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Traffic authorities demonstrate
dedication to save innocent lives

Rebaone Moeng

runk drivers felt the pinch of law
enforcement agencies when
traffic authorities took control of
maijor roads in the province in
an effort to save the lives of people trav-
eling to different destinations throughout

~ the Easter holidays.

Drunk driving is one of the key factors
contributing to a high number of road ac-
cidents and fatalities in Bokone Bophiri-
ma province and the country at large, but
for this year's Easter holidays it became
an unfortunate moment for those who
found themselves on the wrong side of
the law.

Community Safety and Transport Man-
agement traffic officers worked around
the clock on different operations across
the province and a number of drunk driv-
ers were arrested and appeared before
different magistrate’s courfs.

In Bojanala District Municipality alone,
31 people were arrested for driving under
the influence of alcohol. Other people
were arrested for speeding, another fac-
tor contributing to road accidents.

A 26-year-old man was caught traveling
148km/h in"Mootftooi in the Bapong area
and was then arrested after it was estab-
lished that the vehicle he was driving has
been reported stolen.

Community Safety and Transport Man-
agement MEC, Dr Mpho Motihabane,
commended traffic officers for showing

" commitment and hard work to save peo-
ple’s lives.

“Our officers have done a sterling work
during Easter long weekend and we
commend them for their commitment and
hard work displayed,” said Motlhabane.

The MEC said the department had a
huge challenge of reducing the rate of
accidents and fatalities on public roads.

Community Safety and Transport Management MEC Dr Mpho Motthabane,

He however said this was not the respon-
sibility of government alone.

“We have law abiding road users but
their innocence on the road gets affected
as a result of those irresponsible ones
deciding to be on the wrong side of the
law. Most of families have gone through
the pain of death, [children] left orphans
and adults widowed because of silly mis-
takes of people who ‘dont value their
lives. However, we will not retent until

Police officers searched vehicles at roadblocks during the Easter
weekend

16fou]18 Semphere Paly bosd Tm

there are no longer accidents and fatal-
ities on our roads,” warned Motlhabane.

The MEC had, for the duration of the
Easter long weekend, joined law enforce-
ment operations in different parts of the
province and interacted with road users,
including taxi commuters and drivers
as he distributed pamphlets and led the
road safety ambassadorship.

He said the awareness campaigns were
set to encourage safe road usage and re-

“We continue to
experience high number
of accidents and fatalities
during busy seasons and
this leads to government
losing billions of rands
that could have been
utilized for service
delivery, hence we initiate
a positive change of
attitude on our roads.”

s

interacting with one of the motorists

duce road accidents and fatalities, par-
ticularly during busy seasons like Easter
weekend.

“We continue to experience high num-
ber of accidents and fatalities during
busy seasons and this leads to govern-
ment fosing billions of rands that could
have been utilized for service delivery,
hence we initiate a positive change of at-
titude on our roads.

Research shows that the main contrib-
uting factors to loss of lives on the coun-
try's roads are reckless and negligent
driving, over speeding, drunk driving,
unroadworthy vehicles, driver fatigue and
bad driver behavior.

“If all road users can obey the rules
of the road and comply, it will save the
country from death pains. Road safety is
our responsibility. We should always stick
16 the speed limit, stay away from drunk
drivirig, overloading and the use of cell
phones while driving and make sure ve-
hicles are roadworthy. If we can all avoid
being on the wrong side of the law, South
Africa will be a road carnage free coun-
iry,” MEC Motihabane said.

Traffic volumes have since decfeased
this wesk after the reopening of schools
on Tuesday. -
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boss beats up
union leader’

Samwu: Maluleka
hides fleet contract

By Neo Goba

The municipal manager of
Madibeng local municipality in
North West is facing charges of
assault after he allegedly as-
saulted a union official who had

demanded to see a contract be--

tween the municipality and a ve-
hicleleasing company which
provides the municipality with
fleet cars.

‘Morris Maluleka is being ac-
cused of assault by SA Munici-
pal Workers Union (Samwu) lo-
cal secretary, Ikgomotseng Ko-
tsokwane. .

Kotsokwane said the incident
happened on Thursday at the
municipal offices where he had
gone to demand to see a COpy of
the contract between Madibeng
and Bertobright, with which
Maluleka has allegedly signed
for 146 vehicles. '

“We have opened a case of as-
sault against the municipal
manager of Madibeng local mu-
nicipal... We feel that the .con-
tract that the municipal mana-

ger has signed with Bertobright

for 146 vehicles will collapse the
municipality,” Kotsokwane said.

He said Maluleka refused to
show them the contract and in-
stead pushed and slapped him
with an open hand.

North West police spokesman
Brigadier Sabata Mokgwabone
confirmed a charge has been
laid. - ]

“A case of common assault
has been opened against the mu-
nicipal manager. It is still under
investigation and no arrest has
_been made,” Mokgwabone said.

Kotsokwane told Sowetan they
wrote to Maluleka a few weeks
ago pleading with him for the
copy of the contract, to no avail.

He said they wanted to see the
terms of reference of the con-

tract as there were more vehicles
than drivers at the municipality;
which, he said, equated to waste-
ful expenditure.

“He’s refusing us to see the
contract and this only confirms
our suspicion and we ask our-
selves what is it that he’s hid-

Maluleka yesterday denied

that he assaulted Kotsokwane.-
‘He further dismissed claims of

corruption at the municipality.”
He accused Samwu of being
bitter as he had clamped down

‘on corruption.

_“The problem is that accord-
ing to the auditor-general’s re-
port, there are Madibeng [mu-
nicipality] employees who own
water tankers and contractors
and these employees are illegal-
ly doing business with the mu-

nicipality,” Maluleka said.

“We were spending about
R20-million a month [for leasing
of vehicles] despite the fact that
we are sitting with about 40 to
50 vehicles with mechanical

problems...” said Maluleka.

According ji:o auditor-general

report on Brits-based municipal-

ity, about R870-million was

spent unauthorised, while R170-
million was irregular expendi-
ture.

Samwu trashed Madibeng
offices last week.




