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Traffic infringements
cause unending chaos

KUTULLO MADISHA -
'PRELIMINARY road accident reports
have said driving aihigh speed and
driving unlicensed and -unroadworthy
vehitles have been'the ‘nmajor offences
committed by motorists during the
Easter holidays, Transport Minister
Blade Nzimande said. .

He warned road users to always
ensure they observe the ABC’s (aware-
ness, behaviour and choice) -of road
safety.

Nzimande also condemned the pro-

tests by the truck drivers who blocked
the Mooiriver Toll Plaza on Monday
morning,

The protesters were complaining
about their conditions of employment.

He urged employers to ensure that
they urgently engage their employees
to find a solution to the concerns of the
truck drivers.

The minister also condemned the
action by protesters from the nearby
settlement along the N3 who barricaded
the toll plaza and looted and burned
delivery trucks, which were ‘stuck in
traffic,

“While we respect the right of citizens
to protest, we discourage any senseless
acts of the destruction of property, crim-
inality and sabotage,” Nzimande said,

He confirmed that both sides of the
Mooiriver Toll Plaza remained fully

¢

remain patient and drive cautiously
after these massive traffic jams,

He went on to say that he was grati-.
fied by the law enforcement fraternity’s
swift response, led by the Minister of
Police, Bheki Cele and the MEC for
transport, community safety and liai-
son in KwaZulu-Natal, Mzxolisi Kaunda
and all the
responded to the incident. -

Meanwhile, the city of Johannesburg -
. Emergency Management Services says
the number of motor vehicle accidents ;
and pedestrian accidents responded to

during Easter was a concern,
Atotal of 183 motor vehicle accidents

were reported and 145 were pedestrian i

accidents with five fatalities,
“In one of the pedestrian accidents
we attended to on Good Friday, a female

nurse lost her life when she was knocked
down by a speeding vehicle on her way

to work along Chris Hani Road in Pim-
ville, Soweto. ,
“We therefore would like to urge.our

residents to exercise extreme caution *

when walking and also crossing the

road, residents are urged to wear vis- |
ible clothing, especially at night and also

H

operational and urged motorists to :

———

emergency personnel who

TN

to use designated pedestrian bridges
when crossing the highway and refrain

from drinking and walking,

at night,” he said.

- kutﬁllom@thenewqge.cp.zq ;
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