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PUPILS and teachers at schools in
Itsoseng have got down to business with
no incidents of disruptions reported yes-
terday.

" Learning and teaching started on
Monday after violent community pro-
tests forced the closure of schools in
the first week of opening.

The education and sport development
department confirmed that everything
was back to normal in the area.

John Thetheletsa of the APC said:
“I have been to Itsoseng and Verdwaal
this morning and everything is fine.
On Monday, schools started on time
and ended the day without an incident
reported.”

Thetheletsa said residents were
happy that.a group of people who
started last week’s violent protests had

‘been arrested.

The clash started on the opening
day of school when Itsoseng residents
barred children from Verdwaal from
attending school. This was in response
toatiff between the two townships over
employment opportunities at one of the
projects in Verdwaal.

Ttsoseng residents claimed they were
overlooked when it came to employment
and the best response was for them
to bar Verdwaal pupils from attending
school in Itsoseng.

A group from Verdwaal then stormed
more than 10 schools, forcing classes
to be put on hold. Some pupils were
injured during the confrontation with
the group and had to receive urgent

.medical attention.

A number of houses were set alight
and vehicles damaged in the viclence
that ensued.

At a special community meeting to
resolve the impasse, it was agreed that
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Itsoseng schools

CLASS IN SESSI(SN: Learning and teaching at Itsoseng started on
Monday after violent community protests. i T

schools would start and that no one
would be allowed to disrupt classes.
MECs for education, sport devel-
opment and community safety, Sello
Lehari and Dr Mpho Motlhabane, met
residents and assured them that the
safety of children would be top priority.
Residents from Verdwaal demanded
that a school be built in their area. They

also called for scholar transport arguing

that some of their children travel more
than 3.5km on foot to school.

Lehari acceded tothe idea of a scheol
in Verdwaal.

“The education department has real-
ised that the only primary school in
Verdwaal is not enough to cater the com-
munity. Therefore the department will

build another primary school in order

1o service the community inthe area.
“The department will start by estab-
lishing a task team, which will be made

up of members from the community:

and officials of the department. This

- &

task team will drive the process until
the school is built,” he said.

Lehari assured residents that both
departments would ensure that teach-
ers and pupils were safe at school. .

“It is the duty of prmmpals to make

sure that school gates are always closed .

and keep a register of everyone enter-
ing the school premises. You should

always alert the police whenever there |

.are abnormal incidents at school.” . he
“said. .

 Motlhabane weighed in, saying
police would be visible when the pupils
crossed the road in the morning and
after school.

“The police will be present in the area
to make sure that, there is peace. The
police will adopt these schools.

“Since the distance walked by pupils
does not allow for the department to

provide a bus, bicycles will be given to
pupils,” he said. i

elfast@thenewage.co.za
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