SA EXPY‘ ess grounding

bl blow for passengers
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| THR grounding of _SA Express flights
“has affected passengers travelling
; between Mahikeng-and Johanneshurg.

The South African Civil Aviation
Authority cited compliance and safety

issues when it cancelled operating the
i licences for SA Expressand other small

airlines.
. The North West provincial govern-

" ment provides a R41m annual subsidy
to SA Express in return for three flighits.
i -a week between. Matheng and Johan-
. nesburg and between Pilanesberg and
. OR Tambo International Airport.
A local entrepreneur, who preferred -

not to be named, said: “This is a big blow

. to Mahikeng. Our skies need flights and
: we were relieved the journey to Johan-
: nesburg had been made easier. However, -
i we are back to nothing again.”

Community safety and transport
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management spokesperson Thabo
Sematle confirmed that flights to the

province had been cancelled.

“The department is yet to get a full
brief on what, the compliance and safety
issues are that led to the suspension
of operations at SA Express,” he said.’

The move is seen as a big dent for
alrports that were recently refurbished
to.accommodate passenger flights. .

“We really feel the heat because it -
costs money to upgrade airports. Our -

hope is that we will get more information

on where there is a need to upgrade our
facilities,” Sematle said.

The passenger flights between the
provincial capital and Johannesburg
started in 2015.

In the first year, only 9508 passen-
gers used the route but the number
grew to 15712 in the 2017-18 financial
year, : -

elfast@thenewage.co.za
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mmates attack pupils

School invited
the 16 detainees

By Boitumelo Tahehie
North West Correspondent

Classes at a North West school
have been suspended after
pupils were attacked and
injured by a group of juvenile
inmates who accused the
learners of being drug addicts.

The ' incident at Tshepa-
galang Secondary School in
Letlhabile, Brits, on Thursday
last week apparently lasted for
about five hours.

‘Police-had to use pepper
spray to disperse pupils who
were retaliating after they
were attacked by the 18 in-
mates from Bosasa security
centre about 60km away.

Seven pupils were injured

‘and were taken to a local
hospital for minor injuries.

The centre houses young-
sters who are ‘awaiting trial.

The incident has left the pa.r—
ents of the pupils puzzled and
fuming over the logic behind
sending young crime suspects
to their children’s school
‘without their knowledge.

The parents have called for
the authorities te take appro-
priate disciplinary measures
against the teachers who invit-
ed the detainees to the school.

Sowetan gathered yesterday
that the juvenile inmates were
invited by teachers to motivate
-the pupils Against drug abuse.

The pupils said prisoners
locked the gate behind after
-entering the school yard, and
ordered the pupils to head to
the school hall.

The pupils said the inmates

were angry because some of
the learners were not wearing
school uniform,

“They asked us why we
were not in our school uni-

form and also asked us why, I8

some of us had dark lips,
which they say was the sign
that we smoke drugs.

“They started attacking us
and some of them were armed
with knives,” one of the pupils
told Sowetan yesterday.

“They told us that they are
beating us because we looked
like troublesome children.
They said they will not tolerate
troublesome pupils. Most of
these prisoners are of our age.”

The pupils claimed the
teachers did nothing to protect

.them from the assault.

“Our teachers instead
locked the door of the hall as
we tried to escape. The beating
lasted for about five hours and
some of the learners were

injured,” explained the pupil. -

One of the pupils called the
polioe after their ordeal. How-

ever, the police arrival wors-.

ened the situation, the pupils
alleged.

““The police accused us of
provoking the prisoners. They
were clea.rly protecting those
criminals and they used pep-
per spray to- disperse us. We
were forced to defend our-
selves and used the knives to

the tyres of the police van. It
was a sad day for us, very dis-
appointing that the whole
thing happened at the school
premises.

“It is also unfortlma.te that
our own teachers did nothing
to protect us from those crimi-
nals. We are traumatised and
want answers from the school
management. Whoever . invit-
ed these criminals should be
punished.”

Yesterday, pupils were told
to go back home and they
missed their crucial mid-year
exams.

The school management;
members of school governing

‘body, parents and officials

from the provincial depart-
ment of education are
expected to discuss the matter

locked the
door of the hall

on Thursday.

A Grade 9 pupil, John Mon-
akali, said his arm was
broken

“He [a prisoner] told me he
was bea,tlng me for wearing
black : jeans instead of school

greys [trousers] . He kicked me
ha.rd and I hit a steel pole,”
Monakali said.

His angry aunt, Lmda Mon-
akali, said: “I took .him to
school and left him under
their [teachers’] protection.
They failed my nephew and 1.
want them to pay.” 4
. -Congress of South African
Students  president John
Macheke said the school must
account for theincident.

The spokeswoman for the
police, Amanda Funani, de-
nied that police used pepper
spray on pupils.

Petrus Siko, the Socxa.l De-
velopment spokesman, said.
Bosasa managed the detention
cenire on behalf of the
department.

"2 “We are aware that it has an

*. outreach programméxWe are
- investigating what~ actually
happened and whether laws
were broken.”

Some of the
pupiis from
% Tshepagalang
Secondary
. School who
were
assaulted by
. young

- prisoners
e after
accusing
them of using
drugs at
school.
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