Tensions run'
after alleged

By DULILE SOWAGA

THE WAR between residents
and alleged drug dealers con-
tinuned this week.

The situation in Rustenburg,
North West remained tense aft-
er allegations ofdrug dealers ar-
riving at the weekend and at-
tacking locals at a tavern.

Seventeen suspected drug
dealers were bust.

Last week, six residents were
bust for damaging property and
the murder of a suspected Nige-
rian drug dealer.

On Monday, residents gath-
ered at the Rustenburg Magis-
trates Court, where CPF chair-
man Israel Maimane appeared.

Butthe NPArefusedtoputhis
ease on the roll and ordered po-
lice to investigate properly.

People said cops bust their
leaders to intimidate them and
protect drug dealers. They said
when cops came to bust Mai-

Supporteré of CPF chairman Israel Maima

he was set free by the court.

mane, he was to have been
charged with malicious damage
to property for burning a vehi-
cle but they ehanged the charge
to murder without explanation.

Community leaders and
counciilors were allegedly put
on a wanted list after they met
near the police station on Satur-
day and residents tried to shut
down the cop shop.

Maimane said cops refused to

e (o) lift him up after
Photo by Dulile Sowaga

go with them to suspected drug
dealers’ houses. “I called home
owners to tell them fo eviet ten-
antsinvolvedindrugs. Asaman
from one of the houses died, the
police linked me to his death.”

Brigadier Sabata Mokgwabo-
ne said five cases of robbery, as-
sault and aggravated robbery
were opened on Sunday.

- He was not able to comment
on the allegations. ;
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