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ﬁ/ e/stock theft
suspects Bust

- MWwsSAPS 705

¢ A COMPREHENSIVE involvement
¢ of relevant stakeholders in aspects of
: policing became successful when the
i Rustenburg flying squad arrested two
i suspects with the assistance of a mem-
i ber of the community policing forum
i (CPY),

¢ The arrests stem from an incident
 in which the CPF member spotted a
© suspicious-looking Isuzu in the early
i hours of yesterday morning in the vicin-
: ity of Boshoek near Phokeng.

i The police were called and followed up
i on the information, which resulted in the
¢ arrest of the suspects, aged 28 and 35.
¢ They were found in possession of
. 16 goats worth R200000. The goats
: were positively identified by the grateful
: owner from Moruleng village.

. Preliminary investigations reveal that
 the suspects are linked to other cases
¢ of stock theft.

¢ They are expected to appear in the
i Bafokeng Magistrate’s Court in Tlha-
: bane on Monday, August 7. - SAPS

& 3 l“) o
gﬂ g News K9 & ™ elﬁﬁf*ﬁ
| to‘en cars recover
Pootie (0
VEHICLE crime investigation units
in the North West have recovered
eight cars and a tractor worth about
R1million and arrested a dozen
people between July 24 aqd 31
«Of the recovered vehicles, fogr
were found in Rustenburg, three in
Klerksdorp, while two, includmg a
tractor, were recovered in Mahikeng
and Zeerust,” Brigadier Sabata
Mokgwabone said.
Police arrested 12 suspects
aged between 90 and 40 for theft
and possession of suspected stolen
motor vehicles. Of the12,four
were arrested in Mahikeng, five In
Klerksdorp, two in Rustenburg, and
one in Lehurutshe, Mokgwabone
said. - ANA
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Hawks blam

security ﬂaws

NONDUMISO ZWANE
THE acting head of the Hawks said the
burglary that took place last month at
its offices could have been avoided if it
had been given the type of security it
had been requesting for the last couple
of years.

Let-Gen Yolisa Matakata said this
included ensuring that the Hawks’
offices had specific security fea-
tures matching the kind of work it
does.

However, some of the things the
Hawks would like to have are depend-
ent on the budget of the South African
Police Service and the Department of
Public Works.

Despite Matakata saying that the
only information that was stolen was
financial performance and that trips
undertaken and cellphone data of the
Hawks members and information about
ongoing investigations and related
details was spared, police portfolio
committee chairperson Francois Beu-
kman said information containing cell-
phone details of Hawks members could
also compromise the ongoing investi-
gations as well as the lives of those
members.

“As such, those cellphone numbers
and details needed to be replaced as

soon as possible,” he said. i
Beukman advised the Hawks to :
inform the committee, should they :
experience any challenges from SAPS
with the replacement of such cellphone
information.
Matakata said the break-in was car-
ried out by three people who appeared
to have come through a railway fence :
behind the offices and seem to have been '
aware of the surveillance cameras in the :
Hawks’ offices, because they were able :
to avoid them.
She said fingerprints found after the
break-in had been identified. She would :
not confirm that the prints belonged to :
any of the Hawks” members working in
the building.
Committee member Jerome Maake :
said there was a huge likelihood that :
public works officials had no expertise
on how best to install security features
necessary for a building that was deal- :
ing with sensitive information such as
the Hawks.
This comes as a laptop and docu-
ments were stolen from the National :
Council of Provinces in Parliament.
Offices of the National Prosecuting
Authority and the Office of the Chief |
Justice have also been broken into and
computers stolen.
news@thenewage.co.za




