appeared before
Magistrate Goliath last Wednesday and
Thursday on charges of hdmppmg,
rape, robbery and murder and
nm:aska&mpia&'ﬂwease against
them was remanded to January 19 2018
brutal murder of Thuli Ngwenya who
according to reports was their relative
through her mastiage to her late husband
who reportedly also died under mysterious
cmcmnstamaboxnayearago.ﬂems

campusoftheNorﬁV&stUmvemﬁyaﬁhe
mafmmmmm
of the investigation unit traced the two

Johannesburg where they were arrested
afler intensive investigations which also
revealed the suspects were in possession
of Ngwenya’s cell phone and credit card
~which linked them further to the deceased’s
disappearance and murder. She went
missing afler visiting a bank in Mafikeng
town and had never been scen alive again.
Her car was found parked next to the long
distance taxi rank in central town. The
packed court room reacted with shock at
the long list of the criminal records of the

Headman Njokweni and Sfiso
Ndawande who aue@d:zwkmed
Thdisde Ngwenya recently were

anded in custody after their
bnefappearameatMmab@mo
Magistrate’s court last week. (Photo:
Otsile Tlape).

whxdlmckmdmpmvmnsmkum
: manitted between 1986
and 1 two previous records of common
mbhefy?g,ndmm&momfwwmothokm:s
out on a R2,500 bail . He committed the crime
in Ermelo in Mphumalanga. His co-accused,
Ndmkasommmsmofmbbay
which he committed in February .He;ﬂr;dmcervedhave
a S-year suspended sentence. 11 now
to first serve the suspended sentence if found
guilty for the Ngwenya murder. The court was
evmmmesimckedwhmﬂaetwo&c@mdto
accept the offer of applying for bail arguing that
them into unwanted targets by the public. They
asked for legal assistance from the state saying
they had no money to pay for legal costs. The
prosecutions argued that the state had a strong
case against the two and had several leads
linking them to the Ngwenya murder whose
battered and bruised body was found in a bushy
Ammgeﬂmﬁxetwompe%wemcm@ﬁqn
camera spending lavishly at various shops in
town including at a sports store where they
were said to have bought clothes costing about
R30,000 which led to the staff getting suspicious
amdmmdedﬂmshoppmgwmm
Both the Hawks and police in the %
expressed satisfaction with the investigation
the direction their probe was taking indicating
that all evidence was pointing to the possible
mafoﬂwrﬁmpmmmm
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unrest flares

| THREE houses were sét alight
in Rustenburg following the
disappearance of 5 leenage girl,
North West police said.

Police were mvesngaMg
cases of arson after the houses
‘were torched on Tuesday night at
Rustenburg East End.

“Itis alleged that community
members were accusing the owners
of the houses (foreign natlonals) of
being responsible for the missing
14-year-old. No one has been
arrested. The search is continui

Gomolemo Karaho Haraba, 14, a
Rustenburg Technical High School

Glrl 1 gone,

~ bupil was last seen on N; ovember
3, on her way home after school, —
ANA.
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‘Sanral denies
writing off 3.6bn

SIPHELELE DLUDLA

THE South African Roads Agency
Limited (Sanral) yesterday denied
that it had written off impairment
losses of R3.6 billion for unpaid
e-toll debts older than three years,
compared to R92 million in 2015/16.

day appeared before the portfolio
committee on transport to submit
its integrated annual report.

The Organisation Undoing
Tax Abuse (Outa) said that the
| state-owned entity was finding -it
extremely difficult to collect the
Gauteng e-toll debt from motorists,
with an increased loss for the 2016/17
year at just under R5bn.

According to Outa, this 2016/17
loss was up from the loss of R1.2bn
Sanral posted last year, with the bulk
of the loss of about R3.6bn arising
from the toll operations.

Outa sdid the R3.6bn was the
equivalent of 50% of all toll rev-
enue, or the trade receivables, for
the first 15 months of Gauteng e-toll
operations and is substantially more
than the prescribed debt.

Sanral has faced fierce resistance
against e-tolling in Gauteng since
the introduction of the Gauteng
Freeway Improvement Project in
December 2013.

Skhumbuzo Macozoma said that

This comes after Sanral on Tues-

However, Sanral chief executive

#

reports that the agency had written

“Non-bayme! ! fi
offence and thi of prescri
“Sanral has repeatedly stated that
it is making every attempt to collect
the debt, in other words, enforce
its claim. It would not be prudent
to write this amount off until it
becomes clear it is not collectible.

“Sanral made.a provision in its
assessment of collectability in its
integrated report as required by
International Accounting Standard
39. Additionally; subsequent meas-
urement requires an assessment of
possible loss events in order to fur-
ther impair financial assets.

_“Significant financial difficulty
of a debtor and. default or delin-
quency in payments are considered
indicators of impairment.

“Therefore, Sanral has not writ-
ten off e-toll debt.”

Macozoma said the low collection
rate concerned the agency and that
its board has requested the govern-
ment to address the impact of the
poor collection rate with the cabinet
to ensure the agency’s sustainability

“We need to engage South Afri-
cans to avoid a situation where they
resist tolling. There is a negative
perception and resistance to tolling,
and as a result we are not creating
as many jobs as we would have loved
todo.” - ANA

Sanrl faced fierce resistance alnst e-tolling in Gag with risls

refusing to pay since the system went live in December 2013.

PICTURE: ANA ARCHIVES®
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RUSTENBURG:
Police in
Rustenburg have
request members
of the community
to assist in tracing
1 Gomolemo Karabo
Haraba (14) of 47
Buiten Street, East
End in Rustenburg.

Gomolemo is a
learner at Rustenburg
Technical High
School. She was
last seen in the
afternoon on Friday
(November 3 2017)
while on her way
home after school..
She was reported
missing to the police
on-Sunday, 05
November 2017.

At the time . -
.of going to
‘print yesterday "
(Wednesday) police
reported that she had
not yet been found
and request anyone
with information
that may lead to
successful tracing
of Gomolemo
to contact the
Investigating Officer,
Detective Sergeant
Ernest Modise on
060 967 3932 or 073
189. 9343,

For further
enquiries people
can contact Captain
| Elsabe Augoustides:
4 082 856 1190

MAIL - {o/u} rm:;ﬁ/ %M’ﬁ

Police offer reward

fQ missin man
I(o te |t 2ol SRS g
ahlkeng Mail-Brits- The police in the province are offering a reward of up to R100

000, 00 to anyone who can assist with information that may lead to successful tracing of
a 24-year-old Tebogo Ndlovu of Majakaneng near Brits.

Ndlovu was reported missing on Friday,
04 August 2017 at Mooinooi police station.

It was reported at that time that Ndlovu
was allegedly shot by Matthew Benson after

he and two other men were found stealing:

oranges on a farm on Wednesday, 2 August
2017. It is alleged that Ndlovu sustained a
leg injury due to a gunshot. Accordmg to
information, Ndlovu’s companions tried to
carry and run-away with him from the farm.
They allegedly left him upon realising. that
}}enson was getting closer to, them. Ndlovu

‘was never seen since that day and that led
to registering of a missing person enquiry
as well as attempted murder case for
investigation.

Matthew Benson, 24, was eventually
arrested and charged with attempted murder.
He appeared in court again on Tuesday,
07 November 2017 after unsuccessful bail
application. Anyone with information that
can assist in tracing of Tebego Ndlovu is
urged to contact Lieutenant Colonel Isaac
_Tlhapi on 082 416 0767.

Community called

to assist in tracing
missing girl

Gomolemo Karabo

1 Haraba who
disappeared on
Fnday

ouk%suz% °q["‘

MINISTER of Transport Joe
Maswanganyi is worried about number.
of road crashes that have claimed many

‘lives in the past two weeks.

Maswanganyi is concerned that many
accidents happen because drivers
ignore the rules of the road.

“Drunk driving continues to steal
innocent lives on our roads,” he said.

“Safety on the roads doesn’t start
with the department

“Tt.is everyone's responsibility to
ensure that every individual on the
road is safe.

“We must behave accordmgly and
-respect each other.”

He said they would continue working

Jimaad b nmarina thad dhats hald o all

Stay sale, obey rules of te poad

ToASFORT

transgressors to account.

“This includes, amiong others, the
implementation of the 24-hour shift for
traffic officers to ensure high visibility

"and the passing of the Aarto Bill by the

National Assembly.

“Anti-corruption operatlons will also
be implemented to deal with organised
crime and- corruptlon by traffic officers
and driving schools.”

Maswanganyi said the department
would continue to run the road safety
campaign throughout the festive season.

“Through this campaign law '
enforcement operations and road safety
education will be conducted.”

Maswangwanyi urged all.road users
to report reckless drivers to the traffic

noliea.
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s Taxi industry ultimatum to minister

Jonisayi Maromo

THE NATIONAL Taxi Alliance
(NTA) has warned that yes-
terday’s protests in Pretoria
would be followed-up with other
marches if Transport Minister
Joe Maswanganyi does not give a
satisfactory responses in 21 days.

“We have granted the minis-
ter (Maswanganyi) 21 days within
which to respond to our griev-
ances, and. to engage us, failing
which we are going to go into
the second phase. This march
today was an introduction,” NTA
president Francis Matsitsa told
journalists at the Union Buildings
in Pretoria.

“The second and subsequent
phases will be following, and
finally;, if all else fails, we are
going to end up in the highest
court in this land - the Constitu-
tional Court.” )

A large crowd of taxi indus-
try role players gathered at the
Union Buildings, demanding that
President Jacob Zuma fire Mas-
wanganyi.

“Without a doubt, we are call-
ing on the president to fire this
minister (Maswanganyi). Not
only is the minister useless, he is
also hopeless. Therefore, we are
not deserving of such aminister,”

Taxi operators during their march to thé Union Buildings in Pretoria
yesterday have given Transport Minister Joe Maswanganyi 21 days to

respond to their demands.

said Matsitsa.

The NTA members handed a
memorandum to Mandla Feni, a
chief director in the Presidency.

Earlier, the NTA accused Mas-

wanganyi of “playing games”
with the lives of millions of South
Africans who were impacted dir-
ectly by the taxi industry in the
country.

Matsitsa told more than a
thousand taxi drivers and oper-
ators gathered at the Department

PHOTO: OUPA MOKOENA/ANA

of Transport in Pretoria central

"that Maswanganyi’s. days are

numbered - just like several indi-
viduals who preceded him.
“You need to stop playing
games with the taxi industry
We are the taxi industry, and we

i

are not going anywhere. Youcan |

hope and wish the taxi industry
will disappear, but it will never
disappear. We have seen several
ministers serve in your position,”
said Matsitsa. - ANA
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Taxi industry ultimatum to minister

Jonisayi Maromo

THE NATIONAL Taxi Alliance
(NTA) has warned that yes-
terday’s protests in Pretoria
would be followed-up with other
marches if Transport Minister
Joe Maswanganyi does not givea
satisfactory responses in 21 days.

“We have granted the minis-
ter (Maswanganyi) 21 days within
which to respond to our griev-
ances, and to engage us, failing
which we are going to go into
the second phase. This march
today was an introduction,” NTA
president Francis Matsitsa told
Journalists at the Union Buildings
in Pretoria.

“The second and subsequent
phases will be following, and
finally, if all else fails, we are
going to end up in the highest
court in this land - the Constity-
tional Court.”

A large crowd of taxi indus-
ry role players gathered at the
Union Buildings, demanding that
President Jacob Zuma fire Mas-
wanganyi. _

“Without a doubt, we are call-
ing on the president to fire this
minister (Maswanganyi). Not
only is the minister useless, he is
also hopeless, Therefore; we are
not deserving of such a minister,”

S Ry ey
B g ousTR
N o
¢ N 0

e 3
“3*
"

Taxi operators during their march to
yesterday have given Transport Min
respond to their demands,

said Matsitsa,

The NTA members handed a
Imemorandum to Mandla Feni, a
chief director in the Presidency,

Earlier, the NTA accused Mas-
wanganyi of “playing games”
with the lives of millions of South
Africans who were impacted dir-
ectly by the taxi industry in the
country. h

Matsitsa told more than -a
thousand taxi drivers ang oper-
ators gathered at the Department

the Union Buildings in Pretoria

ister Joe Maswanganyi 21 days to

PHOTO: QUPA MIOKOENA/ANA

of Transport in Pretoria central
that Maswanganyi’s days are
numbered - just like several indi-
viduals who preceded him,

“You need to stop playing
games with the taxi industry,
We are the taxi industry; and we
are not going anywhere. You can
hope and wish the taxi industry
will disappear, but it will hever
disappear. We have seen several
minjsters serve in your position,”
said Matsitsa. - ANA
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-toll numbers just
don’t add up - Outa

DISPUTE: OVER REPORTED R3.6BN DEBT WRITE-OFF

» ‘Those guys are
getting stupid with
their spin,’ says
Wayne Duvenage.

lHlHﬂﬂ_ﬂiliﬁﬂNi!5iﬂiilEiHHIHHNHHUIHHH{
Yadhana Jadoo

he South African Na-

tional Roads Agency

Lid (Sanral) has been

accused of “misleading

parliament™ with re-
gards to iis figures on e-toll debt
when it this week appeared before
the portfolio committee on trans-
port.

According to the Organisation
Undoing Tax Abuse (Outa) —which
has taken on Sanral for the hugely
contested user-pay system - the
numbers “just don’t add up”.

This week, reports indicated
that-Sanral had written off a stag-
gering R3.6 billion in e-toll debt
older than three years in the 2017
financial year, but would continue
to recover unpaid bills.

Sanral has since disputed this,
indicating otherwise. ’

According to the ageney’s-CEO,
Skhumbuzo Macozoma, Sanral
“management’s estimation and
judgment when it assessed and
caleulated losses of e-toll debtors
resulted in a R3.61 billion impair-
ment or reduction of debtors”.

“After the impairment, the
outstanding debtors. on e-toll is
R5.185 billion. The agency report-
ed e-toll collections at R1.862 bil-
lion and received an.additional
grant from the fiscus of R372.9
million,” according to Sanral.

“Due to the subjectivity in cal-
culating the impairment, the
AGSA (auditor-general) consid-
ered this a key audit matter and
performed specific audit proce-
dures to determine the appropri-
atenessof the allowance.

“The poor collection of e-tolls,
however, does directly impact
Sanral’s going concern status and
the AGSA indicated this as a mate-

THE TOLL ONE-TOLLS &

Sanral's debt roseto
from

adecadeago

Thetotal road networkcovers

24 637km
of which 87% isnon-tolled

-\.r;' % T g
E— 10 L 0

=

of Gauteng freeway users
-are refusing to pay e-tolls

Sanral 2017 annual report
shows toll revenue up

6% to R4.9 billion. Gov-
ernment chipped in with
agrant of R8.6 billion to
give total revenue for the
year of R13.9 billion.
CHIS L T T SR
Graphic: Costa Mokola

rial uncertainty.

“However, the agency receives
direct government support in the
form of allocations from the na-
tional budget as well as guaran-
tees for the financial instruments
that it uses to raise additional
funds.

“Non-payment of toll fees is
an offence and this does not pre-
seribe. Sanral has repeatedly stat-

- ed that it is making every attempt

to collect the debt, in other words,
enforce its claim.

“It would not be .prudent to
write this amount off until it be-
comes-clear it is not collectible.

“Reports that the agency had
written off debt were incorrect.”

Outa chairperson Wayne Duve-
nage accused Sanral of a pathetic
“spin rhetoric”.

“Those guys know how to spin,
but I think they are getting stupid
with their spin. They are abso-
lutely misleading parliament and
the public when they say that they
haven’t written off e-toll debt — buit
they have raised an impairment of
R3.6 billion which has impacted
their profitability due directly to
e-tolls,” he said.

“So how can they say they hav-
en't written it off? In other words,
the debt might still sit there on
the road user’s account.but from
an accounting point of view, they
have written it off as uncollect-
able. ‘They are speaking with
forked tongues.” '

Duvenage said he found it hard

‘tounderstand how Sanralindicat-

ed it collected R1.8 billion in e-toll
revenue when their own informa-
tion in the financial year showed
only R875 million in collections.

“Where is this coming from?
They can’t say they haven’t writ-
ten off the debt in the books and
have accounted for it.”

Duvenage -added that there
was also concern about Sanral’s
re-evaluation of assets.

“Sanral has for the last few
years been revaluing its road
network. And we are saying that
re-evalutation should not take
place in the way they have done
it. You can only revalie assets on
your balance sheet that are trada-
ble - and roads aren’t tradable:

"“You ecan’t lift the roads and
sell them. It doesn’t make sense.
The big message is that the e-toll
scheme has failed,” he said.

“Sanral needs to be more trans-
parent and provide a lot more clar-
ity and detail as towhat is happen-
ing within the organisation,” he
said. - yadhangj@citizen.co.za



\WAR CRY. Taxi drivers sing and dance duringa marchto the Unioh Buildings yesterday. Pictures: Jacques Nelles

‘Fire arrogant minister’

TAXI STRIKE: DRIVERS WARN MASWANGANYI ‘NOT TO PLAY GAMES'

_» Calls for scrapping
‘draconian’ legislation
and ‘unworkable’ re-
capitalisation plan.

-~ =)
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Rorisang Kgosana

ransport Minister Joe

‘Maswanganyi was

warned not to “play

games” with the taxi in-

- dustry and called to step

down from office by hundreds of

taxi drivers who marched to his
office in Pretoria yesterday.

Led by the National Taxi Al
Hance (NTA), disgruntled taxi
drivers halted operations across
the city ahead of their protest ac-
tion against Maswanganyi. They-
called for the minister to be fired
ashe was “arrogant”.

“This minister and the depart-
ment are out to serve friends and
acquaintances only,” NTA presi-
dent Francis Masitsa told thedriv-
ers. “We are saying today, contra-
ry to his constitutional mandate,
the minister must be fired. The

ol

MAKING A POINT. Taxi drivers on the way to deliver amemorandumto
m'deparmentofmmponymmy. -

business of ministers here in this,
department is always to attend

dinners and ceremonies [and] to

appear on TV, because they are: ]

conducting themselves and be-

having like celebrities.”

The taxi ailiance was aggrieved
by Maswanganyi's “arrogant” re-
fusal to meet them after they ad-
dressed the portfolio committee
in parliaiment to table issues fae-
ing the industry. ]

NTA spokesperson Theo Malele
said they faced issues that includ-

ed the “unworkable” taxi recapi-
talisation programme and lack of
subsidisation of the industry.
“Some of our grievances are
about pieces of legislature thatare
pot friendly to the transforma-
tion of the industry and the value
chain to economically transform
it,” he said. .

Their demands included the
scrapping of the “draconian” Aar-
to [Administrative Adjudieation
of Road Traffic Offences] Act,
which seeks to stop drivers from

renewing their licenses if they

-have outstanding fines, while also

demanding an increase of the
scrapping allowance of minibus
taxis from R80 000 to R153 000.
“We are declaring war against
Aarto. That Act is designed to de-
stroy the industry,” Masitsa said.
“We are going to contest that Act
in the highest court in this land.
This act is designed to oppress the
taxi operator and the taxi indus-

try

The marchers went to the Un-

- jon Buildings, where they handed

over a memorandum calling on
President Jacob Zuma to inter-
vene in the “contracted” killings
in the industry. * -

“We have, in the past, submit-
ted memorandums and said we
wish for the'president to appoint
a judicial commission of inquiry
into taxi killings. Operators are
being killed and nothing is done
about that.”

-Despite fears strike action
would affect matric pupils who
were writing an English paper
yesterday, less than 20 pupils
were redirected to alternative
exam venues.
~rorisanghk@citizen.co.za
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Po

ice union hands

lifeline to embattled

OYISO SIDIMBA

X ORMER . national. police
,. boss Riah Phiyega, ple-
F . tured, is set to make a
L spectacular comeback as
head of an anti-crime-foundation
-linked to one of Cosatu’s biggest
Phiyega, who is also 3 trustee

in the SAPS medical aid scheme
Polmed, will start her new role as
the chief executive of the Safer
South Africa Foundation later
this month, its' chaii'person; Dr

Phiyega would
replace Taeliso.
Thipaniyane, who
left the foundation }
;-Phiyega was |
suspended by Presi-
dent Jacob Zuma in
October 2015 after
the findings of the
commission of
inquiry headed by °
Jétired judge Ian
Farlam into the
Merikana massacre
were made public. .
-Her contract was not-renewed
in June after it ended; but Farisani
appeared: unfazed by Phiyega’s
past. i

“We are aware of the challenges
.but when we scrutinised them, we
.found nothing that could prevent
het from coniributing to Safer.
‘South Africa Foundation,” he said.

According’ to Farisani, the
foundation worked with a wide
range of stakeholders ingluding
tbe judiciary, police, correctional
services, youth-and communities
to make the country a safe place for
all citizens tolive in, work and play
He said Phiyega was appointed
because of her skills; experlence
and commitment.

Farisani said that as a pastor
himself, he did not judge other
people but gave them another
¢hance, °

“I love Rish Phiyega. She is a
good woman, I think she will:do
a great job (at the foundation),”
he said. i

“If she makes a mistake, she is
Just like you and me.” el

Farisani sald he was.a victim
of torture under apartheid but his
tormentors and the murders of the
hated regime had been forgiven,
“We have forgiven those who have
committed the worst crimes,” he
said.

The Safer South Africa Foun-
dation was established in 2011
through-a generous sponsorship
by Poperu of & round-table gather
ing of academics, union officials,
NGOs, business people, public ser-
vantsand other senior government
representatives,

former ch_ief

Since its inception, it has been
supported by the union's invest-
ment arm, the Poperu Group of
Companies (PGC), whose interests
are mainly in the fiiancial services -
sector.

The foundation has been
assisted by PGC, to mobilise
under-resourced communities and
empower them to fight crime.

Poperu spokesperson’ Richard
Mamabolo confirmed Phiyega’s
appointment as the foundation’s
new boss. . -

Mamabholo denied Pliivega was
being handed a lifeline, He said no

happy
with the deci-
sion,” Mamab-
olo said.

: In  Septem-
= ber, trade union
p< Salidarity
e complained
% about Phiyega’s
; appointment as
a continuation representative of
the police's medical ald scheme,
Poimed.

Phiyega dismissed Solidarity,
saying it lacked the necessary
standing to demand her disquali-
fication from being a Polmed mem-
ber and trustee.

She said Solidarity had no
explanation other than being
“vitiated by ulterior, egregious and
flagrant motives such as hatred for
me or even racism”,

Last year, Polmed trustees
earned fees between Ril 650 and
R18 650 for sub-committee arid
board of trustees meetings.

' ‘Last month, Police- Minister
Fikile Mbalula denied that Phigega
was paid a retirement package.

“Shé was paid the normal ser-
vice termination benefits,” he said.

Some trustees attended up to 17
trustee and sub-comumittee meet-
ingsayear

Phiyega has asked the high
court in Pretoria to review and set
agide Farlam’s findings that she
migled the commission and con-
cealed information. -

A subsequent board of inquiry
‘into Phiyega’s fitness to hold office,
headed by retired Judge Neels
Claassen, recommended that she
be dismissed for her role in the
Marikana massacre, which led to
dozens of Lonmin mine-
workers being shot dead by police
officers. The former police boss
also accuses Claassen of making
irrational findings and wants them
reviewed and set aside by the high
court,

Phiyega did not respond to
requests for comment yesterday.



