Sanral ‘wastes |
billions’-Scopa |

The SA National Roads Agency
Limited (Sanral) has taken “cog-
nisance” of procurement deficien-
cies amounting to billions ofrands
that “may exist”,

Parliament’s standing com-
mittee on public accounts (Scopa)
strongly criticised Sanral this
week for “deliberately” wasting
taxpayers’ money through irreg- i
ular and fruitless expenditure in-
curred through its projects.

Scopa said Sanral ignored Na-
tional Treasury and the Public Fi-
nance Management Act which “re-
sulted in their finances being in a
bad state”, It warned Sanral could
cripple itself..

Outgoing board chair Roshan
Morar said Sanral wished to “put
on record. that it remained 100%
committed to operating within
the legislative preseripts”. 5

“Some of the irregular expend- |
iture is a'rollover from 2015, such
as routine road - maintenance |
(RRM)-contracts - these coritracts
are in effect on all of its network.

g “Contracts are a great incu-

_bator of small, medium and mi-

7= cro.enterprises and in line with

Sanral’s policy of ensuring that |

a significant amount of work is

i awarded to them. RRM contracts

are awarded for three years and
renewable for two years.”

For the financial year 2016-17,
Sanral’s irregular expenditure
amounted to a whopping Rio bil-

m‘ﬁgn. Another Ri5 million was
Q.a ributed to fruitless -expense.
These are “huge amounts” which
concerned ‘Scopa “because tax-
payers’ money should not be wast-
} ed in such a manner”. -
= Scopa was also concerned by
unsolicited bids that bind Sanral
O'to compensate suppliers if pro-’
jeets fail, such as the Ni/N2 toll-
(\) gate which cost the entity R15 mil-
T lion. This amounts to wasteful and
(‘ fruitless expenditure.
Sanral CEO Skhumbuzo Maco-
¥o zoma said the entity “recognised '
\\318 problem of irregular, fruitless
s wasteful expenditure” .
ﬁ “As such, we have already em-
barked on interventions to im-
@~ prove compliance, strengthen the |
0 institution and prevent noncom-
pliance in supply chain manage- |
ment processes.” - ANA ’




d,Supra’s offices raided

‘ § THE Hawks raided the office
of North West Premier Supra

:E- Mahumapelo, the provincial
government said.

\ “The Hawks had a search

f warrant for payments made

¥ toNepoData Dynamics. Last

¢ week documents relating to this
company were illegally accessed
and distributed on social media,”

! said North West proyincial
government spokesperson Brian
‘Setswambung. The company hasa |

z three-year contract to implementan

o I'T'and marketing transformation
> programme. “We welcome the
search .to ﬁght greed, crime and
corruption.” - African News Agency
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Hawks raid
Supra’s office

UL U B O
Amanda Watson

A surprise raid on North West
Premier Supra Mahumapelo’s of-
fices may have netted a treasure |
trove of documents for the Hawks
yesterday. '
“After years of stealing from
the people of the province, and
a litany of charges and investi-
gations, the wheels of justice are |
A finally turning,” said DA North
West provincial leader Joe McGlu-
wa. “Mahumapelo must now face
all the allegations against him
and also account for his relation-
ship with the Gupta family and in-
volvément in state capture,”
) Calling the raid a “search
q-?nd seizure” operation, Hawks
Q-Spokesperson Captain Tlangelani
Rikhotso said it was in relation to/ |
T alleged maladministration, fraud| |
and corruption at the head office
)\Jof the provineial government.
-~ “The monetary value involved
= is approximately Ri6o million_,”?
\JRikhotso said. “Several docu-
~ments which will assist in the
ongoing probe were seized from
\_:E different offices. No arrests.were i
effected at this stage pending fur-
her investigation.”
00 Mahumapelo said yesterday:
=~ “We welcome and support the in-
%itiative taken by the Hawks this
YD morning, inrelation to allegations
_§of, fraud and corruption within

&
L4

sections of Supply Chain Manage-
ment in the office of the premier |
Q and department of finance,” he
said.
“It’s a decision of the ANG; it is
@ a resolution of the ANC, so where
@ there are allegations, investiga-
~ tions must take place. That’s why
we are saying we will cooperate
with the Hawks, they are not the !
only agency we are cooperating
with.” '
Maliumapelo said he was work-
ing with the special investigating
unit, public works, the Hawks
over a R30 million payment to
Gupta-linked healthcare compa-
ny Mediosa, and had instituted
forenisic investigations into the
‘departments of health, local gov-
ernment and human settlements,
and all other departments, includ-
ing some of the municipalities.




0903 /1% Soachen
Premier
feels heat as
Hawks raid

Ff = Hawks Pos

Once-powerful
ANC leaders no
longer immune

The prexmer’s office 'wus
yesterdsy raided by the elite
investigations unit as it

police
. searched for documents relat-

mgtoa,ctm-uphnncasethat
could implicate him and his
office.

Since the beginning of the
year, the Hawks bave been
cracking down on corruption
within the state - taking on
high-profile cases that involve
senior ANC leaders.

Last month, they raided the
offices of Free State premier,
and now ANC secretary-gen-
eral, Ace Magashule, looking.
for information relating to the
project which ended up bene-
fiting former president Jacob
Zums's friends, the Guptas.

2

.

Both Mahumapelo and Ma-
gashule were close to the Gup-
tasundusedmbepartofthe

the ANC'’s elective conference

Members of the Hawks leaving with documents seized during the raid of the office of North West
premier Supra Mahumapelo, /nset. /TIRO RAMATLHATSE

kept Molmnwane in cabinét
‘when there were allegations of
maladiministration - and cor-
ruption levelled against her.

During yesterday’s raid, the
Hawks were seen leaving
Mahumapelo’s office and fi-
nance departiment with boxes
of documents.

__government over a pe-
riod of ‘two months

given to an T company Nepo
Data Dynamics which was ap-
pointed by the offiece of the pre-
mier to procure services on be-
half of government.

Yesterday Sowetan reported
that eight employees at the, fi-
nance department were sib-
jected to a lie detector test on
Monday for making public in-
formation on payments made
to the IT company.

The company received ,+

over R200-million from |,

from Msahumapelo’s 3,
office.

ANC secretary-
general Ace
Magashule.
IMASILOSI

focus on theft and

corrupt activities

‘under his waich

This bapperns as the EFF
has written. to the speaker of
the provincial legislature re-
questing that the house dsbate
a motion of no confidence
against Mahumapelo,
~_.  The EFF sent the

‘general in

secret ballot if it happens.
EFF lea.der in the pmvmue

Diale said Mahumapelo told
the legislature last year that he
was going to invite the Gupta

family to do business with his

government and indeed he
achieved that.

“Onir debate will focus on all
the theft and corrupt activities
that happened wunder his
watch.”

DA leader in that province
Joe McGluwa said-
Mahumapelo now needed to
face all the allegations against
him and’ also account for his
relationship with the Gupta
family and involvement in
state capture.

McGluwa said his party
would support the EFF mo-
tion against Mahumapelo be-
cnusethepmvmceunderhm

investigations of corruption
that were done by the director-
the office of
Mahumapelo to stop and allow
an externsal body like Hawlks
to tale aver. ]
themselves.”

" Dialeand McGluwa both he-
lieve that some ANC mem-
bets of the legislature would
support the removal of
Mahumapelo.

“Some have asked uncom-
fortable questions imvolving
the premier and his cronies,”
‘McGluwa said.

“We.call on these members
who are unhappy with him to
pui their money where theu'
mouth is,” he said.

Last year there were several
marches by a group under the
banner Business Forum fight-
ing Mahumapelo for alleged
corruption and not awarding
tenders to those who dis-
agreed with him,



