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Traffic officer attacked by motorist

Manthi thought of his kids during assault Sunday.

By Boitumelo Tshehle

A North West traffic officef’
who was attacked by a‘mo-
torist and insulted by a pas-
senger said the incident had

* traumatised him.
" This was after a video went

viral on social media showing

. dmotorist attacking the officer

‘who was also sworn at.
The incident happened on
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Motorist threatens to cut off tra

MANNING UP: A traffic officer was attacked and threatened by a motorist
after the driver was fined for a driving violation. e

OBAKENG MAJE

A NORTH West traffic officer -was
assaulted by a motorist who threatened
to cut off his manhood in an incident
caught on video.

The officer, Johannes Manthi, 47, said
he felt disrespected and humiliated by a
motorist who attacked him on Sunday
between Potchefstroom and J ohannes-
burg on the N12 Road. Manthi said he
was on duty with his female colleague
12km outside Potchefstroom when the
incident happened.

“I stopped the motorist, who was
driving a Yaris vehicle, after he over-
took another vehicle on the barrier
line,” Manthi said. “I gave him a fine
for breaking the law. However, all hell
broke loose when I requested a physical
address {rom him.

“Qabata Kortman gave me a postal
address instead, but I politely explained
to him that 1 needed a physical address.
Kortman failed to cooperate and hurled
insults at me. He demanded his driver’s
licence back but I refused. He manhan-
dled and assaulted me after I refused
to hand over his licence.”

A 47-year-old man s living with a dis-
ability after being involved in a horrible
car accident back in 2013. Manthi said

flic officer’s:

he lost a limb during the accident and
being attacked in public, especially by
a motorist, was absurd and distasteful.

“The area is one of the high risk areas
and more than 55% of accidents take
place here. So being attacked for doing
my job is disgusting. We are here to
assist and render our services to all
road users. Traffic officers also provide
safe and timely response to accidents.

“We liaise with emergency services
where necessaryand relieve congestion
as soon as possible.

So this incident will not deter my spir-
its and T am looking forward to work-
ing with cooperative motorists on the
roads during the festive season,” he
said.

The police said two people were
arrested regarding the incident. Provin-
cial police spokesperson Col Pelonomi
Makau said the suspects appeared at
the Potchefstroom Magistrate’s Court
on Monday.

“Two people were arrested and
appeared in court after-they allegedly
assaulted a traffic officer,” Makau said.
“Gabata Kortman, 32 and his younger
sister, Ntswaki Kortman, 26, were
denied bail and remanded in custody.
The suspects were charged with cri-
men injuria and failure to comply with

a traffic official. -
“They will be back in court tomorrow
for a formal bail application.

We urge -all road users to cooper-
ate and obey the rules and regulations

of the roads. They must also comply
when stopped by traffic and police
officials.”

Meanwhile, community safety and
transport management MEC Mpho
Motlhabane will officially roll out the
festive road safety operations and the
SAPS When Duty Calls campaigns at
Alabama stadium in Klerksdorp on
Wednesday. Motlhabane said the ini-
tiative aims at creating a crime and
incident free festive season. :

“We will also welcome 20 newl
recruited traffic officers who recently
completed their 12-month road safety
traffic management course at the Traf-
fic Training College in Mpumalariga.

“Rolling out this year’s festive season
plan to send a stern warning. to those
who find themselves on the wrong side
of the law.

«“The new officers will assume their

duties in different traffic stations across
the province. We will further respond
on the circulating video of the officer
who was allegedly assaulted,” he said.
- Newsnote

“I am shivering. I am trau-
matised and I am not feeling
well. I am now having flash-
backs of what happened,” Jo-
hannes Manthi said.

‘Ma.nthi, 47, said he stopped
the motorist for overtaking
overthe barrierline. . -

i “Tasked him to give me his
physical address [and}-he re-
fused. I told him that I'was not
going to let go of his driving li--
cence until he [complied].” |

Manthi, who was working
with two female traffic officers
at the time, said the man then
started beating and swearing.
at him. He said he could not
react and that his focus was on
the driver’s licence.

. “T was not thinking of any"
other thing, I said to myself if
he beats me up, let it be. The

law will take its course be-

cause I did net provoke him. I

was just asking for his residen-

tial address.

:“T thought .about my four
children and family and I
thanked God that T was not se--
Tiously injured.” el

‘Mainthi, who has worked for
the traffic department for 25
years, said it was the first time
he had been attacked. “T heard

Traffic officer Johannes
Manthi.; suppriED

stories of my colleagues being
attacked, but never thought it
could happen.to me.” :

Yesterday, he saw: a doctor
for treatment. . -

* North West community safe-
ty and transpert management
condemned the incident:

“We are disturbed by the vi-
olence and aggression against
an innocent officer,” he said;
adding’ such attacks. were es-
calating in the province. |

North West. police spokes-
woman Pelonomi Makau said
the two suspects, a 32-year-old :
man and 26-year-old woman,
weré. arrested and charged
with crimen injuria and fail-
ure to comply with a traffic of-
ficial.

" The two will apply for bail
tomorrow in the Potchef-
stroom Magistrate’s Court.




i8h2] 17

Cl

amp

Trih

NIOSBPY

down shows results

Pohce intensify festive season operation back to basics with weekend arrests, give tips to i |mprove safety for holidaymakers and revellers

ELFAS TORERAI
POLICE in North West arrested 150
people across the province in operations
conducted at the weekend.

‘The festive season -operations are-
meant to reduce crime at this time 6f
the year when people are traveling and
celebrating the end of the year.

North West police spokesperson Brig
Sabata Mokgwabone said crime would
be fought with everything at the police’s
disposal.

“As we approach another festive
season, the police in the province have
strengthened the fight against criminal-
ity. This became evident when a total
of 150 suspects.were nabbed for vari-
ous offences during crime intelligence
driven operations held between Friday
and Monday,” he said.

He said the 150-accused were arrested
for contact crimes, property related
crimes and other offences.

“Of this number, 16 were arrested in
Rustenburg, 47 in Brits, 18 in Mahikeng,
46 in Klerksdorp, while a total of 23
were nabbed in Zeerust, Vryburg and
Pudimoe clusters.

“Since the launch of the operation in
October, the following substantial goods
were seized during various operations:
21 motor vehicles and parts, 13 firearms,
114 units of ammunition, 48 dangerous
-weapons, liquor, dagga as well as various
other drugs,” he said.

Mokgwabone said the majority of
the arrests were made as a result of
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INTENSIFYING OPERATIONS North West police have embarked onaback to basrcs approach to raise awareness and combat crime thls festive season.

police actions and included drug related
crimes, driving under the influence
and illegal possession of firearms and
ammunition.

The operations also led to the issu-
ing of 2445 fines for contravention of
liquor laws, traffic infractions and other
offences.

North West police commissioner,
Lt-Gen Baile Motswenyane applauded

the good work done by SAPS since thé

‘beginning of the operation two months

ago.
She said the police would continue
to intensify the work done throughout
the year to raise a sense of awaréness,
public/private partners}np and a holistic
approach to combatting crime as anothet
phase of operation back to basics: safer
festive season 2017-18 is approached.

Motswenyane. further said the seiz-
ing of firearms was an indication the
police were firm about the fight against
-aggravated robberies and other serious
crimes.

In order to improve community safety,
residents are urged to cooperate with
the police to keep criminals at bay.

Police have given the following tips for
when you are at home:

* Make provision for good outside
lighting. Remember, outside lights that
are on during the day drawthe attention
of thieves.

e Always check the identity of stran-
gers who visit for business purposes to
do deliveries or repairs.

* If you know that you will be away for
alonger period, do not leave your house
unattended, rather leave another person

to take care of it or report your absence
to the police so that they can make turns
at your place during patrols.

Safety in your car:

* Your safety is strongly dependent
upon you, no matter where you are visit-
ing. Always know where you are going,

* Do not drink and drive, avoid speed-
ing by leaving on time from your depar-
ture point.

* Never pick up strangers and do not
stop along the road in deserted areas.

* Do not use your cellphone while
driving, unless you have a hands-free
kit.

* Never display your valuables in the
car, rather lock them in the boot.

Street Safety:

¢ Plan your route beforehand

* Do not. drink and walk on or alohg
theroad:

* If possible, avoid walking alone.
Your best defence is having other peo-
ple nearby.

» If you walk alone, plan your route
carefully and stay in well-lit areas as
much as possible, especially at night.

» It is advisable not to carry large
sums of money around, rather use your
bank cards to do transactions.

ATM Safety:

» Always protect your pin by shleldmg
the hand that is typing.

» Never accept help or ask anyone to
assist you in the ATM.

* Avoid isolated ATMs and using
them late at night.

elfast@thenewage.co.za
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